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Guilty verdict 
could force 
Mayor Dixon 
irom office 


By HUSAIN DANISH 


Magazine Editor 


On Tuesday, Baltimore mayor 
Sheila Dixon was found guilty 
on one count of embezzlement 
in connection with her use of 
gift cards intended to help needy 
families. 

The jury’s decision caps an 
investigation of the Baltimore 
Democrat that began in June of 
2008. 

After deliberating for six days, 
the jury found Dixon guilty of 
using $630 worth of gift cards 
for personal expenses. Accord- 
ing to the prosecution, the mayor 
used the money to buy electron- 
ics, including a Playstation 2 and 
Xbox, clothing and other items. 
Many did not expect the jury to 
take this long to reach their final 
decision. 

“I think the jury was being 
very deliberate when examin- 
ing the evidence and reaching 
a decision,” said James Cabezas, 
chief investigator for the Mary- 
land State Prosecutor's Office. 

The jury also acquitted Dix- 
on of two counts felony theft 
and one count of misconduct 
in office. Jurors failed to reach 
a verdict on a second count of 
fraudulent misappropriation by 
a fiduciary. 

In a statement released by 
Dixon shortly after the verdict, 
she emphasized that she plans, 
for now, to continue with her re- 
sponsibilities as mayor. 

“The jury’s verdict today does 
not impact my responsibility to 
continue serving and I remain 
focused on keeping Baltimore 
on course in these trying eco- | 


By LAURA MUTH 


News & Features Editor 


Aramark employees have been 
coming to work sick out of fear 
for their jobs, according to several 
workers, including one who was 
fired earlier this semester. 

Aramark, the company that pro- 
vides Hopkins’ dining facilities, 
has been partnered with the Uni- 
versity since July 1, 2006. 


WILL SHEPHERDSON/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
After an Aramark employee was allegedly fired for missing work while sick, workers are concerned about the status of their jobs. 


Aramark employees fear loss of jobs 


For about three years, almost 
the entire time Aramark has been 
at Hopkins, Edward Harris worked 
for the company. That changed on 
Oct. 29 of this year, after he was out 
of work for two days with an arm 
injury. 

“The doctor excused me for two 
days from work,” he said. “But 
when I came back they already had 
the idea to fire me.” 

Harris said that the official rea- 


Hespite restriction, University 


By TARIQ NOAMAN 
Staff Writer 


Exactly how ‘grande’ are the aca- 


Students able to study in Cuba 


said Lori Citti, director for study 
abroad programs at Hopkins. “How- 
ever as of now, “There is no ‘study 
abroad program’ in Cuba.” 


son his position with Aramark 
was terminated was tardiness, but 
that when he arrived his first day 
back after his injury security was 
already waiting and his supervisor 
had already written his last check. 
“They actually had security es- 
cort me off-campus,” he said. 
Harriscomplainedto Unite HERE! 
7, the local branch of the union for 
workers in the hospitality, gaming, 
SeE ARAMARK, pace A4 
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Hit and run driver 


Meighan 


By SARAH TAN 


News & Features Editor 


On Nov. 25 Thomas Mei- 
ghan, the driver of the vehicle 
that struck and killed Hopkins 
junior Miriam Frankl, was 
indicted by a Baltimore City 
Grand Jury. 

According to a press release 
by the state attorney's office, 
Meighan has been charged 
with automobile manslaugh- 
ter, four counts of leaving the 
scene of an accident, one count 
of failure to render aid, two 
counts of driving on a sus- 
pended license and two counts 
of driving a vehicle without an 
interlock device. 

Meighan is currently being 
held without bail in the Bal- 
timore Detention Center and 
faces amaximum penalty of 35 
years in prison. This sentence 
includes charges held against 
him from an earlier driving 
offense that occurred in July 
after he left the scene of a se- 
rious bodily injury caused by 
his driving that occurred on 
the Gwynn’s Falls Parkway. 

Of the 35-year sentence he 
faces, 10 of those years are a re- 
sult of the charge of automobile 
manslaughter that occurred in 
October. 

These charges came as a re- 
sult of evidence gathered over 
the past six weeks following 


indicted 


the death of Frankl, as well 
as from the accounts of many 
witnesses who offered infor- 
mation after hearing about the 
tragic events. 

“Weare very appreciative of 
the many witnesses that have 
stepped forward as a response 
to the many media reports af- 
ter the tragedy, and who have 
aided in the investigation,” 
Margaret Burns, spokesperson 
for the State’s Attorney’s Of- 
fice, said. 

According to Burns, Mei- 
ghan will be arraigned in mid- 
December, but his trial will be 
sometime early next year. 

In addition, after reviewing 
the initial call reporting Mei- 
ghan’s erratic driving earlier 
in the day as he made his way 
up Broadway St, some officials 
feel the call was mishandled 
by police, and that the operator 
who fielded the call neglected 
to send an officer to properly 
investigate the claim. 

“T don’t think ‘mishandled’ 
is the right term,” Anthony 
Guglielmi, spokesperson for 
the Baltimore Police Depart- 
ment, said. 

“We have questions that we 
want answered, and we don’t 
know if there’s any wrong- 
doing at this point. What the 
chief of patrol has ordered is 
a command investigation, he’s 

SEE INDICTMENT, race A8 


horse riding 
to Hopkins — | 


By MARIE CUSHING 
Editor-in-Chief 


Citti noted, however that de- 
spite restrictions that the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury has imposed 
on study abroad programs offered 
at other univer- | 
sities (Harvard 
being a prime ex- 
ample), it is possi- 


nomic times,” Dixon said. 

“I want the people of this 
great city to know that my ad- 
ministration is fortunate to 
have a talented and dedicated 
team of professionals running 
city agencies and departments. 
Like me, my team remains fo- 


demic interactions between Hopkins 
students and faculty with this robust 
island nation? More specifically, is 
it possible for a Hopkins student to 
study in Cuba under 

a study abroad pro- 

gram? 


When Maya Jabbour and 
Surprisingly the 


Amy Lee met through therapeu- | 


Hopkins has a 
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sioned by what hc ped 
believed were the 

“truly noble ideals” of the Cuban 
Revolution, Ellis sought to study in 
Cuba to see how these ideals play 
out in the daily Cuban experience. 
The processes through which he 
was able to study in Cuba was rath- 
er complicated, however. 


eight weeks. It is not clear if the 
prosecution will seek jail time. 

“Once the sentencing date oc- 
curs, the defense will argue for 
leniency,” Cabezas explained. 

“The state attorney’s office will 
ask for the punishment [it] believes 
is appropriate for the crime.” 

In a statement released from 


to two years of re- 
search on US leg- 
islation against Cuba, specifically 
on travel restrictions to Cuba. 
When Ellis first notified the Of- 
fice of Study Abroad of his inten- 
tion to study in Cuba, he was told 
that there was no possibility. The 
Bush administration had already 


did not have a riding team. That 
was something I used to look at 
as a down-side,” Jabbour said. 
“[Then] I got to view this as an op- 
portunity to do something big.” 
Though the cost of a thorough- 
bred horse can range anywhere 
from several thousand dollars 
up to the equivalent of a Hopkins 


By ADAM ZELDIN 
Staff Writer 


The LEED certification is 
a holistic process that awards 
points for many different 
things. Gilman will utilize cut- 
ting-edge technology to attain 
its ranking. 

“We're putting in energy 
efficient systems that are con- 


Gilman Hall has been un- 
der construction for as long as 
the freshmen and sophomore 
classes have attended Hop- 
kins. The News-Letter caught 


all channels 


the steps of the court house after 
See DIXON, pace A8& 


“Hopkins has a valid license that 
enables students to study in Cuba,” 


eliminated nearly 
SeE CUBA, pace A4 
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education, the team has been 
very fortunate — and frugal. 

They negotiated the cost of 
two horses down to just a few 
hundred dollars each, and on 
Wednesday they got a free lease 
on a fourth horse valued at 
$40,000. 

“Amy knows so many people. 
She’s very well-connected in the 
horse world,” Jabbour said. 

Still, the two students are pay- 
ing for these horses completely 
out of pocket with no financial 
support from Hopkins. They 
hope to get reimbursed through 
member dues, lesson fees and 
fundraising. 

“It’s an investment we made. 
We knew going in what we're 
getting ourselves into,” Jabbour 
said. “I’ve never owned my own 
horse, so I've been learning about 
what it takes to own a horse and 
what it takes to train a horse.” 

Jabbour has been riding since 
she was eight, but was not heav- 
ily involved in competitions, pre- 
ferring to spend time working at 
horse camps and leading lessons. 


up with Martin Kajic, Facilities 
Program Manager and Gilman 
project manager for KSAS. 

Kajic led this reporter 
through Gilman demonstrat- 
ing specific changes that have 
been made to the building to 
make it more accessible and 
environmentally friendly, as 
well as restorative upgrades 
designed to maintain the his- 
torical charm of the building. 

The building’s renovations 
are on track to be complete by 
summer 2010, to allow use dur- 
ing the fall 2010 semester. “It 
will be ready for the fall [2010] 
academic semester, and I think 
the official ceremony won't be 
until October at a Trustees’ 
meeting, but that is yet to be 
determined,” Kajic said. 

The building is also on track 
to gain a Silver LEED Certifi- 
cation from the United States 
Green Building Council. The 
silver certification is above 
bronze certification, but below 
gold and platinum level certi- 
fication. 


This has helped her out with the 
Hopkins team, where many of 
the riders are beginners. 

See HORSES, pace B10 


“Gilman is the first renovat- 
ed building on the Homewood 
campus that is attaining a 
LEED certification,” Kajic said. 


trolled through smart con- 
trols and occupancy sensors. 
If somebody is in their office 
and they leave and they for- 
get to turn off their lights or 
heat, that will go off if it’s not 
occupied for a period of time. 
So we're not wasting energy,” 
Kajic said. 

A new mechanical base- 
ment was dug. 

Lighting levels will auto- 
matically adjust based on am- 
bient light. “We are also, in 
certain areas of the building, 
where there’s a lot of light com- 
ing in, such as the Hut and pe- 
rimeter offices doing daylight 
harvesting. Daylight harvest-_ 
ing sees the amount of natu- 
ral light coming into a space 
and starts to slowly dim your 
lights, so you're having energy 
reductions there,” Kajic said. 

Electricity isn’t the only util- 
ity that will be saved. “We're 
putting low flow toilettes in 
the building—so we're achiev- 
ing water savings,” Kajic said. 

No project is truly green 
without recycling. “We're reus- 
ing some materials. The stacks 
had marble in the aisle ways 
See GILMAN, pace A8 
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Live Entertainment B 


By KENSING NG AND 
SARAH TAN 
Staff Writers 


On Monday the Baltimore 
city council released the Live 
Entertainment Bill. The bill 
will allow restaurants and bars 
to host live entertainment, in 
hopes that it would help revital- 
ize the city’s local economy. 

In the past, commercial estab- 
lishments near Baltimore’s resi- 
dential areas were prohibited 
from hosting live entertainment 
due to the risk of noise pollu- 
tion. 

However, the nature of Balti- 
more City’s gradual expansion 
has resulted in a mix of com- 
mercial establishments and resi- 
dential areas, sometimes making 
it difficult for establishments to 
keep their music down for resi- 
dents. The city council needed to 
find a way to improve local enter- 
tainment without offending local 
residents. 

“IT would like to see more live 
entertainment,” Councilman Bill 
Henry said, “but I would like to 
see it increased in as commu- 
nity-friendly a way as possible 
because so many of our commer- 

-cial entertainment destinations 
are right up against residential 
areas.” 

Initially, the bill would have 
created licensing procedures for 
live entertainment. However, 
the bill that was passed in Octo- 
ber regulates live entertainment 
via zoning. The difference is that 
a license is only valid for the es- 
tablishment that applied for it, 
whereas a zoning rule applies 
to the location itself and is still 
valid for the new owner when 
the location changes hands. 

“This is a huge tool because it 
gives bar and restaurant owners 
an incentive to be good neigh- 
bors. I don’t think the original 
bill went far enough to protect 

neighborhoods against problem 
establishments,” Councilman 
William Cole said. 

However, Henry, who was a 
cosponsor-on the original ver- 
sion of the bill, supported the 
licensing method over the zon- 
ing method. “We should regu- 
late live entertainment same 
way we regulate liquor,” he 
said. 

“The license doesn’t go with 
the property; it goes with op- 
erator. By regulating it though 
zoning, the bill discourages 
communities from working 
with live entertainment opera- 
tors to find ways to work to- 
gether.” 

Jennifer Erickson, President of 
the Charles Village Civic Asso- 
ciation, agreed. 

“The Bill creates a burden on 
the communities to make and 
pursue complaints against un- 
truly establishments instead of 
providing a licensing system to 
regularly monitor these estab- 
lishments,” she said. 

Henry also claimed that the 
companion legislation enacted 
to help enforcement of the bill is 
flawed. 

One piece of companion leg- 
islation allowed for the revoca- 
tion® of the zoning permit for 
a certain business if residents 

complain. 

However, Henry noted, this 
law might be challenged on le- 
gal grounds. The government 
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The new legislation will allow bars and restaurants such as CVP to host live entertainment. 


can revoke zoning rules for an 
entire area by defining it as a 
public good, but to revoke rules 
for an individual business con- 
stitutes a “taking” by the gov- 
ernment. 

Henry noted that if the com- 
panion legislation allowing for 
the revocation of zoning per- 
mits were to be struck down, 
residents would be unable to 
legally prohibit a certain estab- 
lishment from having live en- 
tertainment. 

However, Spector noted that 
zoning permits would be for 
“conditional use,” which would 


guards to complement this 
targeted expansion of live en- 
tertainment,” Rawlings-Blake | 
said. 

However, Hopkins students 
generally felt that the new bill | 
wouldn't effect them. 

Junior Henry Kaldre, the | 
lead guitarist of the band Rest 
Among Ruins who often plays | 
at local venues such as Ram’s | 
Head and Sonar, said that even | 
if bars and restaurants did start | 
offering live entertainment, his 
band probably wouldn't play 
those locations. 

“Charles Village Pub doesn’t | 


prohibit establishments from even really have a stage,” Kaldre 
violating local said. 
laws such as : In addi- 
noise regula- Government policy tion, fraterni- | 
tions. . ties such as | 
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and while it’s 
not perfect, it 
gives citizens 


bad guys. 


power that 
they never 
had before.” 


Erickson has raised concerns 
that residents will be unable to 
effectively move against busi- 
nesses, given the difficulty of 
navigating the bureaucratic sys- 
tem. 

“Currently in hearings before 
the BMZA (Baltimore Municipal 
Zoning Appeals), our commu- 
nity volunteers were forced to 
spend hours waiting to oppose 
zoning applications for changes 
in our neighborhoods that are 
pushed forward by the appli- 
cants with little advance notice 
to the community,” Erickson 
said. 

“We are very concerned about 
the possibility that Live Enter- 
tainment applications will be 
added to that hearing list.” How- 
ever, Cole noted that this is more 
a problem with efficiency in the 
system, rather than with the bill 
itself. 

“You don’t need a law to fix 
that,” he said. “That's a staffing 
issue.” 

Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, 
city council president, said that 
she thought that the Charles Vil- 
lage neighborhood was strong 
enough to allow for live enter- 
tainment without distress to its 
citizens, however. 

“I believe we have created 
strong neighborhood _ safe- 
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fact that they | 
do not have a 
zoning license 
to do so. 

However, a 
fraternity spokesman said that 
he did not think that the bill 
would effect them, and that he | 
believed that live entertainment | 
acts that they do host are not il- | 
legal. 

“We only host a couple live 
entertainment events, and 
when we do, it’s usually just a 
band that some of the brothers 
are in. I don’t think these bills 
would affect us because it’s not 
like we hired a band,” sopho- 
more fraternity brother Ernest 
Wright said. 

Fraternity president John 
Charney said that the organi- 
zation is not planning on ap- 
plying for a zoning license, nor 
do they have plans to stop host- 


ing acts. 
“More bands, more babes,” 
Charney said. 


“We didn’t have a license be- 
fore there was this bill, we won't 
have one now.” 

Ultimately, the effects of this 
bill have yet to be revealed. 

“Government policy can be 
unpredictable, and it is difficult 
to make legislation that targets 
only the troublemakers. The 
good ones are often scared of 
regulation designed to catch the 
bad ones,” Henry said. 

“It’s hard for the government 
to design a net that just catches 
bad guys.” 


| monthly 


FEES 


By LAURA MUTH 


News & Features Editor 


The Student Government As- 
sociation (SGA) is working on a 
follow-up study to further inves- 
tigate price variations between 
Charles Street Market (Char Mar) 
and other grocery stores. 

According to sophomore sena- 
tor Mark Dirzulaitis, most prices 
seem to be in line, but a number 
of items are considerably more 
expensive at Char Mar than at 
chain grocery stores and the lo- 
cal shops Eddie’s and University 
Market (Uni Mini) 

Karen Cutler, director of 
communications for Aramark, 
explained the process the com- 
pany used to price its prod- 
ucts. 

“We have a competitive strat- 
egy ... We analyze the prices at 
other local establishments and 
try to match ours appropriately,” 
she said. 

She added that price changes 


| were not out of the question, 
| but would have to be addressed 


through David Furhman, the 


| director of Dining Services for 


Hopkins and the local Aramark 
management team. 

Reginald Stephens, the op- 
erations director for Aramark at 
Hopkins, could not be reached 
for comment by press time. 

Furhman elaborated on the 
pricing process used by Aramark 
in an e-mail to The News-Letter. 

“Aramark implements a 
competitive pricing 


| analysis that includes pricing 


from the three convenience com- 
petitors in the area,” he wrote. 
“Retail prices are... based on 
a number of factors with the most 
obvious being their wholesale 
cost of any item.” 
He said that there are 38 ma- 


| jor products that are used for this 


pricing analysis, including eggs, 
Dannon yogurt, several kinds of 
cereal, milk and a Ben & Jerry’s 
ice cream pint. 

However, the Ben & Jerry’s 


pint is also one of the items on the 
SGA’s list of products that was 
notably more expensive than at 
local and chain competitors. Ac- 
cording to the study, at Char Mar 
it cost $4.39, while Superfresh, 
the next most expensive competi- 
tor, had priced it at $3.99. 

Despite this, the study also 
showed that eggs at Char Mar 
were less expensive than at Su- 
perfresh and Safeway. 

Furhman pointed out that 
various other factors come into 
account when setting prices. 

“Other operational costs also 
affect pricing — such as the costs 
associated with the operating 
hours at the Charles Street Mar- 
ket,” he wrote. 

Like Cutler, he acknowledged 
the possibility of change but did 
not make any guarantees. 

“JHU Dining and Aramark 
are always happy to meet with 
students,” Furhman wrote. 

“However, it would be un- 
fair to expect that the meeting 
would instantly result in a low- 
er retail price . . . For instance, 
if Aramark is unable to source 
a particular product at low 
enough wholesale cost to en- 
able them to sell the product at 
a lower retail price, it would be 
unfair to expect them to take a 
loss on that product.” 

Furhman also addressed the 
fact that buying dining dollars at 
the beginning of the year means 
a student pays more for a dollar 
for a dining dollar. The exchange 
rate is about 1.4:1. 

“The difference in the cost... 
is the University’s facilities fee . 
. . to support the operational ex- 
penses of the campus dining pro- 
grams including such items as 
utilities, cooking equipment, on- 
going repairs and renovations,” 
he wrote. 

Depending on the meal plan, 
that fee can range from $136 to 
$416 per semester. 

Since this is paid from the ac- 
tually meal plan, additional din- 
ing dollars purchased after the 


Il instated Aramark and Dining react to pricing study 


beginning of the semester does 
not carry the facilities fee. 

Sophomore Claire Snodgrass 
acknowledged that the pricing 
was inconvenient sometimes, but 
also pointed out that Char Mar 
is at a disadvantage in some re- 
gards. 

“1 think it’s hard for such a 
small supermarket to be com- 
petitive with a chain,” she said, 
“I would like them to offer more 
competitive prices, though.” 

Senior Kevin Rhie said that 
since he’s not on a meal plan, he 
just avoids shopping at Char Mar 
for the most part. 

“T usually do my grocery shop- 
ping at Giant or even the farmer's 
market. There’s a better selection 
and better prices.” 

Junior Aaron Jones felt that it 
was a problem but was pessimis- 
tic about change. 

“I don’t think the study will 
do much to change it,” he said. 
“It’s supply and demand. It’s one 
of the only places you can use a 
meal plan.” 

Baylor University, another col- 
lege that uses Aramark, has not 
experienced any issues with the 
company in terms of pricing, al- 
though Director of Dining Ser- 
vices Brett Perlowski also point- 
ed out that Baylor’s convenience 
store was quite small. 

“We mostly just sell drinks 
and light snacks there, so it’s 
very small,” he said. “And when 
we sell national brands we make 
sure our pricing is in line with 
that.” 

Compared with pricing and 
meal plans at Towson Universi- 
ty, Hopkins is more expensive, 

but also gives offers more din- 
ing dollars. For example, the 
14 meal plan at Towson comes 
with $50 of dining points and 
costs $1,987 and is the most 
popular meal plan. The 14 meal 
plan at Hopkins comes with 
$250 dining dollars and costs 
$2,579 and is one of the two 
meal plans available to fresh- 
men. 


Phi Delta Theta initiated into national chapter 


After a year of colonizing, the newest fraternity is now recognized 


By CONOR FOLEY 
Staff Writer 


On Friday the members of Phi 


| Delta Theta fraternity at Hopkins 


were Officially initiated by their 
General Headquarters as full 
members of the fraternity. The 
following day, the Hopkins chap- 
ter was installed as the Maryland 
Delta of Phi Delta Theta. 

The Hopkins Chapter of Phi 
Delta Theta began colonizing in 
the fall of 2008 and was approved 
by the Inter-Fraternity Council 
on Feb. 13. The fraternity was in- 
stalled with 45 founding fathers. 

According to Rob Turning, 
Greek Life coordinator at Hopkins 
who is also a Phi Delta Theta alum- 
nus, it generally takes one to two 
years for colonies to be chartered. 

In order to be approved by the 
General Headquarters, the frater- 
nity’s national organization, the 
chapter had to meet a number of 
requirements. According to the 
Phi Delta Theta Web site, a frater- 
nity must have at least 35 mem- 
bers when it is installed, and is 
expected to grow to the average 
size of other Greek organizations 
in its University. 

In addition, the chapter must 
establish an alumni advisory 
committee, show community 
service involvement and educate 
itself about the fraternity’s his- 
tory and values. 

To be formally installed, the 
chapter must also file a petition 
with the general headquarters. 
According to Justin Shen, the 
president of the Hopkins Chap- 
ter of Phi Delta Theta, the chapter 
prepared a petition of over 150 
pages, which included the chap- 
ter’s mission statement, organi- 
zational structure and a self-pre- 
pared history of Phi Delta Theta. 

“There were definitely times 
when it was a lot of work, but 
I’m very happy with the results. 
I wouldn't change anything I’ve 
done,” Shen said. 

The Hopkins chapter of Phi 
Delta Theta was noted by the 
national organization for hav- 
ing best practices in its coloniza- 
tion program in phikeia educa- 
tion (pledging), recruitment and 
scholarship. 

“(General Headquarters] 
wants these programs as a stan- 
dard for other Phi Delta Theta 
colonies. These programs do not 


rely on any big events but rather 
on techniques,” Andrew Sender, 
vice president of the Hopkins 
chapter, wrote in an e-mail to The 
News-Letter. 

“For instance our recruitment 
policy is to recruit all year long. 
Phikeia education is focused 
solely on the learnings of Phi 
Delta Theta’s values and cardi- 
nal principals by meeting every 
week. And our scholarship pro- 
gram focuses on the relaxation 
of studying by having a scholar 
mentor and recognizing those in 
need of academic help.” 

Turning noted that Phi Delta 
Theta presented the opportunity 
to expand participation in Greek 
life at Hopkins. 

“So far, I'd say they have 
recruited guys that  typi- 
cally wouldn't have joined a 
fraternity. They’ve had a lot of 
success with recruitment already, 
bringing in 45 people. Hopefully 
they raise the bar for all groups,” 
Turning said. 

Shen felt that Phi Delta’s ini- 


tiation process was part of its ap- 
peal to students. 

“Obviously, we are one of the 
few [fraternities] that genuinely 
don’t haze. A lot of people say 
“How can you have brotherhood 
without hazing?’ We say real 
brothers wouldn't haze each oth- 
er. You don’t go home for Thanks- 
giving and make your brother 
chug a beer,” Shen said. 

“We still have pledging, but 
its more centered around team 
building and just getting to know 
each other.” 

Sender wrote that personally, 
he felt the fraternity had positive- 
ly impacted his life at Hopkins. 

“Joining Phi Delta Theta as a 
founding father was one of the 
best decisions I made for my 
personal life. Because of our 


year round recruitment policy, 
I'm constantly meeting a new 
friend. I feel much more involved 
on campus this year than previ- 
ous years. And I always enjoy 
hanging out with my brothers,” 
Sender said. 


JHUs Phi Delta Theta fratemity officially became the Delta chapter of Maryland this past Friday. 
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Things I've Learned with Melanie Shell-Weiss Daniels cancels MSE 


THE JoHNS Hopkins News-Lerrer 


NEWS & FEATURES 


A838 


Hlistory professor discusses her work and experience with residents of East Baltimore 


By PETER SICHER 


News & Features Editor 


In light of the ongoing urban 
revitalization project in Middle 
East Baltimore by East Balti- 
more Development Inc. (EBDI), 
in which Hopkins is heavily in- 
volved, and recent news from 
the com munity, The News-Letter 
sat down once again to talk with 
Professor Melanie Shell-Weiss. 
Shell-Weiss is a professor of 
history at Hopkins and teaches 
a course called “The Power of 
Place: Race and Community in 
East Baltimore.” : 

Students in her course take 
part in the East Baltimore Oral 
History Project. 


News-Letter (N-L): Tell 
about the oral history project. 

Shell-Weiss (M.S.): We offi- 
cially launched in fall of 2008. 
We're now going into a little 
over the second year of the proj- 
ect 


me 


Both Ben and I really like 
the idea of — and Nia has 
been a real advocate for this 
as well — putting students at 
the center of these kinds of his- 
tory documentation efforts as 
something that provides an ex- 
citing opportunity for students 
but also something that really 
provides a framework to bridge 
across generations . . . it’s not 
just the trauma that happens to 
adults who are being forcibly 
relocated, it’s what this means 
for their kids and their grand- 
kids. 

What does it mean not to be 
able to see or know where you 
grew up, being robbed of any 
sense of place or roots? It has 
serious psychological effects for 
people. 

The opportunity to involve 
young people at Hopkins, and 
undergraduate students in par- 
ticular, in this documentation ef- 
fort seemed really exciting. , 

It seemed an opportunity 
to not only show young people 
in the neighborhood what was 
possible, but also to reach young 
people in our university com- 
munity and teach them about 
Baltimore. 


N-L: How has EBDI affected 
Hopkins’ relationship with the 
community? 

M.S.: I think the response to 
EBDI has been decidedly mixed 
from the community. There 
are a lot of folks who are very 
quick to point out the wonder- 
ful, wonderful things EBDI is 
doing. 

Members of the Hopkins com- 
munity that are involved with 
EBDI are very proud of that and 
should be. 

EBDI is doing a lot of good 
things. What this project really 
tries to do... is to really evalu- 
ate the full scope of what’s go- 
ing on and the full impact for 
the men and women who are 
living through these changes 
directly, the residents of the 
neighborhoods who are most 
affected. 

It really gets back to this issue 
of how these programs are car- 
ried out and the ongoing request 
on the part of community mem- 
bers for full transparency and 
the opportunity to be considered 
as full and equal members in the 
conversation about what is go- 
ing to happen to their homes and 
residences. 

There's really no history of that 
ever taking place when it comes 
to urban renewal processes and 
that strikes me as being funda- 
mentally unjust. 

I'd like to think, if you look at 
all the different ways Hopkins 
is involved both with EBDI and 
with the various efforts taking 
place in the community, that 
many of the efforts taking place 
now are very much geared to- 
wards fostering this equal dia- 


logue and trying to make this 
urban revitalization initiative a 
humane initiative. 

It doesn’t always work out 
that way and that is really trou- 
bling. 

I certainly do not think Hop- 
kins’ relation with EBDI is hurt- 
ing how Hopkins is perceived in 
the community anymore than 
that relationship already was 
hurt. 

There is a deep history of in- 
equality there. There is a very 
deep history of what many mem- 
bers of these communities see as 
outright exploitation that pre- 
dates EBDI. 

EBDI really came into the mid- 


the challenges associated with it, 
the real human challenges, the 
downside of these kinds of proj- 
ects as well the promise. 


N-L: What is your relationship 
with 
like? 

M.S.: From the first days | 
was here I found the city of Bal- 
timore to be a very welcoming 
place. 


East Baltimore residents 


I will always be an outsider 
in these neighborhoods . . . I 
don’t live there and my family 
is not from there. I’m not from 
Baltimore, I’m originally from 
Detroit. | work at Hopkins. I’m a 
white woman. 


FILE PHOTO 


Shell-Weiss is taking part in a project to gather oral histories from E. Baltimore residents. 


dle of that. I think the challenge 
now is how not to commit those 
sins of the past. 

N-L: How will EBDI help or 
hurt Baltimore? 

M.S.: I think what EBDI pro- 
poses to do sounds really good. 
It’s a marvelously optimistic way 
of thinking about how to breathe 
new life into urban neighbor- 
hoods. 

A lot of the things they pro- 
posed to do, [such as] the vision 
for the community school, the 
vision that EBDI and members of 
the Urban Health Institute have 
for thinking about ways to do 
community health that integrates 
education, [and] other social and 
political needs in the community 
[are very good]. 

There’s a lot of really good 
stuff happening there [in terms 
of] sustainability . . . I think the 
challenge comes in practice . . . 
When you're talking about tak- 
ing over individuals’ and fami- 
lies’ homes through eminent 
domain and forcibly relocating 
them, this is really, really prob- 
lematic... 

As EBDI is quick to point out 
— and this has certainly become 
clear in the oral histories student 
for this class have done — there 
are a lot of people who have been 
relocated, not initially by choice, 
out of these neighborhoods, who 
ultimately feel very positively 
about the outcome .. . They want- 
ed to get out of the neighborhood 
for a while. 

They had no way to do this. 
They appreciate this assistance. 
They felt EBDI and the various 
partners had been fair to them 
and were very satisfied. 

There are other families that 
had a very different experience, 
however. 

I hope this project is a way of 
highlighting all the many facets of 
that story and setting up a dialogue 
— certainly here in Baltimore but 
also a national and international 
conversation — about urban revi- 
talization and urban renewal and 


In all these respects I’ve am 
outsider and always will be, I’ve 
never been made to feel like an 
outsider by any of our commu- 
nity partners or residents with 
whom I've worked and I’ve been 
overwhelmed by the warmth, the 
generosity, the kindness and the 
patience of the people who we 
work with. 

When I think about my role in 
the community I think of myself 
much more as a facilitator and a 
learner . . . | hope to open up op- 
portunities for conversation be- 
tween students . . . and members 
of the community. 


N-L: How do you feel about 
the recent closure of the Save 
Middle East Action Committee 
(SMEAC)? 

M.S.: My involvement with 
SMEAC only dates back a little 
over a year ago with the lunch- 
ing of this project... 1 have been 
really, really impressed with 
SMEAC from the get go. 

I think it’s one of the most ex- 
citing examples of a grass roots 
organization for change any- 
where. 

I know from talking to folks 
from cities across the country 
in a lot of different contexts 
that SMEAC also cast a very big 
shadow. Folks in other cities . . 
. are aware of what SMEAC was 
doing, were really inspired by 
it. 

The members of SMEAC and 
the leaders of SMEAC have been 
very generous to me and to my 


students — leading walking | 


tours, talking tirelessly with stu- 
dents, answering their questions 
and so forth. 

I've been so incredibly grate- 
ful for that. I think . . . what 
SMEAC managed to do for resi- 
dents . . . has been really inspir- 
ing. It’s very much a David and 
Goliath story. 

You have a group of people 
who by just about any con- 
ventional measure don’t have 
much power, and yet they’ve 
managed to do very much and 
they’ve also managed to serve 
as a public conscience for a lot 
of the decision makers and the 
big institutions that have been 
involved with the urban revi- 
talization efforts, including our 
university, and that’s really tre- 
mendous. 

For all those reasons I was 
really surprised, and I was sad- 
dened, to know that SMEAC was 
disbanding ... Certainly the folks 
who are residents of the commu- 
nity and members of SMEAC 
have a much better idea of what 
is going on than I do, and I defer 


to their good judgment. 

From an outsider looking 
in, though, I have to say I do 
have serious questions about 
this idea that there is no longer 
a need for a public conscience, 
that there’s no longer a need for 
an organization that is going to 
give voice to the way that these 
endeavors are affecting local 
residents. 

As an outsider looking in it 
does not appear that that project 
has reached its conclusion and 
things are so secure that there’s 
no longer a need for that kind of 
organization. 

For that reason I hope that 
even though SMEAC is disband- 
ing, there might be another or- 
ganization that will move in and 
take up that charge. 


N-L: Former SMEAC presi- 
dent Donald Gresham has talked 
about starting a new organiza- 
tion. What is your opinion of 
that? 

M.S.: I have to say that over 
the time I’ve been working with 
SMEAC, Donald Gresham has 
been front and center in all of 
that. 

It really has been Mr. Gresh- 
am who made it possible for us 
to work so closely with SMEAC. 
He has devoted so much in 
terms of learning and teaching 
and fostering and framing dia- 
logue with the Hopkins commu- 
nity and especially with those 
who've been working with me 
on this project. 

I certainly hope Donald will 
continue to be a public voice for 
change, that he’ll continue to be 
a public voice within Middle East 
and in the context of the EBDI ur- 
ban revitalization process. 

Donald strikes me as a natural 
to continue to be a community 
leader and to lead a new organi- 
zation. 


speech due to 


By JOYNITA SUR 
Stall Writer | 


President Daniels can- 
celled his scheduled talk 
for the MSE Symposium 
due to his October sur- 
gery to remove an abscess 
in his stomach. 

“When we, along with 
the student 
were notified 
Daniel's 


the rest of 
body, 
President 
gery, we kept in close 

contact with his office to | 


3) ial, 
sur- 


see if he would be able to 
speak at the MSE Sym- | 
| posium,” Daniel Ingram, 


MSE Chair, said, 

“However, about a 
week and a half ago, we 
were notified that President Dan- 
iels will not be able to speak.” 

“J am not surprised [to hear 
that President Daniels canceled 
the talk]. He is recuperating 
from a very serious surgery and 

| his doctors do not want him to 
stray from his recovery,” Dennis 
O’Shea, the University Spokes- 
person, said. 

President Daniels has been 
convalescing and is expected to 
return to his office sometime in 

| December. 

“He’s doing great,” Jerome 
Schnydman, Daniels’ adminis- 
trative assistant, said. 

“He will be back in the office 
next Monday, but part-time. He 

| will slowly ease back to the office 
over the next month.” 
| President Daniels called off his 
| MSE talk after his doctors gave 
him a time-frame of eight weeks 
| for his post-surgical recuperation. 
| Since he could not be certain of 
| exactly when he would be back 
| full-time, President Daniels felt it 
was best to cancel the talk. 
| “The reason we were interest- 
| ed in having President Daniels 
speak is because of our theme 


surgery 
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Daniels underwent surgery to remove an abscess in Oct. 


of transition between. genera- 
tions. We felt that with President 
Brody’s talk last year, it would be 
appropriate if President Daniels 
had an opportunity to address 
the campus this year and field 
questions from the audience,” In- 
gram said. 

Yet, as the MSE Symposium is 
held only during the fall semes- ’ 
ter, President Daniels will not 
have an opportunity to speak at 
the Symposium until next year. 

“T cannot speak as to what will 
happen next year, but I hope that he 
will be considered. There are also 
other student groups, such as the 
Foreign Affairs Symposium, that | 
can see him participate in to speak 
to the student body,” Ingram said. 

Students expressed sympathy 
for Daniels. 

“Tm not really upset. I feel like 
it would have been really anti- 
climactic to end with him after 
we had Steele and Elizabeth Ed- 
wards. Anyway, health comes 
first,” sophomore Claire Snod- 
grass said. 

“I hope he gets better. He 
should take all the time he 
needs,” senior Kevin Rhie said. 
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Studying abroad in Cuba still feasible Aramark workers worry over jobs 


CUBA, FROM Al 
of academic exchange with Cuba 
earlier in the decade. 

“I started to dive a bit further, 
and met Dr. Gonzalez [Director of 
the Spanish and Latin American 
Subdivision of the Department of 
Romance Languages] who used 
to take students to Cuba over 


ture,” rendering it one of “the 
most culturally rich, diverse 
and profound nations in the re- 
gion.” 

“The Embargo has no ground- 
ing at this point,” Ellis said as he 
expressed disdain at the fact that 
after nearly 50 years it continues 
to, “cause the Cubans suffering.” 


spring break,” He feels 
Ellis said. strongly — that 
After  hav- Cuba will be ; both the US 
, 4 supa W1 € an area 
ing studied US 2 : = and the Cuban 
legislation on of great interest governments 
Cuba, he found . | he ] need to reach 
2 loophole 1 the months anc a’ diplomatie 
through theOf years to come. understanding 


fice of Foreign 


by opening up 


Assets (OFAC) — PETER AGRE, NOBEL real discussion. 
under the De- Peter Agre, 
partment of LAUREATE AND LEADER OF yiohel Laure. 
the Treasury — MALARIA RESEARCH INST. ate in chemis- 
which admin- try and leader 


isters and up- 

holds economic 

sanctions in accordance with US 
foreign policy and national secu- 
rity interests. 

It was from the OFAC that El- 
lis had to obtain permission to 
travel to Cuba. 

In order to study in Cuba he 
had to (among other require- 
ments) be a matriculating student 
at a university that has a program 
in Cuba (or an academic license) 
and the duration of the study had 
to be longer than 10 weeks. 

In addition, he had to pursue 
a formal course of study in Cuba 
and the University had to ap- 
prove all of the proposed classes 
and accept them for credit. 

While he was communicating 
with OFAC, he was also talking 
to members of the University ad- 
ministration to obtain approval 
for his course of study. 

It was once he obtained ap- 
proval from both the University 
and OFAC that he enrolled in the 
University of Havana indepen- 
dently. 

Ellis was able to stay for three 
months by using a loophole hav- 
ing to do with immigration policy 
in Cuba. Though he travelled to 
Cuba with a tourist visa, Cuban 
law requires that a foreign stu- 
dent change this visa to a student 
visa upon arrival. 

This student visa lasts for the 
duration of the intended pro- 
gram of study and expires on the 
last day of the program. 

After having completed his 
ten-week summer term he flew 
out of Cuba to the nearby Baha- 
mas before flying back in, thus 
renewing his tourist visa. 

It was during this extended 
period of stay that he was able to 
truly see the legacy of the Cuban 
revolution in action. 

He saw how, “the far less- 
than-ideal revolution served to 
give Cubans a rich sense of cul- 


3101 N Calvert St. 


of the Hopkins 

Malaria Re- 
search Institute, expressed the 
same sentiments. 

Taking into account the exis- 
tence of “higher priorities on the 
Obama agenda” than the easing 
of relations with Cuba, he hopes 
nevertheless that relations with 
Cuba will be normalized. 

Agre, president of the Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) led a delegation 
of scientists to Cuba in mid-No- 
vember with “the advancement 
of science in mind.” 

Representing the AAAS and 
with a non-political agenda in 
mind, Agre and his delegation 
met with the Deputy Foreign 
Minister, the President of the 
Cuban National Academy for the 
Sciences and the Director of the 
Latin-American Medical School 


among other scientific notables, 

His delegation also visited the 
biotechnology institute, the ma- 
larial institute and the vaccine 
institutes of Cuba. 

As scientists, they were all re- 
quired by Cuban law to travel as 
private citizens but were not per- 
mitted to travel as tourists. 

“This trip was entirely formal, 
and involved meeting with top 
scientists and personnel to fos- 
ter goodwill with the hope of in- 
creasing scientific cooperation,” 
Agre said. 

“Cubans have done things that 
Americans would like to know 
more about. Public health has 
clearly become a priority in Cuba 
where the infant mortality rate is 
less than those of some American 
cities.” 


He noted Cuba’s success in | 


eradicating malaria — an area 
of his research — and pointed to 
the talent of the Cubans of “do- 
ing more with less,” especially 
considering the fact that all Cu- 
ban scientists are government 
employees. 

Agre was shocked by what he 
saw however, comparing Cuba 
to post-World War II Italy and 
referring to the embargo as “not 
an act of war but an act of star- 
vation.” 

“Cuba will be an area of great 
interest in the months and years 
to come — specifically pertain- 
ing to the advancement of scienc- 
es and the public health break- 
throughs we have witnessed in 
this country,” Agre said. 

“Cuba continues to be a bea- 
con for the practice of science and 
specifically for the advancement 
of medicine.” 


COURTESY OF HOPKINSMEDICINE.ORG 


Peter Agre recently travelled to Cuba to foster scientific dialogue and discussion. 


Between 3:15 p.m. and 6.00 p.m on Nov. 19: 


A laptop and backpack were stolen from the third-floor bedroom of a Hopkins senior. Two 
laptops and a PlayStation 3 were taken from a roommate's bedroom located on the same 
floor. Baltimore City Police responded and found the robber entered through an unlocked 
window. Investigations are continuing. 


Theft 
3003 N. Charles St 


At 3:45 p.m. on Nov. 19 


An unknown person used a staff member’s missing credit card to make a large purchase. 
The staff member was notified, and the card was recovered from the kitchen. 


Investigations are ongoing, 


Former employee fights for recognition of wrongful termination 


ARAMARK, From Al 

food service, manufacturing, tex- 
tile, laundry and airport services. 
However, he said he never heard 
back from them and decided to 
hire his own lawyer. His goal is 
to overturn what he considers 
his wrongful termination and re- 
ceive back pay for the time since 
he lost his job. 

According to Tina Turner, a 
current Aramark employee, part 
of the reason Harris has not re- 
ceived a response from the Union 
is that they are in the midst of a 
transition from a bigger regional 
union back to the local Unite 
HERE! branch. 

Unite HERE! local seven presi- 


| dent Gladys Burrell confirmed 
| that the union was in the midst of 


a transition period. However, she 
also stated that the three employ- 
ees to have been fired this semes- 


| ter were “terminated because of 
| tardiness,” rather than as a result 


of missing days due to sickness. 

Turner disagreed. 

“A lot of employees were re- 
cently terminated because of ill- 
ness,” she said. “They tell you 
youre still responsible for your 
work . . . even if [the employee] 


| did have a doctor’s note.” 


She said even when news 


| about the H1N1 flu virus was 
| gaining national attention, work- 


ers were told they still had to 


| come to work. 


“Sometimes they couldn’t do 


| their job, but if they didn’t come 
| in they’d get suspended or worse 


comes to worse terminated,” she 
said. 

Another Aramark employee 
who preferred not to be named 
agreed with Turner’s assessment. 

“Even on the news they say, if 
youre sick stay home,” the em- 
ployee said. “But here they seem 
to think it doesn’t matter what 
the situation is, work should 
come first.” 

This employee also stated that 
they had not heard anything from 


| the union for several weeks. 


Burrel stated that the union’s 
contract with Aramark expires 


WILL SHEPHERDSON/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Some Aramark employees say their coworkers have been fired after taking sick days. 


Jan. 31, meaning it is up for rene- 
gotiation. However, she said that 
they have not yet held a meeting 
to discuss potential changes. 

“We haven't written down 
proposals yet,” she said. 

That meeting will be sched- 
uled for sometime in the next 
week or two. She acknowledged 
that the shift to the local branch 
of the Unite HERE! union has 
been slow because of all the legal 
paperwork. 

Turner also expressed concern 
with Aramark’s healthcare policy. 
Only full-time employees get the 
company’s health benefits, which 
include dental, eye and primary 
health care. To be considered full- 
time, an employee has to work at 
least 30 hours a week. 

According to the anonymous 
employee, schedules and shifts 
are frequently written so that 
they are 25 hours a week. 

Turner added that Aramark 
recently hired a number of new 
employees, but most of them 
were part-time. 

Harris stated that although he 
did want to prove his employ- 


ment had been wrongfully termi- 
nated, he was not sure he would 
ever want to return to work with 
Aramark. 

“I want to get my wrongful 
termination overturned and get 
my back pay, then decide if I go 
back,” he said. 

Students seemed to be con- 
cerned with the possibility of 
sick employees coming to work, 
for multiple reasons. 

“They're in the food service, 
and that is a definite problem for 
reducing swine flu infections,” 
sophomore Claire Snodgrass 
said. “I mean, they tell us not 
to come in to the dining places 
when we're sick.” 

Junior Aaron Jones agreed, 
and added that, “I don’t think 
anyone should lose their job be- 
cause they’re sick.” 

Senior Kevin Rhie called it a 
“double standard,” referring to 
the fact that sick students are not 
supposed to go in public places. 

“T don’t really know what Ar- 
amark’s policies are, but I would 
say it’s a bad situation because 
they'll get everyone sick.” 
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Hopkins News 


School of Medicine 
Professor Kenneth 
Baughman killed 
in traffic accident 


Hopkins cardiologist Kenneth 
Baughman died from injuries 
sustained after being struck by a 
car while out for a run. 

A professor at the School of 
Medicine, Baughman, 63, was at- 
tending the Scientific Sessions of 
the American Heart Association 
in Orlando, Fla. 

Baughman came to Hopkins 
in 1979, and served as Director of 
Cardiology for nearly a decade. 

He is survived by his wife, 
two children and four grandchil- 
dren. 


— Marie Cushing 


School of Nursing 
begins use of 
new electronic 
monitoring 


The School of Nursing is start- 
ing a new study to determine the 
usefulness of Intel Health Guide, 
an electronic health monitoring 
device, for congestive heart fail- 
ure patients. 

The device helps patients 
monitor their condition by al- 
lowing them to measure things 
such as blood pressure and 
weight. 

It allows patients to interact 
with researchers and doctors 
through a wireless 4G internet 
connection provided by Clear- 
wire Corp. 


City council 
predicts more 
city-wide budget 
cuts this year 


According to projections pre- 
sented at a city council meeting 
yesterday afternoon, Baltimore is 
facing a $127 million shortfall for 
the coming year. 

This amount could increase 
by another $64 million if the city 
is not able to renegotiate pension 
benefits for police and firefight- 
ers. 

The city has already taken a 
number of measures in the past 
year to try to cut down on spend- 
ing, including eliminating over 
500 jobs, reducing trash pickups 
and closing government offices 
for five furlough days. There are 


The machine also makes a li- 
brary of educational videos avail- 
able to patients. 

Sixty inner-city African 
American patients living at 
home will participate in the 
study, which is led by Patricia 
Abbott, an associate professor in 
Nursing Systems and Outcomes, 
and funded by the National In- 
stitute of Health. 

Half of the groups will by 
using the new device while the 
other half will be receive normal 
care. 


— Peter Sicher 


New funds 
granted to boost 
communication 
between nursing, 
medical schools 


NEWS & FEATURES 


News In Brief 


Anthrax vaccine 
research halted 
because of animal 
testing concerns 


A federally-supported study 
of anthrax vaccines has been 
halted by the President of Okla- 
homa State University, V. Burns 
Hargis, because the baboons in- 


| volved in the study would have 


been euthanized. 

Some in the study feel Har- 
gis’s decision was unfair because 
anthrax is a genuine threat to the 


| United States and fear that other 


Hopkins hopes to increase in- 


ter-school communication with 
funds from a new grant. 

The Schools of Nursing and 
Medicine recently received 
a $35,000 grant from the Re- 


tooling for Quality and Safety | | 


Program, which is part of the 
Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation 
and the Institute for Health 


Improvement Open School for 


Health Professions. 
The grant will be used to im- 


prove communication between | 


the schools and will involve all 
109 nursing students and 120 
medical students. 


The program will teach stu- | | 


dents about patient quality and 


safety through the use of case | 


studies. 


— Peter Sicher 


City Briefs 


currently no plans to institute 
more furlough days next year. 


Successful D.C. 
enrichment 
program comes 
to Baltimore 


A successful after-school pro- 
gram pioneered in Washington, 
D.C. has come to Baltimore. 

Higher Achievement is a pro- 
gram that selects middle-school 
aged students to participate in 
after-school enrichment classes. 

In D.C,, the program helped 
students gain a grade of learning 
over their peers, and all the par- 
ticipants were accepted into col- 
lege-preparatory schools. 

The success of the Baltimore 
program is yet to be proven by 


projects involving animals will 
be halted as well. 

The university had announced 
in April that veterinary school 
teaching labs would halt the 
practice of euthanasia. 


— Peter Sicher 


In Other College News 


College sued by 
students and 
professors for 
holding prayers 
at campus events 


Student, professors and re- 
cent alumni of South Orange 
County Community College 
District are suing the school in 
federal court. 

They allege that administra- 
tors often lead prayers at events 
on two of the district’s campuses, 
which violates the First Amend- 
ment. 

The school system is in Cali- 
fornia. According to the suit, 
events at Saddleback College of- 
ten began with prayers. 

Saddleback College also al- 
legedly used a faculty training 
video called “God Bless the USA” 

that compared US soldiers 


| COURTESY OF WWWUTOLEDO.EDU 
University of Toledo President Lloyd Jacobs has 


clashed with faculty over tenure policies. 


test scores, but students have re- 
ported greater success in school 
as well as benefits such as better 
self-control. 


Baltimore 
participates in 
World AIDS Day 


Yesterday Baltimore joined 
nine other American cities in 
recognizing World AIDS Day, an 
event intended to raise aware- 
ness about the AIDS epidemic in 
Africa. 

Baltimore chose to deck the 
Washington Monument with red 
lights to commemorate the day. 
A service was held at the Mount 
Vernon United Methodist Church 
as well. 


—City Briefs by Laura Muth 


Gun detection sensors installed around city 


By PETER SICHER 
News & Features Editor 


The City of Baltimore recently 
installed two new acoustic gun 
detection systems in East Balti- 
more. 

The sensors are similar to the 
gun detection sensors that were 
placed around Homewood Cam- 
pus by Hopkins Security and the 
Baltimore Police Department last 
year. 

“If a gunshot detection sys- 
tem is able to accurately detect 
gunshots and differentiate them 
from other sounds and alert a 
central monitoring center, it can 
be a very useful tool to solve gun 
crimes and hopefully to reduce 
future gun violence,” Sheryl 
Goldststein, Director of the May- 
or’s Office on Criminal Justice, 
wrote in an email to The News- 
Letter. 

The sensors, which are still be- 
ing tested, were provided to the 
city free of charge. 

While Goldstein said the city 
would not disclose the exact loca- 
tion of the new sensors, she was 
optimistic about their effective- 

S. 

i The new sensors in East Bal- 
timore show promise. We contin- 
ue to experiment with them and 
work the vendor to make adjust- 
_ ments,” she wrote. 

Baltimore City hopes to even- 


WILL SHEPHERDSON/ PHOTO STAFF 
Sensors were installed around the Hop- 
kins Homewood campus last February. 


tually install gun detection sen- 
sors in more parts of the city. 

“The City of Baltimore is in 
the process of testing several 
gunshot detection systems. 
This technology is a developing 
and emerging one,” Goldstein 
wrote. 

She added that once the city 
finds the proper system, “it will 
assess cost and determine feasi- 
bility of placement of sensors in 
different areas of the city.” 

The sensors around Hopkins, 
while of interest to the city, were 
an initiative of the University. 

“The City of Baltimore is 
closely monitoring this project, 
but the decision to install the sen- 


sors and where to install them 
was made by the University not 
the City,” Goldstein wrote. 

The sensors around Hop- 
kins have detected six gunshots 
to date according to Edmund 
Skrodzki, Executive Director of 
Campus Safety and Security. 

Those shots occurred on: 

¢ March 8 on the 2800 Blk. of 
Guilford Avenue 

* March 28 on the 3000 Blk. of 
St. Paul St. 

¢ March 28 at Barclay and 
28th St. 

* March 28 on the 400 Blk. of 
Illchester St. 

¢ April 11 on the 2600 Blk. of 
N. Barclay St. 

¢ April 27 on the 300 Blk. of 
E. 28th St. 

“Baltimore City Police did 
not confirm any shootings at the 
above locations due to lack of fur- 
ther evidence and/or witnesses,” 
Skrodzki wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. 

Security did learn that the 
March 28 incident on St. Paul St. 
was actually caused by fireworks. 

The sensors around Hopkins 
were put in a company called 
Shotspotter while the new sen- 
sors in East Baltimore were made 
by Safety Dynamics. 

The company that placed the 
new sensors in East Baltimore, 
Safety Dynamics, could not be 
reached for comment. 


to Jesus Christ. 

A professor at Irvine 
Valley College is also a 
plaintiff in the lawsuit. 


— Peter Sicher 


President and 
professors 
face off over 
tenure issues 


At the University of 
Toledo, the Faculty Sen- 
ate recently voted to en- 
courage President Lloyd 
Jacobs to reverse a deci- 
sion to interview every 
faculty member up for 
tenure before he signs off on 
their appointments. 

The faculty claim that the de- 
cision made by the president is 
an abuse of power and violates 
the contract with the faculty 
union. 

Jacobs claims that conducting 
30 minute interviews is justified 
because a tenure appointment is a 


| commitment that can last decades 


and cost millions of dollars. 


— Peter Sicher 


Intro to Playing the Hammered Dulcimer 


Intro to Playing the Appalachian Fiddle 


Guitar Workshop for Beginners 
Private Voice Lessons 


Turning On the Art Light 


Witness Theater Workshops 


Ballroom Dance 


Cuban Salsa 
Dancing Through India 
Intermediate/Advanced Ballet 


Intro to Massage 
Introduction to Foot Reflexology 
Introduction to Qi Gong 


Escape, and Defend 


Wine Appreciation 


Entrepreneurship 


BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


Theater Workshop: The Makings of a Musical 


Intermediate Knitting: Expand Your Skills 
Thinking Needed to Extend and Refine Knowledge 


Personal and Financial Smarts 


COUR’ 
Ata California public college, prayers were h 


University to pay 
$7.5 million in 
brain damage 
settlement 


La Salle University will pay 
$7.5 million to a former student 
who suffered permanent brain 
damage. 

In 2005, then-sophomore Pres- 
ton Plevretes, now 23, was ad- 
vised by university medical staff 
to continue playing in a football 
game despite showing concus- 
sion symptoms. 

As a result, he suffered an in- 
jury caused by a tackle in the next 
game, leaving Plevretes with brain 
damage so severe he requires con- 
stant care and monitoring. 

His family filed a lawsuit in 
2007, just a few days before La 
Salle University shut down its 
football team after having a win- 
less record that season. 

The university settled right 
before the trial, which was sched- 
uled for Tuesday. 


— Marie Cushing 


Part-time faculty 


_.union at Suffolk 


University wins 
vote on dues 


A new union that represents 
part-time faculty members at 
Suffolk University in Massa- 


CHECK OUT THE 2010 PERSONAL ENRICHMENT COURSES!!! 
Go to www.jhu.edu/intersession/ for course descriptions, fees, and registration informatio 


MUS! 


iG 
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chusetts has achieved a major 
victory by receiving the support 
of 58 percent of the university’s 
part-time faculty. 

The union, which is a chapter 
of the American Association of 
University Professors, needed to 
recruit at least 55 percent of the 
part time faculty at Suffolk Uni- 
versity by Dec. 1. 

The vote grants the union per- 
mission to charge union dues to 
those faculty members who had 
not joined. 

In early September, support- 
ers of the union feared that they 
would not achieve their goal 
because they only had the sup- 
port of 17 percent of part time 
faculty. 


— Peter Sicher 


Students vote 
bans gay couples 
from running for 
homecoming court 


At the University of North 
Texas, students voted in an on- 
line referendum on a proposal 
to allow same-sex couples to 
run for the homecoming court 
in 2010. 

Record numbers of voters 
participated in the referendum 
with 58 percent opposing the 
proposal and 42 percent sup- 
porting it. 

The earliest the issue could 
come up again is when plans are 
made for the 2011 homecoming. 


— Peter Sicher 


Rock Band: Legends of Rock 
Beatlemania! 


Art Music of the Past 100 years 


AR 


THEATER 


DANCE 


Intro to Wiring, Beading, and Design 


Dances from Broadway 


Hip Hop Dance 
Flamenco Dance and Rhythm —Beginning Level 
Ballet at Mid-Day 


HEALTH AND WELLNESS 


Meditation for Well-Being 
Yoga For Beginners 
Acupressure for Self Help 


Women’s Self Defense and Prevention Class — Avoid, 


PERSONAL ENHANCEMENT/HOBBIES 


Beer History and Appreciation 


What Kind Of a Learner Am I? 
Introduction to Knit and Crochet 


Understanding Figure Skating... 


Audience Appeal for Intriguing Interviews and Stimulating Speech 
It Is Written in the Stars: Maximizing Your Attainment of Wealth, Fame, and Love with the Use of Astrology 
There Goes the Neighborhood: Black Rage, White Guilt, and “One Big Chunk of Land” Claimed By All (Intensive) 


BUS TRIP 
Bus Trip to the “Big Apple” 


LANGUAGE 


Practical Chinese for Business and Pleasure 
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Welcome, , 
President Daniels 


President Ronald Daniels was 
officially inaugurated in the fall, 
but was derailed by surgery on his 
pancreas soon after. We look for- 
ward to getting to know our new, 
baby-faced president, but right 
now his most lasting impression 
on students came from his decision 
to not cancel classes during a snow 
storm — ensuring Hopkins will 
never forget that he is Canadian. 


Fconomic 


This year saw economic 


SZ: 
turmoil for most of the world, C 
and Hopkins was no exception. As 


the stock market tanked, endowment 

dropped and administrators had to get creative. 
Hiring freezes, pay cuts and the lowest tuition 
increase in many years helped ease the pain, 


and it looks like we can,start spending money 
again (which Tucker Max must appreciate). Is 
Hopkins starting to come out from under the 
shadow of the recession — or is the worst still 

et to come? And can we have our Crew Team 


ack? 


Leaving 
Hopkins 


Provost Kristina Johnson left 
to work for Obama. Dean Adam 
Falk is headed off to Williams 
College. Dean David Bell is off 
to Princeton. The Den is gone. So 
was Fall Break. Is it something 
we said? 


Swine Flu Hits 


Homewood 


Mix one part highly 
contagious strain of influ- 
enza with students who 
would not miss their orgo 
lecture if their hair was 
on fire, and what do you 

et? A lovely outbreak of 

1N1 that no onslaught 
of cute pig-slang signs or 
gallons of hand santiziz- 
er could quell. At least we 
can now get our shots. 


Samurai Sword Killing 


The media swarmed, the 
Internet was filled with 
praise and the freshman 
class president used the 
killing as advertising to 
win an election. It didn’t 
sound real. A Hopkins 
student kills an intruder 
... with a samurai sword? 
But it was all too horrify- 
ingly true. 


Greeks Get Busted 


Fraternities came under 
fire for violating alcohol 
policies during rush and 
orientation. 

On the sorority side of 
things, we bid farewell 
to Kappa Alpha Theta 
after sisters were caught 
breaking into Barnes and 
Nobel . . . and then had 
a party to celebrate their 

robation against hav- 
ing parties. Way to go out 
sane a bang, ates After 
all, you only live once... 
or so we've heard. 


—@ gRepee 


The Big 
Victories 


Okay, sure, we did not 
ave any big champion- 
ship seasons in lacrosse. 
But our Division III teams 
really showed that Hop- 
kins athletics should Ee 
taken seriously. 


_ Our academic reputa- 

tion is not that shabby 
either. Carol Greider 
brought home the Nobel 
Prize, the jewel in our 
crowning achievements 
in the sciences. 


And nothing should 
make Hopkins more 
proud than the success of 
senior Eric Levitz, whose 
playwriting has been 

etting recognition from 
the Merrick Barn and be- 
yond. 
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Campus Dining Schedule 


All Dining Facilities open regular 
hours through and including 
Thursday, December 17 


Friday, December 18 

Fresh Food Café- last full service 
meal is lunch, ending at 2PM 

(A light buffet dinner will be offered 
from 5-7pm) 

Levering Food Court/ 

Pura Vida- regular hours 
Charles Street Market- 

closing at 6PM 

Einstein Bros. Bagels- 

closing at 3:30PM 
Nolan’s-closed 


Saturday, December 19 

Fresh Food Café - A light buffet 
breakfast will be offered 

from 7-10AM 

All other facilities closed 


Monday December 21- 
Wednesday, December 23 
Levering Food Court- Levering 
Leaves/Peppercorn Grille 11AM-2PM 
Pura Vida-7:30AM-3:00PM 

Fresh Food Café-closed 
Nolan’s-closed 

Charles Street Market/ 

Einstein Bros.-closed 


Thursday, December 24-Sunday, 
December 27 
All facilities closed 


—_ 
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Note: Second semester meal plans begin 
Monday, January 11 


Monday, December 28- 
Wednesday, December 30 
Levering Food Court- Levering 
Leaves/Peppercorn Grille 11AM-2PM 
Pura Vida-7:30AM-3:00PM 

Fresh Food Café-closed 
Nolan’s-closed 

Charles Street Market/ 

Einstein Bros.-closed 


Sunday, January 3 
Charles Street Market- 
Open Noon until Midnight 


Monday, January 4-Sunday, 
January 24 

Fresh Food Café- regular schedule 
with thefollowing exceptions: 

Late Night dining suspended until 
Sunday, January 23 

January 18, MLK Day, operating on 
Sunday schedule 

Nolan’s- regular schedule 

Charles Street Market- open 
7:30AM-Midnight, 7 days per week 
Einstein Bros- regular hours 
Levering Food Court- Levering 
Leaves/Peppercorn Grille open 
regular hours (pizza and 

subs closed) 

Pura Vida- 7:30AM-4PM, Monday 
through Friday 


Monday, January 25 
All facilities resume regular 
operating hours 


GILMAN, FROM Al 
and we are going to reuse that 
in the new atrium’s floor,” Kajic 
said, referring to the five-story- 
high book stacks that flanked 
both the Hut and the Donovan 
Room. 

The — stacks literally 
stacked — providing structural 
support to the floor above. The 
stacks have been replaced floor 
by floor by driving in steel sup- 
ports from the top, building new 
floors one at a time. Replacing 
the stacks has added room for 
faculty and administrative of- 
fices, classrooms, seminar rooms, 
restrooms and a few mechanical 
rooms. 

“One of the big things we did 
not have in Gilman was a variety 
of classroom spaces to accommo- 
date different needs,” Kajic said. 
Feedback from student groups and 
the registrar indicated the need for 
a variety of classroom sizes. 

Energy conservation is not the 
only area of the construction uti- 
lizing new technology. The new 
and restored classrooms have gone 
high-tech. “The lecture hall and the 
Donovan room upstairs have Hod- 
son-style technology. All the other 
classrooms or seminar rooms have 
a baseline, where there’s a projec- 
tor, DVD player, VHS player and 
overhead camera.” 

Before the renovation, Gilman 
was not easily navigable. Corri- 
dors dead-ended and staircases 
often only spanned a floor or 
two. New ovular staircases will 
mimic the style of the original 
circular staircases unfit for emer- 
gency egress use. 

Though shaped more like the 
letter “O”, Gilman’s pathways 
better resembled the letter “U”. 
“You couldn’t make the whole 
loop except on the ground floor. 
To get across you had to walk the 
whole way around the building,” 
Kajic said. 

In order to fix this, the con- 
struction crews moved some 
rooms around. “We pushed the 
old Donovan room to the west, 
raised this floor up so it’s at the 
same level. Now we have a full 
circulation,” Kajic said. 

Access to the terrace was pro- 
vided by converting a room for 


were 
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The renovations of Gilman Hall will, among other things, make it more energy efficient. 


English department grad stu- 
dents into a corridor. 

The Donovan Room, previ- 
ously tiered, was leveled to pro- 
vide American Disabilities Act 
(ADA) access. It is also undergo- 
ing a makeover. 

“It had dated blue curtains 
that were always drawn because 
it was the largest room in Gilman 
for Film and Media to shoot films 
and have the capacity for stu- 
dents that they needed. So, now 
that we have a lecture hall, they 
can do their films there, and this 
becomes a nice classroom with a 
nice view of the dell off behind 
us. It’s a little better flavor to the 
building,” Kajic said. 

The Donovan Room is an ex- 
ample of how restorative tech- 
niques have been used to pre- 
serve Gilman. 

“Wherever we have historical 
rooms, we are putting the mold- 
ing as it was, plaster cast, and 
the ceilings get plaster as it was 
back then. And our windows 
will get refurbished. All the 
other windows on the perimeter 
of the building are new thermal 
pane windows. They are wood 
windows as well because we 
wanted to maintain the histori- 
cal character of the building,” 
Kajic said. 

Storm windows will be added 
to the perimeter of the building 
to protect the historical windows 
and provide better insulation. 


Underneath the atrium area in 
the center of the building, above 
the lecture hall, there is a new ar- 
chaeological museum. “It will be 
lined with cases,” Kajic said. 

Sunlight will illuminate 
the museum area by reaching 
around the floor of the atrium 
level, down into light wells that 
bound the museum. 

The center of the building 
previously served no point other 
than providing light to interior 
offices. The roof of the bookstore, 
now the floor of the museum, was 


(s improvements 


the lecture hall, the museum 
and the atrium.” 


courtyard were bricked in dur- 
ing the 1960s. “We're reopening 
these windows back up for a bet- 
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Dixon convicted of one 


ter living community as part of | 


the LEED incentive. We want to 
shed a lot of light into this space 
that will cast not only into the 
offices, but into the interior cor- 
ridors as well.” 

The Hut is also being restored. 
All of the windows in the Hut 
were restored and conserved at 


a local firm. “They were recently | 


put back in a week or two ago,” 
Kajic said. 


The ceiling of the Hut was | 


completely ripped down and 
installed with utilities and fire 
protection, but was redone in 
the historical style. “We went 
back with plaster cast molding 
and plaster ceilings and walls,” 
Kajic said. 

“We wanted to make some 
multipurpose spaces,” Kajic 


said. A minimalist glass wall | 


will separate the south wing of 
the Hut from the main area of 
the room. The soundproof wall 
will allow group study to take 
place without disturbing the 
main quiet area. 


useless. “If you walked down on | 


it, it was shaky,” Kajic said. 

Now, above the museum, a 
glass enclosed atrium has been 
erected. 

An enclosed bridge will be 
used to traverse this central area 


the East side of the building. 
“The old way of getting to the 
Hutzler Reading Room was to 


come in through the Keyser Quad | 


doors. You'd hit the entry vesti- 
bule then you’d come through 
memorial hall,” Kajic said, ges- 
turing to a hole on the East sec- 
tion of the building, across the 
atrium floor. 

“A lot of people didn’t 
think of it as a bridge, because 
they just walked through and 
thought it was a corridor. We 
took that away and built the 
structure up so you have [from 
the bottom up] the basement, 


INDICTMENT, From A1 
| going to look at the entire call 
from soup to nuts.” 

Guglielmi said that this inves- 
| tigation could take at least a cou- 
| ple weeks as a result of the exten- 
| Sive interviewing and reviewing 
_ that will have to be conducted. 
Overall, however, University 
| spokesman Dennis O'Shea said that 
Hopkins is grateful for the work of 
the police on this issue. 

“We are very thankful for the 
hard work and diligence of the 
police department and the State’s 
| Attorney Office in bringing the 
| case to this point,” O’Shea said. 


B’More! 


A Common 
Freshman Experience 


DIXON, From Al 
the jury’s decision was announced, 
Arnold Weiner, Dixon's lawyer, 
made no indication of whether or 
not the defense was going to file 
an appeal. “We will be studying 
the effects of this decision over the 


| next couple of days,” Weiner said. 


“We are certain to file post-trial 
motions.” 

At this time, the mayor's office 
is not willing to comment on the 
court’s decision. 

Under state law, Dixon will be 
suspended from her mayoral du- 
ties upon sentencing. If Dixon los- 
es all of her appeals, if she files any, 
she will be permanently removed 
from office. Upon Dixon's removal 
from office, current city council 
president Stephanie Rawlings- 


| Blake would become active mayor. 


In the spring, Dixon will be 
tried for perjury. The charge 
stems from a series of expensive 
gifts she received from Ronald 
Lipscomb, developer and former 
boyfriend of Dixon, while she 
was still city council president. 
According to the prosecution, she 


| failed to report the gifts on finan- 
| 


Driver, Meighan, indicted 
after allegedly killing student 


and allow access to the Hut from | 


“I completely trust our justice 
system to do what is right in this 
case,” junior Doug Tonkinson, a 
close friend of Frankl’s, said. 

Members from Frankl’s soror- 
ity, Alpha Phi, said that they are 
still distraught over her death, 
but they declined to comment 
on the legal proceedings of Mei- 
ghan’s case. 

“The chapter is still getting 
over it, it’s been pretty hard on 
all of us, it’s taking time .. . we 
all miss her a lot still, and the 
holiday season is also especially 
rough,” Naomi Sell, a friend and 
sorority sister of Frankl’s, said. 


B’MORE...Productive with your Intersession! 


B’MORE... Involved in your community! 
Freshmen, the B’More program is a great way to volunteer (while earning credit!). 


B’MORE... Adventurous in your new hometown! 


embezzlement charge 


Some windows facing the old | 


cial disclosure forms filed with 
the Baltimore City Ethics Board. 
Among, the gifts was $4000 she 
allegedly used to pay her Amer- 
ican Express bill. The trial is 
scheduled to begin March 1. 

The Dixon trial was the result 
of a four-year investigation into 
City Hall spending. On June 17, 
2008, Maryland state prosecu- 
tors searched Dixon’s home and 
seized several documents. On 
Jan. 9, Dixon was indicted for 
secretly accepting gifts totaling 
$20,000 from Lipscomb. 

Though the January perjury 
charges against Dixon were later 
dropped, on Jul. 29, Dixon was 
indicted on multiple counts of 
theft and perjury connected to 
the misuse of gift cards donated 
to the city for needy families. 

Despite the investigation and 
guilty verdict, the mayor remains 
popular in Baltimore. During her 
term in office, the city’s homicide 
rate has dropped to a 20-year low. 
She has strengthened the city’s 
recycling program and has sued 
Wells Fargo for singling out black 
home buyers for risky sub-prime 
mortgages. 

However, some _ Baltimore 
natives at Hopkins are not sur- 
prised by the verdict. 

“T am ecstatic,” Aaron Jones, a 


| junior, said. “I am glad they are 


putting that witch in jail.” 

“I was not really surprised,” 
Greg Rossman, a junior, said. 
“Frankly, I think she should 
have been found guilty on more 
charges, but I am thankful that 
she was found guilty on at least 
one charge.” 

Many also expressed hope that 
Baltimore politics will change 
once Dixon leaves office. 

“T believe that Stephanie Raw- 
lings will replace her,” Jones 
said. “I don’t know what differ- 
ence she will make. Baltimore is 
pretty much governed by a one 
party system. She will probably 


continue the same policies as 
Dixon, but I am hopeful that she 
will change the way things are 
done in this city.” 


Freshmen, did you know you can earn credit during our one-week program? 


Freshmen, the B’More program is the perfect way to explore the city and earn credit. 


B’MORE... Fiscally responsible 


The one-week, one-credit B’MORE program is offered exclusively to freshmen...and it’s FREE! 


Visit http://www.jhu.edu/intersession to begin 


planning your 2010 intersession today! 


Registration begins Monday, December 7. 
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COURTESY OF WWWBALTOGREENMAPORG 
Lake Montebello is a great local place for running — just hurry before it’s too cold! 


Tired of studying? Take 
a lap or two, literally 


ith finals hang- 


ing heavy over 


campus, you 
are __ probably 
one of the many 
ready to GET OUT of this place. 
No offense, Hopkins. 


Unfortunately, we are ll 


doomed to stay here for at least 
another week, and we will most 


likely see more of the library than 
we'd like to. But I come bearing 
good news. 

There is a way to escape Hop- 
kins — and it is healthy, too. 
During reading period, I suggest 
you drop your books, pick up 
your sneakers and go for a run. 
I promise the 30 minutes will do 
you good! 

Before we get started, I sup- 
pose I should give a little safety 
announcement. We have all been 
warned that Baltimore is the 
scariest place on earth, so I do not 
need to tell you to run during the 
day, on populated streets, with a 
friend if possible. 

I cannot promise 
that nothing bad will 
happen, but I can say 
that I have run in 
Baltimore just about 
every day since my 
freshman year, and 
no one has ever at- 
tacked me. 

I might have been 
knocking on wood 
while I wrote that 
sentence, but really, 
I think you'll be just 
fine running in this town if you 

have safe routes and use com- 
mon sense. 

There are good running routes 
around Homewood campus. A 
lot of runners like to run near 
water. Luckily there is water less 
than three miles from campus, in 
every direction. 

You're probably familiar with 
the Inner Harbor. Though the 
Collegetown Shuttle makes it 
seem like this body of water is 
hundreds of miles away, it is 
actually only a three-mile run 
(downhill) from the library. 

And if you get tired, you can 
pick up the Collegetown at the 
Harbor or the JHMI at Mount 
Vernon to take you back. 

To the east is a little gem 
called Lake Montebello. If you 
run straight down 33rd St., you'll 
hit it after 1.6 miles. The lake's 
perimeter is about 1.5 miles and 
makes for a really pleasant, flat 
jog. Plus you'll get to see some 
Baltimoreans walking it out 
around the track. 

Feel free to stop and do some 
pull-ups or leg exercises on the 
outdoor exercise equipment 
along the track. 

If you're up for a little chal- 
lenge, go uphill to the north for 
1.3 miles on Charles St., turn 
right at Coldspring Lane for 0.3 
more miles, and discover the 

Guilford reservoir. It’s small 
and square and sits on top of a 
hill, so there’s a nice view of the 
Loyola area. 

Sometimes an old man with 
a cane walks around the pond, 
along with Loyola students. If 
you're still feeling energized at 
this point, go down Coldspring 
for another half mile and turn 
right at the Bolton St. Synagogue. 

Go to the back of the park- 
ing lot and you will discover 
a great trail that will take you 
to a wide street called Wynd- 
hurst. Here, you can turn right 
until you hit Charles St., and 
then head south again. The 
whole loop (pond lap included) 
is about five miles. 

And lastly, to the west lies 


Mary Doman 
Work It Out 


Druid Hill Lake. Just follow 
Wyman Park Dr. (right behind 


away from campus and you'll 
reach a nice lake (similar to 
Montebello, but bigger) in 1.2 
miles. Once you're there, you 
can run around Druid Hill 
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Let the wild fashion rumpus start! 


(pening Ceremony’s new collection brings fun to adult fashion 


have not seen Where the 

Wild Things Are. 1 might, 

because I like watching 

movies, but I did not go 

crazy grappling for a tick- 
et on opening weekend. 

It doesn’t interest me, 
principle, when a filmmaker ap- 
propriates a children’s book for 
the purpose of adults’ starry- 
eyed nostalgia. This is the same 
reason | have no interest in see- 
ing The Fantastic Mr. Fox. 

However, 
people are cra- 
zy about Where 
the Wild Things 
Are, and that’s 
why, if you are 
a fan, you can 
choose from no 
less than eight 
graphic tees 
on wwww.Ur- 
banOutfitters. 
com. 

This is fine, 
but you won't see me lounging 


on 


| around in one. I find graphic 
the Decker Quad, to the west) | 


Park, and check out the Mary- | 
| City, Los Angeles and Tokyo 

Aren't you getting excited al- | 
ready? A lot of students might | 
not believe it, but there are some | 
great trails and lakes around this | 


land Zoo. 


city that add a touch of nature to 
Baltimore. 

If you're still hesitant to aban- 
don campus, though, there’s al- 
ways the two-mile campus loop. 
Starting at MSE, you can run up 
Charles, take a left on University 
Pkwy,, left at San Martin Dr. and 


then left again at Art Museum | 


Dr., leaving you back on Charles 
St. 

These are only a few of the 
many running routes that await. 


To learn more de- | 
these | 


tails about 
routes or to cre- 
ate more routes, | 
would recommend 
a visit to www.map- 
myrun.com. Also, 
there’s a giant da- 
tabase of routes at 
www.usatf.com with 
trails all over the 
country. 

Hopefully my list 
of jogging journeys 
has opened your 
eyes a bit to what Baltimore has to 
offer when it comes to exercising 
outdoors. 

But don’t take my word for it, 
go run for yourself! It’s a great 
way to keep your body fit and 
give your brain a rest during fi- 
nals. 


et’s talk about sex. 
No, I have not gone 
completely daft and 
forgotten that this is a 
sex column, hence we 
certainly should and will be talk- 
ing about sex, but I mean outside 
of this page. 

In person. Out 
in the world. Be- 
cause, in all hon- 
esty, the fact that 
we even have this 
column confirms 
that we don’t do 
enough talking. 

While, certain- 
ly, people in gen- 
eral have become 
more comfortable 
about _—_ discuss- 
ing matters of the 
flesh since, say, 
the 16th century, 
it is a little unbelievable that an 
act that is as natural to us as hu- 
man beings as eating or breath- 
ing should remain so taboo, espe- 
cially in American society. 

Yes, sexuality permeates our 
modern culture. 

It’s shoved in our faces in ad- 
vertisements, in movies, in mu- 
sic and in social situations. Its 
approach is hardly subtle; the 
St. Pauli Girl leaves little to the 
imagination and American Pie 
taught us more than we needed 
to know about all of the major sex 
acts. 

We all know it’s there. But 
we're still not comfortable talk- 
ing about it, and this is why the 
subject is still so taboo. 


| the 


Vivi Machi 
Dirty Business 


| on its Web site 


tees sort of boring (there are, of 
course, exceptions). I’m much 
more interested in the Where the 
Wild Things Are collection done 
by Opening Ceremony. 

Opening Ceremony is a 
boutique based in New York 


that specializes in young, hip 
designers. Think Alexan-der 
Wang, Charles  Anas- 
tase and Proenza 
Schouler. 
Open- 
ing Cer- 
emony 
takes 
name 


its 

from 
Olympic 
Games Open- 
ing Ceremony, 
and as it says 


part of its mantra 
includes focusing 
on anew “unique \ 
commercial and 
cultural character \ 
of a visiting city.” 

The boutique also 
often features and sells 
collaborations, and early 
this fall, the Where the Wild 
Things Are X Opening Ceremo- 
ny collaboration came to my at- 
tention. 

It was love at first sight. 
Scrolling down the offerings, we 
begin with your standard graph- 
ic tees that have quotes like “In- 
side all of us is a Wild Thing.” 
Fine enough if 
that’s what 
VenO me i 
want, 
but the 
re a | 
good- 


Z 
# 


Religion had a lot to do with 
the censorship of this topic in the 
past, as it did with many other 
subversive aspects throughout 
human history. 

Sex was, and still is to many, 
a sacred act between a man and 
a woman who have committed to 
being only with each 
other. 

But whatis it now? 
Is it still only that, 
copulation between 
aman and woman in 
love? Or does it now 
include oral, mas- 
turbation, foreplay? 
Where is the line 
drawn between ap- 
propriate and sala- 
cious? When are we 
saying too much? 

The Huffington 
Post recently pub- 
lished an article on this very sub- 
ject: most of us really don’t have 
a clear definition of what consti- 
tutes sex and thus we don’t know 
how to approach it. 

But why should those of us 
who are comfortable enough to 
do so be forced to keep silent and 
remain “appropriate?” 

Additionally, although I am 
trying to keep the male-female 
inequality debate out of this, it’s 
clear that it’s at least a little more 
tolerable for guys to discuss their 
sexual conquests and adventures 
than for girls. 

I’ve addressed this issue be- 
fore, with regards to female mas- 
turbation, but this double stan- 
dard affects every aspect of sex 


a in 
| if. 


\mal an Boyle 
The Brick Runway 


ies make you a Wild Thing on 
the outside. 

Soft and awkwardly shaped 
(slouchy, boxy, bulky). Faux fur 
skirts, mini-dresses, and 
jackets were all inspired by the 
different Wild Things, and done 
in collaboration with the director 
of the film, Spike Jonze. 

This made me raise an eye- 
brow. First off, what sort of 
credentials did he have to be 
designing? Secondly, now that 
Lindsay 
han is design- 
ing, everyone 
seems to feel 
that they can! 
And finally, | 
wondered if he 
was justjealous | 
of his ex-wife 
Sofia Coppola’s 
incredibly luxe 
bag collabora- 
tion with Louis 
Vuitton. 

Nonetheless, I’m particularly 
obsessed with their K.W. fitted 
dress, a short sleeved mini dress 
with light brown long-haired 
faux fur. 

I could not think of many 
outfits that would be more fun 
to wear than this dress. Fun 
and a sense of humor are as- 
pects not always included in 
everyday dress, but they should 
be. It makes those early morn- 
ing classes a lot more en- 
joyable. 

The piéce de résistance | 
of the collection is un- | 
doubtedly the Max Suit, 
which seems to be sold 
out online. 
It’s 


vests 


Lo- 


dress-up 


and sexuality, down 
to making it socially 
acceptable for a guy 
to have a dirty mind. 
Girls, however, can- 
not. 

The bottom line is, 
we are, each and ev- 
ery one of us, a sexual 
being, and we should 
not have to apologize 
for it. 

I should not, and 
certainly do not, con- 
sider my position as 
a sex columnist to be 
vulgar or degrading, 
but it’s incredible how 
many individuals be- 
lieve I should do so. 

Every one of us is 
a product of a sexual 
act, so, pardon me if 
I don’t see how some 
people get off on 
judging others based 
on their opinions 
here. 

This should not be taken as a 
condemnation of the prudes in 
this world or as me calling every- 
one too judgmental. 

I just find it unfortunate that 
our society still finds sex so taste- 
less that one must be 17 in order 
to see a woman's breasts in a 
movie, when a movie filled with 
violence can be rated PG-13, or 
even PG, if it’s cartoons that are 
doing the killing. 

Where’s the logic in this? 
Violence equals harm toward 
others. Sex, at least the consen- 
sual kind, equals one extremely 
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COURTESY OF WWWOPENINGCEREMONY.COM 
These Wild-inspired designs would certainly turn a few heads (and tails) at Hopkins. 


for adults, and as someone who 
spent several frustrat- 
ing hours this Octo- 
ber trying to find a 
T-Rex costume on- 
line that would fit 
someone over the 
age of five, that 
is a wonderful 
thing. 

I have writ- 
ten about the role 
of inspiration in 
the world of fash- 

ion before, and | 
will write about 
it again in the fu- 
ture, I’m sure. It’s 
one of the most 
interesting and im- 
portant aspects of fashion. 
A designer’s inspiration can 
come from something as per- 
sonal as memories of his or her 
grandmother’s jewelry collec- 
tion. It can also come from a 
common memory — something 
we all know, like as- 
tronauts’ space suits. 
the 
motif behind a collec- 


tion is not realized until it’s all 
done: Miuccia Prada only light- 
bulbed into the connection be- 
tween post-war Germany and 
her beautifully tough Fall 2009 
collection the day before the 
runway show, but it unlocked 
the meaning of the entire collec- 
tion for her. 

This Opening Ceremony col- 
lection just shows how impor- 
tant different points of view 
are in fashion. Something that 
does not inspire me did inspire 
someone else, and the end re- 
sult is fashion for which I am 
lusting! 

Maybe when I see Where the 
Wild Things Are, I'll view it as a 
cinematic travesty. A bastard- 
ization of childhood. 

But I will not hate the film be- 
cause, if for nothing else, there 
is one really great thing that has 
come out of it: the furry and fun 
collection from Opening Cer- 


emony. 


Ready to unleash your tashion beast? 
E-mai/brick.runway@jhunewsletter.com 
for Amanda’s advice. 


happy couple. I can’t help but 
see something wrong with this 
picture. 

Whether we talk about it or 
not, we're going to keep having 
sex. But if we don’t talk about it, 
we can’t feel completely at ease 
with our decision to do so. It’s not 
just a moral dilemma, it’s a health 
one as well. 

There’s a reason abstinence- 
only sex education is ineffective: 
if you're not aware of the conse- 
quences of sex, you might find 
yourself facing some life-altering 
decisions and irreversible situa- 
tions. 


ANNE FABER/GRAPHICS EDITOR 


Not being properly educated 
about sex is being irresponsible 
to yourself, and the only way to 
become educated is to talk about 
it with others. 

There is only good to be gained 
from becoming more vocal about 
our sexual needs. 

We're not losing our inno- 
cence (did we ever have that to 
begin with?). We're becoming 
more honest with ourselves and 
smarter about our choices. 

We all know that sex is one of 
the best things about being hu- 
man. Let's stop being ashamed 
of it. 
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Aramark’s tenuous relation- 
ship withits employees has been 
a topic of concern for this paper 
since Hopkins announced the 
partnership in July 2006. From 
dissipating union member- 
ships to carefully structuring 
shift assignments with the goal 
of reducing the number of em- 
ployees receiving benefits, Ara- 
mark has a record of mistreat- 
ing its workers. Now it seems 
the problem has reached an 
extreme. 

Amidst the most publicized 
and anticipated flu season in 
years (you couldn't get away 
from the swine flu hysteria if 
you tried), Aramark employees 
were told they had to come to 
work even if they could prove 
they were sick with a note from 
their doctors. Workers in FFC, 
Levering, Nolan’s and Charles 
Street Market have shown up to 
work while sick, fearing retribu- 
tion from the company for their 
absences. Workers have report- 
edly been unable to function in 
their jobs, but have nevertheless 
shown up out of this fear. 

It’s ironic that we have sick 
employees forced to work in 
dining halls plastered with 
hyped-up advertising about 
the dangers of swine flu. Stu- 
dents are all but quarantined 
if they exhibited the slight- 
est signs of a cold. Aramark’s 
forced hours undermine pretty 
much everything we are told 
about protecting ourselves and 
our community from the flu. 
Sick students ‘are advised to 


Time To Part With Aramark 


stay home from class and have 
friends pick up their meals, but 
pene involved with the distri- 
ution and preparation of food 
are required to work while ill. 
If Hopkins is serious about pro- 
tecting students from the pos- 
sible transmission of disease, 
administrators should take a 
more proactive role in prevent- 
ing sick workers from serving 
us food. 

The News-Letter has to ques- 
tion Aramark’s judgment and 
treatment of its employees as 
this new information comes to 
Bas about the apparent abuse 
of its workers. 

This page acknowledges 
that food quenty has improved 
dramatically since Sodexho 
was dropped as Hopkins’ food 
service provider in 2006. If the 
cost of better food is mistreat- 
ed workers, however, then it 
is not worth it. As its contract 
with Aramark is set to expire 
in January, Hopkins has the op- 
portunity to demand improved 
treatment for dining hall work- 
ers before agreeing to renew. If 
the organization is unwilling 
to make changes, we implore 
Hopkins to seek a partnershi 
with a different company wile 
retaining current staff. There 
has to be a medium between 
horrible food and deplorable 
treatment. We hope that Hop- 
kins will scrutinize the man- 
agement of the dining com- 
pany on campus more closel 
and consider a change if one is 
warranted. 
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gations of perjury and further HTTP://WWW .JHUNEWSLETTER.COM and Art Museura Drove) 
embezzlement are proven true, 
she should be removed from 
office. Still, this page cannot 
help but note the remarkable 
attention given to this case, 
both financially and in terms 
of media coverage, when, as we 
mentioned, there are real prob- 
lems in Baltimore. 

No one is above the law. Dix- 
on should stand trial and her 
actions, regardless of causality, 
are undoubtedly deplorable. 
Perhaps the trial of Dixon for 
the theft of gift cards is a first 
step in a larger crack down on 
government corruption. 


On Tuesday, Baltimore May- 
or Sheila Dixon was found 
guilty of embezzlement after 
using $630 worth of donated 

ift cards meant to help needy 
aries for her own personal 
expenses. The conviction caps 
off. more than a year-long, and 
still ongoing, investigation of 
corruption in City Hall. Of the 
numerous charges brought 
against Mayor Dixon, only one 

us far has resulted in indict- 
ment. 

Corruption has been a prob- 
lem in the city of Baltimore for 
years. The News-Letter approves 
of the recent efforts to curtail 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter is 
EDITOR Al, BOARD published every Thursday during 
the academic year by the students of 
The Johns Hopkins University with 
the exception of holidays, exam 
periods and yacations. The views 
expressed herein do not necessar- 
ily represent those of the edito- 
rial board. All submissions become 
property of the News-Letter. 
Business hours are Mondays 
through Fridays, 1-5 p.m. The 
deadline for advertisements is 5 
p-m. on the Tuesday before the 
Thursday of publication. The total 
circulation to the local campuses of 
Johns Hopkins (Homewood, Medi- 
cal School and Hospital, Peabody), 
area colleges and the greater Balti- 
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tion” and the public's attention 
will turn to the latest scandal. 
Maybe next time Baltimore 
City Councilwoman Mary Pat 
Clarke can pretend to hide in a 
silver balloon in a desperate bid 
for a reality TV show — appar- 
ently we will take any media 
circus just as long as we do not 
have to pay attention to the real 
issues. - Moy 
Again, this page is deep 

ation by Dixon's greedy 
use of charity money. How- 
ever, we are cautious of sup- 

orting the State’s Attorney’s 
Investigation out of fear that 
this is the fish at the end of the 
line. We hope that the State’s 
Attorney will continue to reel 
in corruption without detract- 


movement to significantly re- 
duce corruption and ensure 
the efficient use of taxpayer 
money, then we acknowledge 
the importance of these law- 
suits. However, if this is noth- 
ing more than a display and 
the city is not making sincere 
strides to institute higher mor- 
al standards, then we question 
the ultimate goal of the pro- 
ceedings. 

In the middle of an eco- 
nomic recession, high crime, 
failing schools and rampant 
drug usage, the trial of Dixon 
is distracting us from the real 
problems Baltimore faces -- 

roblems much bigger than the 
£630 she spent. This page does 
not think the mayor should get 
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Lama lifelong lover of all things Disney 
I regularly watch Hannah 


ported the High School Musical phenom 


enon, an ) 
and for most of my youth | planned 


on living inside the Enchanted C 
the Magic kingdom. As this ] 
plies, I have a special pl 


astle a 


the Disney princesses; in fact, to this d 
www.disneyprincess.com is my homepage. 
1 his being said, you can imagine lw 
thrilled to discover th 


coming out with a new film in the 


based on the story of the Frog P 
the Brothers Grimm. j 


Euphoria. Absolute euphoria. | opened 


up my homepage and therein the cen- 


ter was this new, totally gorgeous prin- 
cess smiling up at me. My first thought 
was “YES!” My second thought was, “It’s 
about time Disney had a black princess!” 
However, while most reviews felt the ani- 
mation was fresh and the score (courtesy 
of musical stalwart Randy Newman) was 
full of toe-tappers, there was a general 
consensus that there was something justa 
little “off-color” about the film itself. 
| happen to agree. The entire concept 
screams of political correctness in a way that 
is almost too awkward to bear. The story in 
and of itself is so utterly contrived that one 
cannot avoid the fact that Disney was going 
out of its way to create a situation in which 
there could be a black princess. Where The 
Lion King had previously failed to coronate 
an African American princess (and indeed 
used all of Disney’s con- 
tinental African mojo in 
the process), the produc- 
ers of The Princess and the 
Frog were driven to suc- 
ceed. Tiana (originally named Maddie, but 
renamed in 2007 because Maddie was too 
racially charged) is a waitress aspiring to be 
a chef in New Orleans in the 1920s. While 
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Emma Brodie is a junior Writing Seminars 
major from New Canaan, Conn. 


The majority of young Americans to- 
day are liberal idealists moved by a vis- 
ceral reaction against the Bush era. The 
numbers speak for themselves: Nearly 
half of 18-29 year olds (47 percent) iden- 
tify as Democrats compared to 28 percent 
who identify as Republicans (according 
to Young Democrats for America). 

For the last three general elections we 
have been the Democratic Party’s most 
supportive age group. However, the social 
reforms of the Democratic Party which 
we so fervently support do not benefit 
us. In fact, the exorbitant cost of reforms 

such as Obamacare, when added to those 
of Social Security and Medicare, will only 
damage our chances for prosperity. 

Instead of bravely fighting for our fu- 
ture, we are fighting against our future. 
Actually, to be fair, we are not doing 
much fighting at all and this is the whole 
problem. The youth are the largest un- 
derrepresented minority in American so- 

ciety and we are fast becoming the most 
oppressed as well. 
The US Census Bureau reports that 


Montana, | sup- 


ast detail im- 
ace in my heart for 


ay, 


as 
at Disney would be 


classic 
style with a whole new princess (Tiana) 


rince by 
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OPINIONS 


. attending a costume 
ball at her friend 
- Charlotte's mansion, 
she is mistaken for a 
t princess by Naveen, 
the —_jazz-obsessed 
Prince who has been 
transformed into a 
frog by evil villain 
and voodoo doctor 
Facilier. 

Firstly, using, 
New Orleans for the 
setting is not only 
desperately cloying 
for the nationalis- 
tic pride vote, but 
showing just how 
hard the producers 
had to try to find a 
setting in which this | 
story could feasibly | 
take place. Clearly 
this was a stretch or 
they wouldn't have 
had to make the 
villain be a sinister — 
witch doctor; James 
Bond barely pulled that off in Live and Let 
Die, and in that case it was only because the 
real bad guy was Dr. Kananga. The idea 
here that an ordinary girl has to dress up 
to be a princess is not new (take Cinder- 
ella, Belle, etc.), but the idea that the set- 
ting would need to import a prince from a 
made-up country is: there were no princes 
in 1920s New Orleans (or 
in America at all) which 
makes an unfeasible story 
even more of a stretch. 

Secondly, what is the 
likelihood that an African American girl 
would be best friends with a rich white 
one in the Bayou in the 1920s? The film’s 
creators made the prince white, so techni- 
cally they already have their inter-racial 
relationships bases covered. Thinking 
about the movie from a child’s perspective 


Disney's Attempt at Political Correctness Is Awkward 


ter to acknowledge that 
they contrived a story to 
fit their quota or better to 
ignore it? 
| It’s hard to know what is 
acceptable when the rules | 
keep changing. For this | 
specific situation, it would 
seem almost impossible to | 
avoid some sort of political 
incorrectness, when, even 
in attempting to make the 
film as PC. as possible, the | 
producers end up being just 
as (if not more) offensive by 
trying to ignore the issues 
at hand. It is not possible 
to make something, that is 
inherently not politically 
correct into something that 
| is; making a film about a 
black princess in order to | 
have a film about a black 
princess will always seem 
like a film made for the | 
sake of having a film about | 
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JUSTIN JONES/GRAPHICS STAFF a black princess. 


(or rather that of a parent prospectively 
showing it to his or her child), it seems 
savvy to show how people from diverse 
backgrounds can be friends in spite of 
their differences. However, while there's 
no reason why a child’s film should be a 
lesson in civil rights, it shouldn’t rewrite 
history either (or attempt to make up for 
movies like Dumbo and Song of the South). 
Thus we enter the murky gray territory 
of political correctness. With terms com- 
ing in and out of fashion as often as com- 
puter technology, it’s easy to get one’s hand 
caught in the “racist” cookie jar for saying 
something offensive which had been cor- 
rect the day before. So what is politically 
correct? Is it politically correct for Disney to 
set out to blatantly make a movie about a 
black princess, and then flagrantly pretend 
that that’s not what they’re doing? Is it bet- 


Youth of America: Unite! 


we tend to be healthier than the remain- 
ing population. With good reason, we of- 
ten: choose to go uninsured. While young 
adults constitute 18 percent of the adult 
population, we make up 28 percent of the 
uninsured adult population (according to 
a study by John Holahan and Genivieve 
M. Kenney of the Urban Institute). By im- 
posing an “individual mandate,” the cur- 
rent health care bill will require that we 
purchase health insurance or face a fine 
proportional to our income. 

Many of us may prefer the fine over 
health insurance because of how unafford- 
able health insurance will be under Obam- 
acare. In most states, because older indi- 
viduals are much higher risk customers, 
they “pay six or seven times in premiums 
what younger people do,’ as economist 
Anne Kim told Fox News. But the Senate 
bill would impose a ratio of no greater than 
3-1 and the House bill, 2-1. A study by the 
Urban Institute found that a 2-1 ratio would 
push premium costs for young people up 
by almost $1,100, thus dropping them a 
little less than $3,000 a year. Not satisfied, 


barely 49 percent of 18 to 24-year-olds 
voted in the last presidential election, as 
compared to 69 percent and 70 percent for 
those aged 45-64 and 65-plus respectively. 
On every issue, our needs and desires are 
outweighed by those of the older popula- 
tions who not only vote but lobby to Con- 
gress with powerful, 40-million-member 
organizations like AARP (American As- 
sociation of Retired People). Here are some 
of the key issues we should be battling: 
Obamacare: Young people are least 
likely to need health insurance because 


By LOGAN QUINN 


‘Twas a night before midsummer, and 
all through the middle-American house, 
not a creature was stirring, except for a 
pre-teen boy excitedly looking at free porn 
on the computer in the family room. 

His expression resembles that of a 
Christmas morning: wide-eyed and 
eager, he has an acute sense of vital- 
ity. Eventually the boy will grow up, he 
will realize there is no Santa Claus (and 

thank God, because that means he’s not 


watching you all the time), but this love 
for self-gratification will never fade. For a 
low rate of $15.99 per month, you too can 
give the gift of porn to a hormone driven 
adolescent male. You wouldn't take this 
feeling away from him would you? 

205 million: the number of hits when 
you Google “porn”. It has been said that 
two-thirds of internet bandwidth is 
dedicated to the transfer of pornography 
across the great wires of the interwebs 
and into homes across America. Basically, 
for the internet, porn is the reason for exis- 
tence. And it definitely wouldn't have pro- 
gressed as rapidly without this demand. 


Logan Quinn is a public health and political 
science majors from Honolulu, HI. He is the 
opinions editor for the News-Letter. 


the AARP is pressing Congress to make 
our premiums identical with those of the 
elderly. Essentially, in order to make health 
care more affordable for the older popula- 
tion, Obamacare would force us to subsi- 
dize their health insurance. 

This is ironic considering that we are 
the poorest segment of the population. We 
have not had time to build up capital, many 
of us have accrued student loans and after 
graduation we face a crippled economy 
due to no fault of our own (college gradu- 
ates currently face a 40 percent plunge in 


employment opportunities according to a 
study by Michigan State University). Yet the 
government plans to take from us, the poor, 
and give to them, the rich: Robin Hood in 
reverse. As one of our few supporters, Rob- 
ert Samuelson of The Washington Post said, 
“We have become a society that invests in 
its past and disfavors the future.” And yet 
polls consistently show that under-30 vot- 
ers are the staunchest supporters of Obam- 
acare! Are we lemmings? 
Social Security and Medicare: The 
proportion of the population collecting 
Social Security increases daily as longev- 
ity increases and the large baby boom 
generation (78.2 mil- 
lion Americans) enters 
retirement. There are 
simply not enough 
young working people 
to pay for the benefits of the retirees. 
Without dipping into general tax rev- 
enues, the Social security system will 
soon go bankrupt. It is projected to run 
a $10 billion deficit in 2010 and $9 billion 
deficit in 2011. Cutting benefits is not only 
unlikely but also insufficient. In order to 
forestall bankruptcy, our taxes will have 
to increase dramatically. Former Treasury 
Department economist Bruce Bartlett 
says that every taxpayer would have to 
pay 13 percent more in income taxes just 
to make sure that all Social Security bene- 
fits currently promised will be paid. Fur- 
thermore, he points out that if you add 
Medicare parts A, B and D into the equa- 
tion, “The federal income taxes for every 
taxpayer would have to rise by roughly 
81 percent to pay all of the benefits prom- 


The Porn Generation 


In fact, you could say that porn is a major 
reason for the progression of society. 

As far back as the early origins of 
ancient Greek and Roman civilizations 
there is evidence that interest in sex went 
beyond merely procreative pursuits, 
meaning sex has always been recre- 
ational. Graffiti that littered the walls of 
common bath houses and brothels was 
far more offensive by modern standards 
than any contemporary defacement of 
public property. Orgies and mistresses 


were accepted practices and actually ex- * 


pected of nobility. These primitive, yet 
undeniably explicit renditions of fornica- 
tion provide the historical backdrop for 
what we already know intuitively: sex 
has always had a pervasive effect on the 
societies built by man. It may have taken 
a back seat once religion took hold, but 
often the most pious are also the most 
deviant. Victorian ideals forced sexual 
dialogue out of the public sphere, but 
it couldn't force it out of the public con- 
sciousness; you can’t stop people from 
thinking illicit thoughts. 

Yet if we are to believe Ben Shapiro, 
Harvard Law graduate and political blog- 
ger, our overly sexualized culture repre- 
sents a moral decay that will ultimately 
end in our collective ruin if not overcome. 
For him, there is something wrong with 


the widespread culture of sex within 
our generation; it is making us amoral 
and unfeeling. Our generation’s view on 
sexual relationships resembles that of a 14 
year-old boy and his Kleenex box. 

But in the midst of this darkness we 
will be shown new light by Ben’s words. 
He calls himself “a conservative army of 
one,” here to save us from our wicked- 
ness. He alone would hold a mirror to my 
generation so that we may also view the 
licentiousness going on all around us. 
Like we need a mirror to locate people 
having sex. He alone would stand up for 
the innocence of young, beautiful, sexu- 
ally vibrant women and encourage them 
to remain chaste. He alone would save 
us from our sins of lust. Ben Shapiro and 
Jesus: saviors of the damned. 

But how is life so differently than it 
was before? Why do we now need to 
address the issue of sexual promiscu- 
ity? Granted, my generation is less sen- 
sitive to sex than previous generations 
have been. Personally, I was looking at 
porn on the internet before I knew what 
to do with it. Did Ben miss something? 
He lived in a dorm in college, yet he 
attacks the acceptance of “sexile” and 
“dormcest.” Was he not entertained? If 
nothing else your roommate's sexual ex- 
ploits mean you're never short on humor. 


Prateik Dalmia 


In a way I pity Disney: | 
even if they made a film which just so hap- 
pened to feature an African-American | 
princess, to a certain extent the character's | 
race would be an issue no matter what. 
However, the Princess and the Frog is just a | 
little too disingenuous to pass for that; the 
story seems to be hinging on the feasibil- | 
ity of a character of a particular race being a 
princess, not about a princess who happens | 
to be black. This is a general paradox: the 
harder we try to be P-C,, the harder we fail. | 
PC. terminology changes every 10 years 
because it never seems quite right; no term | 
will ever be quite right because as long as 
we separate people into groups, names will | 
always be pejorative to a certain extent. 
Maybe if we didn’t try as hard to make the 
differences okay, we wouldn't be forced to 
try to mask the fact that we're still empha- 
sizing differences. 


ised.” In cold cash terms: “The total un- 
funded indebtedness of Social Security 
and Medicare comes to $106.4 trillion . . | 
. but the nation’s total private net worth 
is only $51.5 trillion . . . In effect, we have | 
promised the elderly benefits equal to 
more than twice the nation’s total wealth 
on top of the payroll tax.” 

Again, the deficit is growing and is pro- 
jected to be $171 trillion 10 years from now 
($50,000 per American). And we are going 
to have to pay for it. Unless we make drastic 
efforts to cut benefits and control spending, 
we will face unprecedented tax levels and 
a ruined economy. The American dream 
of economic success and 
the “pursuit of happi- 
ness” will become an ar- 
tifact of the past. This is 
the devastating outcome 
of a democratic system in which 18 percent 
of the voting population blindly allows it- 
self to be plundered by the actions and de- 
cisions of the other 82 percent. 

Thus it falls to our generation to fight 
the battle for fiscal responsibility — not 
only out of our own self-interest but also 
out of concern for the future of America as 
a whole. In terms of real interests, we have 
the greatest stake in the long-term future 
of America. We need to wake up, spread 
the word, inundate our congressmen and 
senators with letters and fulfill our obliga- 
tion to ourselves and this nation. Obaman 
idealism is the opiate of the young. Youth 
of America, Unite! 


Prateik Dalmia is a sophomore international 
studies major from Novi, Mich. 


So why does Ben instigate an unwar- 
ranted attack on his own age bracket? 
The answer may not shock you. 
Benjamin Shapiro needs to get laid. 
Think about it: a 25 year-old male en- 
couraging women not to have sex? The 
only thing more ironic than Ben’s stance 
would be if Lady Gaga went on a tirade 
against the current state of American 
music and preached the need for discre- 
tionary lyrics. As a guy, I am under the 
impression that most (all) males between 
the ages of 14-35 (likely older) act solely 
in an effort to have sex. I’m not arguing 
with Ben on this point. But Ben is only 
25. So what does that mean his motiva- 
tions are? I’m hesitant to ascribe mes- 
sianic altruism to someone who can’t 
grow a beard. I like my redeemers to be 
able to grow facial hair. No, he’s the guy 


at the party who takes home the drunk 
girls hoping that he comes across as the 
nice guy and that they throw him a pity 
lay. It sounds like my game in middle 
school .. . 

In the end, Ben is unfortunately a 
member of my generation, and while 
he may claim to rise above our baneful 
sexual exploits, he really wishes some- 
one would invite him to party down 
here with us. Or at least teach him how 
to Google “Harvard girls nude.” 


All 


With the exception of editorials, the 
opinions expressed here are those of 
the contributors. They are not neces- 
sarily those of The Johns Hopkins 
News-Letter. 


Delending 
Stupak-Pitts 


By MICHAEL PISEM 


A few weeks ago, I was reflecting upon 
a phenomenon all too common in Ameri- 
can politics these days. When politics and 
morality collide, our discussion devolves 


| into a mostly irrelevant argument over 


the world’s religions. It has become too 
unpopular to argue principles, so we rely 
on attacks on people and institutions we 
don't like. Very often, this results in vit- 
riolic smears against my faith, that of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

When I opened up the last issue of The 
Newsletter, | was unsurprised as | read 


| Steve Iannelli’s “The Real Problem with 


Stupak-Pitts.” In it, he claimed to argue 
that the Stupak-Pitts Amendment, the 
amendment which prohibited abortion 
funding in the House of Representatives’ 
healthcare reform bill, “is a violation of the 
Free Exercise Clause of the First Amend- 
ment.” It isn’t. 

The Free Exercise Clause states that the 
government cannot violate your right to 
freely exercise your religion. I’m unaware 
of any religion that requires its women to 


| have abortions. Abortion is not an exercise 


of religion. Even if it were, Stupak-Pitts does 
not ban abortion, it just ensures that federal 
money will not subsidize the procedure. As 


| it is right now, most health insurance plans 


do not provide abortion coverage. Bart Stu- 
pak is simply trying to ensure that those 
that do cover them do not get federal fund- 


| ing to help them do so. 


Last issue’s opinion piece suggests that 


| abortion is beyond restriction due to the 


fact that certain religions permit it. I think 
that’s a line of reasoning we better put to 
rest. Some religions permit parents to beat 
their children. Does that deserve its very 
own federal subsidy? 

Even liberal judges like our newest Su- 
preme Court Justice, Sonia Sotomayor, 
have ruled that the government has no ob- 
ligation to fund abortion. Arguments to the 
contrary are on very shaky legal ground. 

It did not take much to see that the 
author's “real problem” was not primar- 
ily with the Stupak Amendment at all. It 
was with the Catholic Church. You see, 
the amendment apparently represents 
the principles of that “morally question- 
able institution.” 

He is, of course, correct that Catholics 

across the country, including Catholic bish- 
ops, stood up and exercised their rights as 
American citizens, telling their represen- 
tatives that they do not want to be forced 
to pay for abortions. This is not, however, 
a strictly religious issue. According to a re- 
cent CNN/Opinion Research Corporation 
poll, 61 percent of Americans favor a ban 
on the use of federal healthcare funding to 
subsidize abortions. A majority of Ameri- 
cans also believe that women who want 
abortions should have to pay the full cost 
of the procedure out of pocket. The Catho- 
lic Bishops did not force Stupak-Pitts on 
the House. The American people did. 

Unable to substantiate the claim that 
Stupak-Pitts is a violation of the Free Ex- 
ercise Clause, the author changed course 
and decided to make more unsubstanti- 
ated claims to explain why he holds “a 
strong contempt for the Catholic Church.” 
He accused the Church of banning chil- 
dren’s books. Really? The Church couldn't 
ban books if it wanted to do so. It used 
to keep the Index Liborum Prohibitorum, 
which was a list of mostly theological 
books that Catholics were told to avoid 
because they held misleading doctrinal 
positions. Pope Paul VI abolished that list 
in 1966. I guess facts do not matter when 
you're smearing Catholics. 

He also accused the Church of “further- 
ing the AIDS problem in Africa.” A full half 
of anti-AIDS programs in Africa are run by 
Catholic organizations. Catholics treat one 
in four AIDS sufferers worldwide. 

I cannot make anyone become Catho- 
lic, nor can I force anyone to support 
Stupak-Pitts. Even so, “The Real Prob- 
lem with Stupak-Pitts” was a dishonest 
smear campaign and people of honesty 
and good will should demand that argu- 
ments be based on facts, values and rea- 
son rather than on bigoted tirades. 

Catholic bishops have every right to try 
to live up to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s 
vision for churches in American society. 
King hoped that the church would be, “not 
the master or the servant of the state, but 
rather the conscience of the state.” Just as 
the Catholic Church stood with the lead- 
ers of the civil rights movement, it now 
stands for the rights of the unborn. 

When the moral leaders of 25 percent of 
Americans cannot talk to Congress about 
a healthcare bill, but morally questionable 
organizations like the SEIU (whose mem- 
bers recently brutally beat a conservative 
African American while screaming vile 

racial slurs) can go to the Capitol to help 
write it, America will truly be a lost na- 
tion. America is a great country where 
every group has the right to advocate its 
views. Planned Parenthood and NARAL 
can do that. The Catholic Church can do 
that, too. 


Michael Pisem is a junior international 
studies major from New York, N.Y. 
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YOUR WEEKEND Dic. 3-6 


AMOR 


Thursday 


Lighting of the Washington 
Monument 
5:30 p.m. 
Mount Vernon Monument 

This evening’s event includes 
strolling entertainment, refresh- 
ments and the official lighting 
by Mayor Sheila Dixon, ending 
with a colorful fireworks finale 
choreographed to music. 


Don’t tell anyone: Elvis is 
alive. 
In fact, he’s been cloned 12 


times. Once a year they come 
together at Lithuanian Hall on 
the 800 Blk. of Hollins St. for 
the Competitive Elvis Linger- 
ers’ Stuff, known to lay people 
as Night of 100 Elvises (or, as I 
have just dubbed them, Comp- 
El-Ling-Stuff). 

Now, do not judge their sing- 
ing abilities by their math. Then 
again, I’m an arts and crafts 
major, maybe 100 does equal 12 
somehow. 

Either way, for $55 dollars, 
you can buy yourself an unend- 
ing supply of “premium draft 


~ COURTESY OF EHOW COM 


U.S., Afghanistan, and 
Pakistan: Moving Foward 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Charles Commons Ballroom 

Panel of: Daniel Markey, Senior 
Fellow for India, Pakistan and 
South Asia at the Council on 
Foreign Relations (and Hopkins 
alumnus). Marvin Weinbaum, a 
Scholar-in-Residence at the Mid- 
dle East Institute; former Afghan- 
istan and Pakistan Analyst at the 
US. Department of State, and 
Stephen Cohen, Senior Fellow at 
the Brookings Institute. Presented 
by College Democrats, College 
Republicans & South Asian Stu- 
dents at Hopkins. 


Ketzev Fall Concert 
8 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Bloomberg Auditorium 

Featuring music from Black Eyed 
Peas, Guster, Natalie Imbruglia, 
Gilat Hillel and more. Opening: 
UMBC’s Cleftomaniacs. 


Earth and Sky 
8 p.m. (also on Friday and 


COURTESY OF CROWNDOZER.COM 

beer and soft drinks,’ a buffet 
“featuring some of Elvis’ favorite 
dishes,” and all the Elvis you can 
get. 

I’m going to assume that the 
ticket also provides a loaf of Ital- 
ian bread stuffed with peanut 
butter, bacon and grape jelly for 
your enjoyment. 

The 12 artists will be singing 
all of Elvis’s tunes. But there’s a 
catch: None of the artists are al- 
lowed to sing the same songs 
and they can’t repeat any ei- 
ther. If you are a true Elvis fan, 
then this is an event you just 
can’t miss. 


— Michael Ferrante 


Mayor's Annual 
Christmas Parade 


Now this is a must-do for you 
hipsters out there. The irony is 
just too delicious. 

A parade, celebrating a holi- 
day based on good will towards 
men and helping thine neighbor 
and all of that other Jesus junk, 
hosted by the good Mayor of Bal- 
timore, who was just convicted 
for stealing $525 dollars in gift 
cards intended for charity. 

Yes, the great Mayor of Balti- 
more sponsors The Mayor's An- 
nual Christmas Parade on Sun- 
day Dec. 6 at 2 p.m. 

The parade is replete with 
floats, marching bands and Miss 


Saturday) 
Swirnow Theatre 

Enjoy a night of elemental mys- 
tery presented by the Dunbar 
Baldwin Hughes Theatre Com- 
pany. By Douglas Post, directed 
by Mr. Ben Dorsey. $3 JHU Stu- 
dents, $5 Public. 


Friday 


Octopodes Fall Concert 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Bloomberg Auditorium 
Featuring songs by Lady Gaga, 
The Fray and Kelly Clarkson. 
The University of Delaware Y 
Chromes opens. 


Throat Culture Fall Bonanza 
Arellano Theater 

9 p.m. (also on Saturday at 8 p.m.) 
Sketch and improv comedy, $2 
admission. 


BME Winter Social 
7 p.m. — 
Levering Hall 
Experience in at least one BME 
course preferred. 


Buttered Niblets Improv Show 
7:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 

Arellano Theater 

Sketch Comedy. $1 admission 
with the opportunity to stay 
for a Throat Culture perfor- 
ene ae : 


Friday Night Films 

8p.m.tolp.m. 

Mudd 26 — 

The last free movie ofthe fll se- 
odstock. 


COURTESY OF OTA2008 WORDPRESS.COM 


Yuletide, Maggie Tehrune. 

This is another very good date 
idea because it is freer than that 
drunk girl with daddy issues at 
(insert frat party of your choice 
here). 

Just pack another thermos of 
hot cocoa (hipsters, cocoa is too 
processed. Just bring some yerba 
mate), your Snuggie (hipsters, 
bring your self-knitted organic 
yarn afghan) and Christmas 
cheer. 


Dixon might just give Baltimore 
an early Christmas present and 
resign. 


— Michael Ferrante 


What would the beginning 
of December be without festive 
holiday events? 

I'll tell you: November. 

On Dec. 3 at 5:30, our great city 
will be adorning the Washington 
Monument with lights. 

Yes, these lights will cover our 
fair phallic monument in a pro- 
phylactic flurry 

of light and, at the end, fire- 
works. 

Now, if you thought a little 
electricity and fire was all that 
this little soiree had going 
on for it, well, you were very 
wrong. 

Santa’s coming. In fact a lot 


{ of Santas will be coming with 


their tap shoes on. 

That’s right: there is going to 
be a dance of aging, obese men 
slappin’ the ground like Gregory 
Hines with half the talent. 

Don’t get the reference? Look 
it up. That man deserves your re- 
spect. 

As if tap dancing Santas 
weren't enough of a reason to 


If you are really lucky, Sheila 


Washington Monument lit for the holidays 


Events 


The holiday 
season takes 
oll in 
Hampden 


Okay, so we don’t exactly live 
in Manhattan and Mara Wilson 
of yesteryear and her cute little 
gap-toothed smile and endear- 
ing lisp won’t be there to greet 
you. But in the delightful tour- 
ist- trap neighborhood known 
as “Hamden,” but spelled, 
“Hampden,” the diligent deni- 
zens of 34th St. have once again 
put on a spectacular display of 


Sonar 
Thursday 


Saturday 


Dodgeball Tournament 

4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Ralph S. O’ Connor Recreation 
Center 

EWB Guatemala Team hosts a 
JHU-wide dodgeball tourna- 
ment. Sign up is for teams of 5-8 
people, $5 per person. A trophy 
and prizes will be given out. Pro- 
ceeds go to help fund a trip to 
help the citizens of a Guatemalan 
village. 


Main Stage at 9 p.m.: 
Beanie Sige Sheek 
Louch ¢ Sty les P of 
the L.O.X. S Grath 
and more TBA 


Friday 


Cub Stage at 8 p.m.: 
Com any of Thiefs 
an nnuals 


Sunday 


Main Stage at 7 p.m.: 
Insane Clown Pos- 


se ° (HED) PE. eff lights, creativity and Christmas 

|, spirit. 
The Dayton Family * In fact, this is the 62nd year aa f 
Hagertown Skeezan in a row these Baltimore in- ~ COURTESY DREXEL.EDU 


habitants have increased their 
monthly carbon  foot-prints 
electric bills tenfold to bring a 
spectacular display of all things 
holiday. 

And I’m not talking Plain 
Jane, Ho-hum Howie stuff. 
One house even has a hubcap 
Christmas tree. That’s right, it’s 
made of hubcaps. But the most 
wonderful part of this Winter- 
fest of Lights is the cost: it’s 
free. 

Which makes this the per- 
fect date idea. Take a delight- 
ful walk to Hampden. You can 
chat on the way, then ooooh 
and aaaaah when you see the 


Homicydal Maniaxe 


Vocal Gone Viral 

8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Shriver Hall 

Featuring Soprano Lori Hult- 
gren, Tenor Richard Crawley, 
Bass-Baritone Robert Cantrell, 
and Goucher and Hopkins 
Choirs: Gounod’s St. Cecilia 
Mass, Faust Act V and arias & 
ensembles from Tosca, Macbeth, 
La Forza del Destino, and Otello. 
Presented by the Hopkins Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 


Ottobar 
Thursday 


Nighmare of You « 
Destry * Vinny tae ° 
Hip opmcdouga 


Friday 


Negative Approach 
° i Woltane ° 
Wasted Time's Deep 


Steppi St Minist 
Slee lights, take photos and even Sanaa See spomaa/ 
e tour houses that are open to 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m 
the public. eS 1) Re fiage 
Saturday Be careful, though, this date Math SOP ae 


Featuring a silent auction to 
raise money for the ministry 
and a “for-fun” auction with in- 
ee $5 admission. 


could cost you something if 
you get caught by phonies go- 
ing around begging for “dona- 
tions” to offset the costs of the 
lights. = osfwis} 

According to the official 
Web site, the good people of 
34th St. do not ask for money to 
do this. The people asking for 
money are Scrooges abusing 
the spirit of Christmas. If so 
approached, might I suggest a 
very apt retort, “Bah-humbug, 
douchebag.” 


DJ’s Matt Ne and 
Cral ena ring a 


nighE of Ind Toe 
New Wave, de, Britpop, 


and more 


iat vigils BIG 2a 

Make" PCingerbtent Houses 
with Charles Commons 
Connections! 

12 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Charles Commons Kitchen 
Decorate a gingerbread house 
with various Psychology Pro- 
fessors including Dr. Amy $hel- 
ton. 


Saturday 


Perks * Streets on Fire 
© Wild Eued Willow « 
Better Red Than Dead 


— Michael Ferrante 


Recher Theatre 
Thursday 


fel Cole, AN ight 
efore Chirictniee 


Friday 


COURTESY OF ZEDOMAX.COM 
Jonathan Coulton 


Saturd ay Discovering Your Future 
12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Hodson Hall Lobby 

Prominent alumni in finance, 
government, defense contract- 
ing, public health, the natural 
sciences (including research 
and teaching) and consult- 
ing will be available to answer 
questions about networking 
and discuss career options after 
college. 


Kentavius Jones 


Sunday 


Greensky Bluegrass 


Mental Notes Fall Concert 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Bloomberg Auditorium 
Comedy and music combine 
for an “hour-long aural or- 


ment go up in a blaze of glory, nally, if you have something 


there will be two differ- ent against the exorbitant waste of de 
choir performances. energy this event could cause 
The important know this: this year, BGE Sunday 


one is the Handel 

Choir because when 
Handel Choirs are 
good, they can blow 


provided the lights. 
They are the spe- 


cial _energy-effi- | Mayor’s Annual Christmas 


: cient LED kind. §j Parade 
minds. Specifically, Now go “ooh” §f 2 p.m. 
weak minds, pat and “aah.” Medfield - - Hampden 
mn none the ee me ae parade begins at 
— ilcnael Peron). Weat 
And fi- Fert M4 ern High Schools, 


crossing on to Cold Spring Lane 
before - continuing south via 
Falls Rd. to 36th St,, then turn- 
ing East on 36th St. before turn- 
ing North on Chestnut Ave. and 
ee at suns a : 


JHU Gospel Choir Fall 
Concert fe 
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Starbucks baristas stir up Bmore metal scene Get your Egyptian on at 
B 


By VIVI MACHI 
Staff Writer 


If you are one of the many 
Hopkins students tragically 
afflicted with a caffeine addic- 
tion, you have probably been 
to the Barnes and Noble’s Star- 
bucks on 33rd and St. Paul to 
Satisfy your fix for the day (or 
hour). If so, you’ve probably met 
Ryan Plunkett and Tony Marley, 
manager and supervisor of the 
café, while awaiting your Venti 


red-eye. 

What you may not have 
known is that behind the green 
aprons and fancy espresso- 


making techniques, these two 
form the rhythmic section for 
Anubis Unbound, one of Balti- 
more’s exceptionally talented 
metal bands. 

Anubis has steadily gained 
distinction in the local alterna- 
tive scene since its conception 
in 2004, thanks to members’ 
blend of classic, thrash and me- 
lodic metal, as can be heard on 
their latest EP, Doors of Redemp- 
tion. Oh yes, and they all have 
yet to reach the age of 25. 

While the five-piece band has 
recently been busy playing shows 
up and down the northeast coast, 
they return to Baltimore for their 
last gig of the year this Saturday, 
Dec. 12 at Bourbon St. It is a wor- 
thy study break for even the less 
metal-inclined. 

The News-Letter recently sat 
in on Anubis’s Friday practice, 
where between rehearsing new 
songs and reminiscing over the 
past five years, the band dis- 
cussed the frustrations that ac- 
company the Baltimore music 
scene and set small fires around 
the room. 

“As I understand it,” Plunkett 
started off, “We formed five years 
ago, and it was me, Tony, Justin 
[Severn, vocals] and our original 
guitarist Larry.” 

By December of ‘04, Brian 
Smith joined as second guitar- 
ist and Anubis played their 
first show. After a year, Larry 
quit because of creative dif- 
ferences. “We weren't metal 
enough,” Severn laughed as he 
explained. 

The current Anubis lineup, 


rounded out by 
Jarred Sleeth on 
guitar, should 
have no prob- 
lems defending 
its metal cred. 
Members’ collec- 
tive influences 
include As I Lay 
Dying, Lamb Of 
God and Pantera. 
While one can 
certainly __ pick 
out nods to all 
of these bands in 
Anubis’s music, 
their sound is 
very much their 
own and varies 
significantly be- 
tween songs. 

Even just 
the three songs 
from the Doors 
of Redemption EP 
could have been 
written by three 
completely dif- § 
ferent bands; it 
is almost shock- 
ing to realize 
that the breakdown-heavy title 
track came from the same place 
as “Circus In My Head,” a time- 
change monster that showcases 
each of the member's technical 
abilities. 

“We treat practices as if we 
were performing live,” Smith 
explained before launching 
into “New Cubed,” a song cur- 
rently in the works, but already 
set to be a beast once it is fin- 
ished. 

And true to form, through the 
course of the practice, each mem- 
ber previously seated in chairs or 
leaning against amps _ stood up, 
moved around and started head 
banging together while still re- 
maining concentrated on their 
individual parts. 

Marley, whose drum kit is 
unmiked in the rehearsal space, 
played like he was at a Friday 
night at Fletcher’s, with sweat 
flying off the skins far enough to 
reach the couch on the opposite 
side of the room. 

To the untrained ear, any met- 
al song may seem like an endless 
stream of double-bass pedals, in- 
comprehensible screaming and 


Po ht 


chugging distortion. 

What Anubis brings to the 
table is a sort of subtle brilliance; 
all of the previously-mentioned 
factors are present here, but well- 
placed key switches, Plunkett’s 
reggae and funk-inspired bass 
lines and ridiculously tight har- 
monies between Sleeth and Smith 
make them stand out in a scene 
difficult for bands to thrive in. 

“The Baltimore scene is over- 
saturated,” Sleeth said. “You can 
go out every night of the week 
for a year and never see the same 
band twice.” 

“When we're looking for bands 
to play with, there are five to six 
bands that come up, but there 
will always be bands around that 
we've never heard of,” Plunkett 
added. 

Anubis has played with Rest: 
Among Ruins several times, the 
alternative metal band boast- 
ing Hopkins’s own junior Henry 
Kaldre. They much prefer play- 
ing with smaller bands like RAR 
rather than more renowned bands 
whose glory days are over. 

“Our show with [well-known 
band] The Misfits last year,” 


COURTESY OF ANUBIS UNBOUND | 


Frontman Justin Severn gives brutal sounds to Anubis, one of Baltimore’s most hard core metal bands. 


Severn recalled, shaking his 
head, “I don’t even want to talk | 
about it.” 

“Other bands playing there 
were fine though; Biohazard de- 
stroyed for being so old,” Marley 
acknowledged. “We've played 


with Otep and Flaw before, they | 


were great.” 

Anubis’s show on the Dec. 12 
should prove to be much more 
satisfying. They will co-headline 
with Mark Rizzo of Soul Fly. Lo- 
cal bands including Beneath the 


Ruins and Fallen Martyr will | 


also be playing. 
If you're still doubtful about 
attending a metal show, rest as- 


sured that the 11-year-old fans | 


standing front and center will 
show you the ropes. 

“We love our shows because 
people from all modes of life 
come out to see us, and we never 
hang out in the green room. We'll 
just hang out at the bar with our 
friends until it’s time to play,” 
Plunkett said. 

So embrace your darker side, 
get a drink and enjoy one of the 


finer bands that Baltimore has to | 


offer. 


the Walters’ Mummified! 


By ALEC MEACHAM 
Stal? Writer 


Mummified!, a current exhibit 
at The Walters Art Museum, is in- 
teresting, somewhat educational, 
and a great weekend venture for 


| anyone looking for a nerdy good 


time. 
The Walters Art Museum, lo- 


| cated a block away from Peabody, 


is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


| Wednesday to Saturday. Mummi- 


fied!, highlights the Walters Mu- 
seum’s very own well-preserved 
mummy, Mery. It is an exhibit 
that is at once serious and play- 
ful. 

The first part of the exhibit 
features a few interesting arti- 
facts and two computer stations 
that offer information on the 
processes involved in mummi- 
fication and the cultural and re- 


| ligious significance of this hal- 


lowed ritual. 

This first section, though, 
barely holds a candle to the 
centerpiece of the exhibit: Mery 
the Mummy. Mery, who is 
about 4’ 9” tall and lived to be 


somewhere around 60, can be 
| found in a climate-controlled 
| glass case in the center of the 
| room. 
She is placed on a “Mummy 


board” and is wrapped in linen 
and plaster. This casing is paint- 
ed with images, in surprisingly 
vivid colors, of Egyptian gods in- 
volved in the processes of death 
and renewal: Osiris, Anubis, 
Horace and Hapi. 

Next to the body one finds 
four canopic jars, or containers 
for the departed’s vital organs. 
Some might remember these 
jars from the modern-day pop- 
ular movie The Mummy. Along 
with these jars are several 
small, ornate amulets that were 
at one point sewn into Mery’s 
fabric. 

One of the best parts of the 
exhibit — indeed, of The Wal- 
ters in general — is the en- 
dearing nerdiness of it all. For 
instance, one panel on the side 
of the mummy’s case explains 
that, according to a CT-scan of 
the body, Mery suffered from 
osteoarthritis and had 16 dental 
abscesses that likely lead to her 
death. Quite hilariously, this 
fact concluded with an excla- 
mation point; at least those in 
charge of the exhibit find such 
information exciting. 

The exhibits also features 
photos of three different casings 
for the body. This three-layered 

SEE Mummy, PAGE B4 


| Mummifed! allows museum-goers to learn how Egyptians died before mummification. 


hock out to some of 2009's 
most noteworthy albums 


By MELANIE LOVE 
Staff Writer 


Looking back on 2009, most of 
us will remember the plunging 
DOW, Obama’s first year, Kanye 
West's antics, Disney superstars’ 
supreme reigns and a whole slew 
of newsworthy events. 

I'll remember where I was 
when I heard U2’s much-antici- 
pated new album, how Bon Iver 
kept winning my heart, and how 
John Darnielle of the Mountain 
Goats musing on religion made 
me rethink my own hodgepodge 
of Jewish-agnosticism. 

More than ever, music has the 
power to soothe and uplift, to 
show that creativity and artistry 
will always persevere. 

Whether you're a_ glittery 
tween waiting for the latest Mi- 
ley Cyrus single or a jaded hip- 
ster arguing the merits of Grizzly 
Bear versus Animal Collective, 
there’s something for everyone 

in today’s vast, brilliant, and con- 
stantly evolving musical land- 
scape. 


10. Yeah Yeah Yeahs — It’s 
Blitz! 

The Yeah Yeah Yeahs are 
at their best when exploring 
the tender heart beneath their 
pounding, punky rhythms. 
Though opener “Heads Will 
Roll’ is full of choppy, glittering 
energy, Karen O. and Co. mix 
things up with some stripped- 
down, positively intimate bal- 
ladry, proving that softness can 
coexist right alongside big disco 
backbeats. 

Full of breathless emotion and 
Karen O’s lovely, fervent vocals, 
It’s Blitz! isn’t as explosive as its 
(amazing) cover would foretell, 
but it’s an album that engages 
upon first listen and unfolds as 

_ you keep spinning it. 


9. Phoenix — Wolfgang Ama- 
deus Phoenix 

As the best thing to come out 
of France since freedom fries, 
Phoenix handily conquered 
the States with its fourth al- 
bum, Wolfgang Amadeus Phoenix. 
Chock full of deceptively breezy 
pop rock gems, this disc floats 
along in a sunny, synth-driven 
blur. 

Featuring odes to flamboy- 
ant 19th century Hungarian 
composer Franz Liszt (single 
“Lisztomania”) and likening 
a crumbling relationship to 
the fall of Rome, Phoenix has 
crafted a rich, sparkling album 
that’s full of substance and 
style. 


8. U2 — No Line On The Hori- 
zon 

It’s impossible for U2 not to 
do it big, and on the band’s latest 
release, No Line On The Horizon, 
all the elements come together: 
Brian Eno, Steve Lilywhite and 
Daniel Lanois’ resonant, arena- 
ready production; Bono’s earnest 
and complicated musings on 
God, love, and the role of the mu- 
sician; The Edge’s chiming guitar 
sound. 

This disc may not have shift- 
ed the predicted massive num- 
bers, but it pleased longtime 
U2 fans and quick-to-criticize 
reviewers with its enveloping, 
intimate, and _ introspective 
tone. U2 is a behemoth, and 
rightfully so. 


7. Franz Ferdinand — Tonight 

All memories of Franz Ferdi- 
nand’s less than stellar sopho- 
more effort are forgotten with 
the band’s latest: the inventive 
and ridiculously catchy Tonight. 
Swathed in darkness and in- 


trigue, the Scottish foursome mix 


See ALBUMS, Pace B4 


Peabody musician Petanova talks about her music 


By NATALIE BERKMAN 
Staff Writer 


On Saturday, Anastasia Pet- 
anova performed a flute recital 
consisting of lesser-known piec- 
es by J.S. Bach. The recital was 
truly chamber music, carefully 
performed with elegance and fi- 
nesse. 

With the help of a soprano, 
two violinists, a harpsichord and 
a cellist, Ms. Petanova played to 
fulfill the main requirement for 
her Artist Diploma: performing. 

Anastasia Petanova began her 
flute studies in Russia at the age 
of four, giving her first public 
performance when she was five. 

“Tt wasn’t really my decision at 
the time. It was more my family,” 
she said. 

Her family noticed that she 
had perfect pitch and was sing- 
ing quite often, so they gave her 
a recorder. 

“My mother wanted me to 
play the violin, but then when 
she brought me to the teacher, 
she said, ‘You've got to be kid- 
ding! There’s no way we could 
get a violin that small!” Petanova 
laughed as she recounted. 

Petanova comes from a family 
filled with music lovers, though 
none have pursued it profession- 
ally. 

“They all played an instru- 
ment at some point in their lives 
and my mom was actually very 
good. At one point, her teacher 
was really encouraging her to be 
a pianist. | 

She became a Russian litera- 
ture professor instead.” 

Obviously, her family wa 
correct in realizing that Petano- 
va had a talent and a passion for 
music. Even though initially Pet- 
anova did not decide for herself 
to go into music and performing, 
it was an auspicious choice. 

“Not that I ever regretted it, 
but sometimes, I wonder what 
would have happened if I had 


played the violin instead,” she 
told The News-Letter. 

Petanova’s past experience 
includes studying at the Cen- 
tral Music School of the Moscow 
State Conservatory under Pro- 
fessor Uriy N. Dolzhikov. 

She received her bachelor’s 
of music degree from Peabody 
in 2006 and is currently the first 
flutist to pursue the prestigious 
Artist Diploma. 

“There’s nothing else in the 
Artist Diploma program ex- 
cept performing and lessons. 
So, there are no classes, there 
are no other applications oth- 
er than your own instrument. 
That’s why everyone loves that 
program so much,” she ex- 


Switzerland where my 


Baltimore.” 


cur- 
rent teacher, Marina Piccinini, 
was teaching at the time. Later, 
when I was thinking of study- 
ing abroad, I thought it would 
be great to study with her — and 
she had just started teaching at 
Peabody at the time. So I came to 


dents to study with today’s 


great musicians — who were 
themselves students of great 
performers. 


Ms. Petanova’s recital featured 
the music of J. S. Bach and several 


other talented musicians who are 


all friends and colleagues of Pet- 


anova: Igor Yuzefovich (violin), 
the assistant concertmaster of 
the Baltimore Symphony Orches- 
tra; Timothy Hoft (harpsichord); 
Zane Baker (cello); Emily Noel 
(soprano); and Netanel Draiblate 
(violin). 

“They are all excellent musi- 
cians and that is what matters 
the most,” Petanova said . 

“But to some extent the fact 
that we all knew each other 


Marina Piccinini is gener- 
ally regarded as one of the 
world’s greatest flutists who 
has worked with and _ stud- 
ied under some of the most 
famous and_highly-regard- 
ed flute teachers, including 
Jeanne Baxtresser of the New 
York Philharmonic and the late 
Julius Baker, former professor 
at both The Curtis Institute 


Britain, Switzerland, Belgium, 
Italy, Germany, the United States 
and Canada. 

She has played in master 
classes, as a soloist with orches- 
tras and at private concerts by 
herself. 

“I think every musician al- 
ways remembers the concert 
itself rather than the place. 
You just remember something 
about it, the special connec- 
tion with the audience, the 
atmosphere and things like 
that,” she said. 

Through these types of expe- 
riences, Petanova learned about 
Marina Piccinini, her current 
teacher at Peabody. 

“When I was 14 years old, 
I went to the master class in 


plained. of Music and made it even better and more 
Needless to The Julliard fun!” 
say, Petanova | think ever musician °¢hool. Rehearsing and performing, 
performs a lot. Ne “She's a with friends created the intimate 
In her music always remembers the great musi- chamber feel of the recital, and 
career thus far, al : th cian, a great that is exactly what recitals at 
she has per- Special connection with  gutist, a great Peabody typically are: the shar- 
ee meses the audience and the ae aAS said ng of music among friends and 
etanova. colleagues. 
Russia, other atmosphere. “She has “Student recitals at Peabody 
countries of the a very inter- are mostly for your teacher and 
‘former Soviet —ANASTASIA PETANOVA esting back- your friends, your studio-mates 
Union, France, ground. She and colleagues. When you per- 
Austria, Great doesn’t really form, in the end, you're per- 


belong to one culture or one forming for people, regardless 

country or one language at of what their professions might 

once and that alone, is a very be,” Petanova said. 

exotic thing,” Petanova said. Petanova views her successful 
“My previous teachers were performance as yet another aspect 

very different from her, as was _ of her education. ; 

the overall musical educational “Performance is just another 

system back in Russia, but if part of the learning experience,” 


anything, | am thankful for this she said. 
variety. The more different, the “I think it was a great opportu- 
more interesting and enriching, nity to do just that!” 


I find.” 

Music is said to be a uni- 
versal language, and Peabody, _ testing the water. 
much like Hopkins, exempli- “T wouldn't carry out this 
fies the interaction of multiple kind of program without a 
cultures, demographics and warm-up, and this was a good 
nationalities. warm-up.” 
_ In these ways, a Peabody Luckily this reviewer was 
education bridges culture gaps _ able to witness Petanova's prac- 
and time, allowing gifted stu- _ tice. oy 


With a concert idea such as this 
one, this recital was really just 
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A look at the best of 2009’s fantastic films 


By CHRISTINA WARNER 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 


From rom-coms to summer 
blockbusters, a year’s worth of 
film is pretty daunting when 
looking at as a whole. Lucky for 
you, we have tackled that daunt- 
ing task of reflecting on the mov- 
ies of 2009. 

Below is a list of the best 
(and some of the worst) mov- 
ies that hit theaters this year. 
If you're looking for something 
to rent over the holiday break 
(or, ahem, illegally download), 
these would be the flicks worth 
your time. 


10. X-Men Origins: Wolverine 

While you may have already 
seen the before-national-release- 
date leaked version, it may be 
a good idea to watch the actual 
version, complete with the origi- 
nal score and full special ef- 
fects. 

It’s not like the previous X- 
Men trilogy, but then, it shouldn't 
be. This is a prequel, after all, and 
if you've seen all the other X-Men 
movies, then you will appreciate 
certain elements that explain, or 
flesh-out, some things from the 
trilogy. 

Asa stand-alone, it’s a solid ac- 
tion movie — Hugh Jackman and 
Liev Shreiber are great as both 
brothers and foils to each other. 
Plus, there are some pretty nifty 
mutants introduced in this film. 


9. The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button 

It’s hard to believe that this 
movie came out this year. Okay, 
technically it came out in 2008, 
but it ran through the first month 
and a half of 2009, which is im- 
pressive in and of itself. 

It won a trio of Oscars, as well. 
If that’s not enough incentive to 
see the the adaptation of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald's short story, then I’m 
not sure what is. 

It’s a bit lengthy, but the make- 
up and old to young transitions 
are great. It’s an award-win- 
ning drama, so it may not be 
everyone’s cup of tea. But it is a 
worthwhile movie to sit through 
at least once. 


8. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince 


If you like Harry Potter, 
chances are you've already seen 
this and have already formed 
your negative or positive opin- 
ion. For someone who hasn’t 
read the books since they origi- 
nally came out, I found it enter- 
taining. 


The Harry Pot- = 
ter books are ri- 
diculously long 
and it’s implausi- 
ble to expect the 
filmmakers to fit 
everything into 
from one book 
into a single film 
(perhaps — why 
the seventh book 
is split into two 
movies). Thank- 
fully, though, 
we don’t have to 
watch an hour of 
Quidditch in this 
movie. 


7. The Time Travel- 
er's Wife 

Of all the 
chick flicks re- 
leased this year, 
this one was 
probably the 
most unusual in 
plot and unpre- 
dictable in end- 
ing (although, I 
would go as far 
to say that is actually unpredict- 
able). 

Eric Bana delves into this ro- 
mantic drama as a man who 
shifts through time unpredict- 
ably and unwillingly, and Rachel 
McAdams plays the endearing 
love interest (a role not uncom- 
mon for her). It’s sad but perfect 
for those “I need a movie that 
will make me cry” moments. 


6. Funny People 

This was an unexpected de- 
light for me. I went into the mov- 
ie knowing nothing about it and 
came out very impressed. With a 
cast comprised of Adam Sandler, 
Seth Rogan and Leslie Mann, and 
with Judd Apatow for a director, 
the humor is expected to be more 
along the lines of Knocked Up. 

And, of course, there are a 
lot of instances when it is. But 
for the most part, the humor 
plays away from the “tasteless” 
sort (as named by 40-something 
mothers). It’s certainly not PG- 
rated humor, but it’s definitely 
humor with a message. View- 
ers will find this film a bit more 
fulfilling than traditional com- 
edies. 


5. Push 

Although not given very many 
stars by critics, this film is still a 
decent action/sci-fi flick that is 
quite resonant of X-Men. Up- 
and-coming actors Chris Evans, 
Camilla Belle and Dakota Fan- 
ning made the film worthwhile, 
though. It’s a solid story line and 


COURTESY OF WWW.ALLMOVIEPHOTO.COM 
Balloons carry an unlikely duo on the adventure of their lives in Disney's Up. 


Brad Pitt heads up a troup of American soldiers lookin 


aes 


Djimon Hounsou makes for a 
great villain. 


4. Paper Heart 

Will this be the indie-film of 
the year or will it just fall flat like 
the much-anticipated, similar 
in documentary-style American 
Teenager? Michael Cera (“sorta” 
indie king of Juno origin) and 
Charlyne Yi star in this mocku- 
mentary about searching for love 
—a theme we can all relate to. 

It’s a bit confusing as to what 
parts of this film are real and 
which aren’t (Yi and Cera were 
rumored to be dating at one 
point), but it’s full of interviews 
and off-kilter humor sure to ex- 
cite the pretentious, indie kid in 
you. 


3. (500) Days of Summer 

Before you think that Paper 
Heart is this year’s sneak-up 
romantic comedy, don’t forget 
about this one — the anti-roman- 
tic comedy. Zooey Deschanel 
and Joseph Gordon-Levitt (yes, 
he is that cute, geeky kid from 
10 Things I Hate About You) star 
as the couple that can’t work 
out although their chemistry 
is perfectly sweet. With a killer 
soundtrack (Hall & Oates, Regina 
Spektor and Temper Trap), and 
quirky characters, you'll be sure 
to fall in love with it even as the 
characters fall out of love. 


2. Up 

Disney and Pixar has done it 
again. This time, the main char- 
acters are an aging widower and 
a chubby wilderness explorer 
who is 70 years younger than 
him. But don’t think these uncon- 
ventional animated characters 
have any less fun as they travel 
to South America on a balloon- 
lifted house and get caught up in 
adventure and excitement. 

It’s emotional, uplifting and so 
much more than a kids’ movie. 
Don't let the animation fool you 
into thinking this isn’t worth 
your time. 


1. Inglourious Basterds 

There are not very many di- 
rectors whom we would let re- 
write a historic event like World 
War II without criticizing them 
immensely. But Quentin Taran- 
tino just happens to be one of 


(ome see mummies at The Walters 


From Mummy, B3 
coffin box set was covered with 
the same type of illustrations 
found on the mummy’s wrap- 
pings. 

As one can imagine, the Egyp- 
tians were meticulous and scien- 
tifically advanced. They wrapped 
the body first and then encased it 
in three levels of thick coffins to 
preserve the body into the after- 
life. 

In the one of the informational 
panels, the process of embalming 
is briefly described. The Priest, 

called the “Overseer of the Se- 
crets,” wore the Mask of Anubis 
and directed the process. His as- 
sistant, “The Seal-Bearer of the 
Gods,” then recited the embalm- 
ing spell — an essential element 
in the mummification process. 

Accompanying with Mery the 
Mummy are several other rather 
gruesomely tiny mummies, one 

of which is even a young girl 
with the rest as cat mummies. 


| 


Although this is rather dis- 
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turbing, it is apparent that the 
Egyptians did indeed keep cats 
with them to protect them in the 
afterlife. These are the types of 
wonderful little facts that make 
this exhibit entertaining. 

Other highlights featured at 
the Museum, which are men- 
tioned with vague reference with 
the Mummified! exhibit, are The 
Collector’s Study and The Cham- 
ber of Wonders. 

The Collector’s Study is a 
beautiful room in lovely, dark 
mahogany wood that is filled 
with nothing other than fanciful 
— albeit random — objects. 

It is unclear as to who the col- 
lector responsible for acquiring all 
these artifacts actually was, but 
he has tangibly contributed to the 
appreciation of the aesthetic and 
should be cag lS i 
edged. items 

oa ig alarm clock from 
Versailles from Revolutionary-Era 


France and paintings of some of the 
great “geniuses” of world history. 

The Chamber of Wonders is 
everything that the name implies. 
Filled with one of the most ran-. 
dom and delightful assortment 
of fantastic objects to be seen in 
all of Baltimore, this room alone 
is worth the trip downtown. 

To give some idea of the won- 
ders to be seen within, above the 
two doorways on opposite ends of 
the room are a magnificent moose 
head and a stuffed alligator. There 
is a beautiful collection of exotic 
butterflies as well as a veritable ben- 
gal tiger rug on the opposite wall. 

On the first sign introducing 
the Mummified! exhibit, the em- 
balming spell for the mummi- 
fication is shown, which reads, 
“You will live again; you will live 
forever. Behold, you are young 
again forever!” 

If you are looking to reconnect 
with your nerdy side, Mummified! 
is definitely worth a trip. 
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g to scalp “Nat-zees” in /ng/ourious Basterds. 


those lucky few. When I saw this 


film, the entire theater was full of | 


boys, guys and old men. 

But it’s not just a bro’s movie. 
If you like Tarantino, you'll like 
this. If you don’t like him, well, 
you should give this a try any- 
way. Brad Pitt is hilarious, but it 
is Melanie Laurent as the Jewish 
girl disguised as a French wom- 


an who steals the show as femme | 


fatale Soshanna. 

The violence isn’t as brutal as 
it could have been (although, the 
scalping scenes are a bit much) 
and the many subtitles aren’t 
very off-putting. This might be 
Tarantino’s best yet. 


Alternately, there are quite a 
few films that aren’t worth your 


time. Do I even need to put New | 


Moon from the Twilight saga on this 
list? There was too much shirtless- 
ness and not enough of anything 
else to make it a decent movie. 

Couples Retreat was a fall movie 
that relied too much on standard 
comedic tricks to make it note- 
worthy, which is disappointing 
because it hada great cast. 

But don’t fret. There’s still a 
bunch of releases set around the 
holidays to round off the year in 
movies (and remember, this is 
around the time when expected- 
award-winners are released). Ex- 
pect Robert Downey Jr. as Sher- 
lock Holmes, Jim Carrey as the 
Scrooge and many more charac- 
ters that will be worthwhile to 
see on screen. 

But as for the rest of the year’s 
movies, take a trip to Blockbuster 
and check out what you missed. 


ARTIST 


John Mayer 


ALBUM 
Battle Studies 


LABEL 


Sony 
RELEASED 


Nov. 17, 2009 


John Mayer has taken a break 
from Twitter-ing and serial dat- 
ing celebrities to release his fol- 
low-up to 2006's critically-ac- 
claimed Continuum. While that 
disc was a hard-won effort for 
Mayer, lending him blues credit 
after years of creating palatable 
but flimsy pop-rock, Battle Stud- 
ies tempers that sense of urgency 
(and his fiery guitar-work). 

Though it’s still a solid album, 
chock full of hopelessly relatable 
romantic sentiment, there is the 
overriding sense that something's 
missing, a flatness not evident in 
the rich, evocative tracks that filled 
Continuum from start to finish. 

Still, Mayer can craft some 
excellent hooks, and this album 


DECEMBER 83, 2009 


The N-L examines this year's 
most amazing albums 


just the first victory in what is 
most likely to bea string of gems 


ALBUMS, From B3 


| in rattling skeletons, synths and 


some funky structures to create a 
disc that flows at a frenetic pace. 

From the chunky, throbbing 
beats of lead single “Ulysses” to 
penultimate cut “Katherine Kiss 
Me,” which strips back the glam 


of “No You Girls” to become a 


calm acoustic number, Franz Fer- 


| dinand hits the mark with this 
| disc. 


6. The Pains Of Being Pure At 


| Heart — The Pains Of Being Pure At 


Heart 

It definitely wasn’t a great year 
for most people, but an album 
like this one can almost make you 
forget all your troubles. Jammed 


| full with airy, shimmering and 


danceable tunes, The Pains Of 
Being Pure At Heart's self-titled 
debut is proof that pop isn’t just 
slick but sometimes has a real 
beating heart beneath the spar- 
kling beats. 

On standout songs like “This 
Love Is Fucking Right!” and 
“Young Adult Friction,” TPOB- 
PAT swerves through jangling 
melodies, swirls of guitars and 
energetic drums to craft a blend 
of perfect, palatable pop. 


5. Passion Pit — Manners 

I bought this disc solely be- 
cause I fell head-over-heels for 
“To Kingdom Come,” a potent 
combination of shimmering in- 
strumentation, sweeping pace 
and evocative lyrics. It just never 
gets old. 

The rest of Passion Pit’s criti- 
cally-acclaimed and _hipster-be- 
loved debut album has that same 


| mix of sparkle and texture, with 


tracks that shift and tangle while 
still retaining an ethereal pop 
core. It’s a rare thing to tug at 
your heartstrings and be uplift- 
ing, too, but Manners does just 
that, and more. 

4. Bon Iver — Blood Bank EP 

Bon Iver can do no wrong in 
my eyes, and this EP was just 
further proof. Hot on the heels of 
the jaw-dropping, revelatory For 
Emma, Forever Ago, Blood Bank 
was a scant four songs but man- 
aged to make an impact as strong 
as any full-length release. 

The title cut tells a vividly 
creepy love story as only Bon 
Iver can, while he explores the 
ubiquitous Auto-Tune on closer 
“Woods,” morphing the cheesy 
tool beloved by rappers to some- 
thing expansive and haunting. 
Most of all, this short EP proves 
that For Emma was no fluke, but 


NEW VIBRATIONS 


been the leadoff single instead 
of “Who Says”) is quietly lovely, 
with twinkling guitars, muted 
drums and some bitterly evoca- 
tive lyrics: “Clouds of sulphur in 
the air / Bombs are falling every- 
where ... If you want more love, 
why didn’t you say so?” 

The tension and vigor of 
Continuum has been somewhat 
smoothed over, but it’s like the 
calm before the storm. 

Mayer's songs could be cheesy 
if they didn’t have his heart be- 
hind them, seeping through ev- 
ery lyric and chord. On “All We 
Ever Do Is Say Goodbye,” he’s 
pained but resilient, backed by 
shimmering _ instrumentation 
that slowly rises to a crescendo 
of harmonies, while “Half Of My 
Heart” has a swerving groove 
and captures well that feeling of 
being perpetually divided. 

There are a couple of less than 
stellar moments here, though. 
Aforementioned single “Who 
Says” has none of the intensi 
of “Waiting On The World To 
Change” or even the shame- 
less catchiness 
of Mayer's ear- 
lier pop-oriented 
hits, while “War 
Of My Life” is a 
bit meandering 
for such over- 
wrought _ senti- 


for Bon Iver. 


3. Mountain Goats — The Life 
Of The World To Come 
“On the Mountain Goats’ lat- 
est, auteur John Darnielle reck- 
ons with and reimagines twelve 
sections from the Bible with char- 
acteristic grace and clarity. There 
are no self-important statements 
of atheism or fawning over reli- 
gion here, just a man attempting 
to reconcile what faith and some 
familiar stories mean to him in 
our tumultuous modern world. 
Darnielle’s sentiments are raw 
and elemental, but his lyrics are 
as vivid as ever, counterpointed 
by the stripped-bare acoustic in- 
strumentation. The Life Of The 
World To Come does what ev- 
ery great album should: hit you 
squarely in the heart. 


2. Islands - Vapours 

This is just a cool album, from 
the icy blue, ‘80s-esque cover to 
the blend of warm pop and artifi- 
cial electronics contained within. 
After the weighty baroque of 
2007’s Arm’s Way, Nick Thorburn 
has reunited with former Uni- 
corns bandmate to craft a set of 
songs that add some sparkle to a 
traditional pop backbone. 

Thorburn’s lyrics are charac- 
teristically creepy (car bombs, 
knife-wielding stalkers, — the 
apocalypse), but delightfully so, 
particularly when paired with 
energetic, swerving instrumen- 
tation. If anything, Vapours pres- 
ents a more refined Islands, still 
as imaginative as ever, but will- 
ing to pare back their epics in 
favor of some more shot-to-the- 
heart tracks. 


1. Voleano Choir — Unmap 

On one of the most interest- 
ing collaborations of this year, 
Justin Vernon paired up with 
Collections of Colonies of Bees 
to record a largely instrumen- 
tal album, deciding to forgo the 
lush, crooked lyrics that brought 
him accolades on For Emma, For- 
ever Ago. 

Why fix what isn’t broken, you 
might ask? Because what results 
on Unmap is a lovely collection 
of atmospheric tunes that man- 
age to be just as complex and 
intriguing as Vernon’s wordplay 
on Bon Iver’s debut. While you 
can't really sing along to these 
chorus-less songs, you can most 
certainly by moved and inspired 
by the textured and rich cuts 
here. 


“Perfectly Lonely” is full of bluesy 
charm, seamless vocals and a de- 
fiantly empty-hearted hook. 

Meanwhile, “Assassin” puts a 
nice spin on the otherwise clichéd 
idea of players loving and leaving, 
with Mayer playing some fierce 
solos (a standout on an album that 
luxuriates more in feeling rather 
than showy instrumentation). 

And though Mayer’s “Cross- 
roads” is a bit out of place, it’s 
still a respectful nod to his roots 
and the guitar gods that came be- 
fore him, full of loose energy and 
confidence, 

Battle Studies comes to a close 
with “Friends, Lovers or Noth- 
ing,” which, despite the overtness 
of its title, has a smooth flow to it, 
aided by Mayer's buttery vocals 
and the subtle guitar threaded 
through. “Anything other than 
yes is no / Anything other than 
Stay is go / Anything less than 
T love you is lies,” Mayer croons 
as the song winds to its end, a 
soulful yet decisive finish to an 
equally heartfelt album. 

When it comes to innovation, 
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Unly thing special about 2012 is its effects 


By NATALIE BERKMAN 
Staff Writer 


On Friday, Nov. 13, the new- 
est box office smash, 2012, came 
to theaters everywhere. That day 
when everyone usually fears bad 
luck, director Roland Emmerich 
(Independence Day and The D 


ay 
After Tomorrow) 


told American 
moviegoers everywhere that the 
world will end in the December 
of 2012. 

It’s a shame that the end will be 
so messy and that the media cover 
up the “real” situation won't work 
— but that is what people expect 
to see in movies nowadays. For 
some reason, movies today can- 
not seem to survive without spe- 
cial effects. While plots, character 
development and acting abilities 
go down the tube, the number of 
explosions and physical impos- 
sibilities appearing on the screen 
increase exponentially. But it is 
still depressing that the most suc- 
cessful movies are the ones with 
the most effects and the fewest 
redeeming qualities. 2012 was no 
exception. 

The plot was simplistic at best. 
Ostensibly derived from some 
sort of vague Mayan prediction 
(while in reality, this basis for 
the movie was only minimally 
referred to at best), 2012 demon- 
strates the way the world will end 
once its core begins to heat up. 

It was introduced by an astro- 
physicist in India (Jimi Mistry). 
The information was carefully 
delivered to Washington, D.C. 
and covered up by American 
geologist Adrian Helmsley (Chi- 
wetel Ejiofor) who, despite the 
promise of the end of the world, 
seemed much more interested in 
the president’s daughter (Thand- 
ie Newton). 

Then, introduce the unsuc- 
cessful author (John Cusack), 
his ex-wife (Amanda Peet) and 
her new boyfriend (Thomas Mc- 
Carthy). Emmerich obviously 
realized that most modern mov- 
ies include some variant of this 
typical broken family. A family 
vacation in Yellowstone National 
Park introduces Cusack and his 


children to a seemingly psychotic 
hippie (Woody Harrelson) who, 
through his communist radio 
show has discovered the govern- 
ment conspiracy to keep the end 
of the world a secret. 

All the audience needs to do is 
sit back and munch on popcorn 
as the world crumbles around 
the characters. 

Once Cusack realizes that the 
crazy hippie had stumbled onto 
the truth, he takes a limousine 
and immediately rushes to save 
his family. They pile into the limo 
and begin to drive out of Los An- 
geles, which crumbles around 
them. 

In a video game-esque action 
sequence, they hit the gas and 
race against the rapidly deterio- 
rating road, smashing through 
falling glass buildings and are 
miraculously the only people 
who survive. 

Now, don’t worry. All that 


happened only in the first hour, 
so there is still plenty to see. The 
acting isn’t very stimulating, but 
at least the effects look “real” (be- 
cause everyone knows what it 
will look like when the world falls 
apart). Scenes that are supposed 
to be emotional or dramatic fall 


flat and slow the movie down, | 


while the action scenes that are 
supposed to stimulate just seem 
like a joke after a while. 

Themes of tolerance and ac- 


ceptance abound as selfish hu- | 


man beings attempt to save 
themselves instead of righteously 
allowing every underpaid Chi- 
nese worker a place on the arks 
they have built. 


Overall, this movie promises | 


to be anenlighteni ng three hours, 


but it is ultimately just a waste. If | 


your mind needs a break from 
the demanding Hopkins curricu- 
lum, then go see it, but first check 
to see if there is anything better 
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Amanda Peet races to save her children in the unfullfilling, apocalyptic 20/2. 
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ON THE SILVER SCRI 


By RACHEL GREENBERG 
Staff Writer 
Roald Dahl has _ produced 


|| some of the best children’s books 


and some of the most endearing 
characters both in film and litera- 
ture, but director Wes Anderson, 
famous for exercises in social 
dysfunction like The Royal Tenen- 
baums and The Darjeeling Limited, 
does not seem like the most obvi- 
ous choice to direct an adaptation 
of an animated Roald Dahl story. 

In Fantastic Mr. Fox, though, 
Anderson seems to have tran- 


| scended this niche, creating a 


film that works on almost every 


| level. 


With a star-studded. cast fea- 
turing George Clooney and 
Meryl Streep as Mr. and Mrs. 


| Fox, Fantastic Mr. Fox has some 


of the most important aspects 
of a successful animated film. 


| The film’s stars — quite sophisti- 
| cated puppets — include the Fox 


couple’s son Ash, voiced by Jason 
Schwartzman, and their nephew 
Kristofferson (Eric Anderson), as 
well as a host of other creatures. 
The puppets are artfully craft- 
ed and the sets are equally beau- 
tiful; the scenes of woods and na- 


The Road a better journey on pages than onscreen 


By ALEC MEACHAM 
Staff Writer 


The Road, directed by John 
Hillcoat and _ staring Viggo 
Mortensen, is one of the many 
adaptations of fine novels that 
leaves you scratching your head. 

Cormac McCarthy’s — nov- 
el, published three years ago, 
reached immense success and re- 
ceived virtually universal critical 
acclaim. McCarthy has always 
been known for his harsh, un- 
forgiving depictions of violence 
and brutality in the human con- 
dition, but his most recent novel 
displayed almost inconceivable 
levels of beauty and tenderness. 

McCarthy, who is now well 

into his seventies, says that he 
wrote the novel having been in- 
spired by and as a reaction to 
his 8-year-old son. The novel’s 
portrayal of the relationship be- 
tween the father and the boy is 
heart-wrenchingly authentic and 
tender. 

As The New York Times’s Janet 
Maslin wrote, “The Road would 
be pure misery if not for its stun- 
ning, savage beauty.” Maslin hits 
the nail on the head here: John 
Hillcoat’s adaptation of the novel 
is exactly that — pure misery. 

Although the movie has some 
stunning visual imagery and the 
occasional tender emotional mo- 
ment, it is the gruesome brutal- 
ity that outweighs these quali- 
ties and leaves the viewer feeling 
simply numbed. 

McCarthy’s horrid post-apoc- 
alyptic vision in the book serves 
as a backdrop for the focus of the 
story, the endurance and survival 
of the father and his son. Howev- 
er, when shown on the big screen, 
the dark, gray and at times, fiery 
landscapes seem to take over. 

Whereas the dark violence and 
destitute scenery are left to the 


imagination in the novel, they 
are shown in vivid detail in the 
movie. Although there are some 
deft and beautiful shots of grey, 
ash-covered trees and fiery ridg- 
es in the distance, these end up 
distracting from the focus on the 
journey of the father and son. 

One of the most poignant mo- 
ments in the film is a shot where 
the father and the boy are walk- 
ing through an old abandoned 
gas station in raggedy clothes 
pushing a rusty shopping cart. 
The floor on which they walk is 
strewn with cash — green bills 
that are relics of another world 
existing only in memory. 

This theme of memory poses 
another problem throughout the 
film. The screenplay stayed re- 
markably loyal to the novel, how- 
ever, the major deviations were 
bothersome. Charlize Theron, 
who is by all means one of the 
best actresses that Hollywood 
has to offer today, plays the role 
of the mother. 

This character, who is men- 
tioned only very briefly in the 
novel, is fully fleshed out in the 
film. Although there are a few 
brief and beautiful memories that 
come up in the father’s dreams, 
the scenes of their life before and 
during the end of their world 
shows a marked change from the 
original source. 

Along with fine cinematogra- 
phy, the film’s best quality is Vig- 
go Mortensen’s performance. Ina 
ripped and tattered world that is 
pinning off its axis, Mortensen’s 
character shows strength, deter- 
mination and most of all, fierce 
love and loyalty for his son. 

Although the  character’s 
memories of his past life subtract 
from the illustration of his devo- 
tion to his son, Mortensen shows 
passion, tenacity and tenderness 
in his portrayal of the nameless 


father. It would be a shame if his 
name were not mentioned when 
the Award season comes around. 

Some, especially those who 
have not read the novel, may find 
the film monotonous and slow. 
Indeed, the film is truly bleak 
and the audience members con- 
stantly find themselves asking 
the most important question, 
“Why do they even continue?” 

This question is central to both 
the novel and film; however, the 
film falls short in this most im- 
portant aspect. In McCarthy’s 
novel, although the movement 
and actions of the two central 
characters are in fact monoto- 
nous and slow, each step seems 
to be endowed with meaning and 
purpose. 

No matter how bleak their 
world is, the father and son al- 
ways seem to be driven by a 
purpose that goes deeper than 


mere survival. Throughout the 
novel, there is a refrain in which 
the father and son reassures 
themselves, “Yes, we’re the good 
guys,” and “Yes, we’re carrying 
the fire.” 

In the film, this deeply rooted 
understanding of purpose be- 
tween the father and son is lack- 
ing, beaten down by the dark 
hammerings of cruelty and fate. 
Instead of being driven towards 
some abstract goal on the hori- 
zon, or on the shore as it is, the 
two main characters seem lost on 
the way. 

By the end of the film, the 
question of why the family still 
continues on is too far distanced 
by the horrible events that are 
depicted to even be answered. 
Instead, a new question arises: 
“Why did Cormac McCarthy al- 
low his magnificent novel to be 
made into this?” 
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Mortenson displays intense loyalty towards his son (Smit-McPhee) in The Road. 


COURTESY OF WWW.ALLMOVIEPHOTO.COM 
| George Clooney and Meryl Streep are among celebrities chosen to voice the lovable Fox family in the film Fantastic Mr. Fox. 


Fantastic Mr. Fox captures childhood magic 


ture are done in pleasant, warm 
earth tones and rooms are thor- 
oughly decorated and designed. 
The film has carefully crafted the 
world of these suit-wearing, well- 
mannered wild animals. 

When vivacious Mr. Fox is 
told that Mrs. Fox is expecting, 
he swears to forsake his risky 
life of farm-robbing in favor of a 
desk job at a newspaper. Twelve 
(fox) years later, Mr. Fox is begin- 
ning to suffer a mid-life crisis 
and decides, with the help of his 
friend Kylie the possum (Wally 
Wolodarsky), to resume his life 
of excitement and foxy thievery 
by robbing the farms of Boggis, 
Bunce and Bean. 

These. farmers are known 
across the country by the chil- 
dren’s rhyme: “Boggis and Bunce 
and Bean / One fat, one short, 
one lean / These horrible crooks 
/ So different in looks / Were 
nonetheless equally mean.” 

The farmers do not take 
kindly to Fox’s daring purloin- 
ing, so they invade his home and 
drive Fox and his family into the 
ground. As a result, all the forest 
animals to come together to de- 
feat the farmers and reclaim their 
lives. 

Meanwhile, Ash __ struggles 
with his feelings of inferiority 
next to his younger cousin who is 


| not only taller than him, but also 
| excels in yoga, karate and sports. 


Throughout the film, this sub- 
plot symbolizes Ash’s inability to 
receive validation from his self- 
centered and egotistical father. 

The charm of this film is in the 
success of its characters. Each of 
the animals stands alone asa solid 
and developed personality. This is 
particularly noticeable in the loud 
and brash Mr. Fox, and in the ar- 
gumentative, awkward Ash. 

This strength of the script 
writing shows through in these 
humorous characters. The vil- 
lains are equally as compelling 
as the heroes. The scenes that 
feature the evil farmers are some 
of the best as these characters are 
typically exaggerated in Roald 
Dahl's fashion. 

Unfortunately, the voice work 
is inconsistent. Some of the voice 
performances are fantastic, par- 


2012 


Starring: John Cusack, 

Amanda Peet 

Director: Roland Emmerich 

Run Time: 158 min. 

Rating: PG-13. 

Bray at: Landmark Harbor 
as 


ticularly from Schwartzman, 
whose Ash is perfectly petulant 
and prepubescent. For the most 
part, though, the film has fallen 
into the trap of choosing com- 
mercially successful actors. 

Based on the character voices, 
it is clear that this choice was 
largely made for purposes of 
advertising and not for any par- 
ticular voice skill of these actors. 
Mr. Fox, for example, very clearly 
has George Clooney’s voice. He 
is a fox that sounds like George 
Clooney rather than having some 
distinct voice of his own. 

Other actors who earned pro- 
nounced places in the credits 
such as Owen Wilson’s Coach 
Skip and Bill Murray’s Badger 
are barely present in the movie. 
Wilson’s Coach Skip, for example, 
is present in only one scene and 
only for a few minutes; Wolodar- 
sky, on the other hand, whose 
Kylie is a main character of the 
film, does not earn a major place 
in the advertising scheme. 

This somewhat cheapens the 
movie as a transparent attempt 
at publicity while more experi- 
enced, accomplished voice actors 
could have been chosen instead. 

As one would expect in a film 
from Anderson, the film is not 
only designed with children in 
mind. Many moments in the film 
depend on an adult awareness, 

such as Mr. Fox’s constant faux- 
swearing with the word “cuss,” 
or by the discussion between Mr. 
Fox and Rat (Willem Dafoe) that 
implies Mrs. Fox used to be a lit- 
tle loose in her morals. 

The message of the movie, 
though, is traditional, empower- 
ing and family-appropriate. Mr. 
Fox learns about responsibility 
and modesty, while Ash, who 
struggles with feeling different, is 
consoled by Mrs. Fox; his mother 
assures him that, while everyone 
is different, “There’s something 
kind of fantastic about that, isn’t 
there?” 

Anderson’s film is a success- 
ful interpretation of the work of 
a beloved author and maintains 
the charm of a traditional Dahl 
production, while expressing a 
new voice immersed in modern 
animation and film technique. 


FANTASTIC 


Starring: George Clooney, | 
Meryl Streep i 
Director: Wes 


i 


Run Time: 93 min. — 
pat hes ct : 
Playing at: The 
There Se ate 


Blue Jay Brigade 


What do you mean no comic this 
week? Where is your cartoonist? 


I am the Ghost of Xmas 

j= Present. Look at your 
Ml students in D-Level, 
Wy, sec how they suffer. 
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Quentin and Sam 


By Jane Yee 
By Kevin Li 


inals but I won't 

Tsay good luck on your Tinals but I 
rete ae ahrae And if I did say it, I'd be 
lying to you and we wouldn't want that. But happy 
| holidays and enjoy your break. 


I think he's in 
D-Level studying} | 
for finals. 


Hello Johns Hopkins! 
T am the Ghost of Xmas 
Past. I visit colleges 
who stress their 
students with exams 


during this happy 


Yes but 
I don't. 


M This is 1876 
when you were 
founded, 
Look how 


happy your 
students were 


Ahhhhl!! Okay, 
okay I will go 


easier on my 


Sorry guys we got 
the wrong one. 
We're suppose_ JW 
to visit hj 


Quentin and Sam 


Blue Jay Brigade 
By Jane Yee 


After Thanksgiving break, I truly 
understand the meaning of “you are : re Y how I'd look like if 
i man, if you 
Raa ee 4 Oh, hey look, look like that it 2) 
It's Big Bird. must mean one 
thing.. 


take 
bite out of you. 


Actually, 
it's Sam. 
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Good luck 

everyone! ih 
Have a good 
vacation! 
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Study heats up dinosaur metabolism debate Magnetic microdises target and 


A new hypothesis syooests that moct 4; Naat 
ew hypothesis suggests that most dinosaurs could not have functioned with a cold-blooded physiology 


initiate cell death in tumors 


| By ANN WANG 


Science and ‘Technology Editor 


By LAN YU 


recognize and bind to the overex- 
Staff Writer 


pressed protein on glioma cells. 
Once introduced into the body, 
or in this case a cell culture, the 
antibodies guide the microdiscs 
to attach to the surface of the 
cancerous glioma cells, but not 
healthy cells. About 10 microdises 
attached to each cancer cell. 
Because they are discs instead 
of particles, and much wider 
than they are thick, the micro- 
discs have a magnetic property 
known as a spin-vortex ground 
state, and they oscillate when an 
alternating current is applied. 
The cell membrane consists of 
a fluid double layer of lipid mole- 
cules, more like the film that forms 
over a bowl of cold soup. This flu- 
id membrane is easily disrupted 
by the twisting and turning mo- 
tion of the microdiscs attached to 


Many of us can State, with cer- 
tainty, that dinosaurs ofall shapes 
and sizes were cold-blooded, or 
ectothermic, a fact that has been 
ingrained in our minds since 
were children. 

Scientific consensus, however, 
is not that certain, and has been 
shifting in the opposite direc- 
tion towards the endothermic, or 
warm-blooded, hypothesis. Con- 
tributing to this debate is Herman 
Pontzer, a professor of anthropol- 
ogy at Washington University in 
St. Louis. i 

In an article recently pub- 
lished in PLoS ONE, Pontzer 
and his colleagues utilized two 
biomechanical methods to pre- 
dict the metabolic demands 


Scientists working at Argonne 
| National Laboratory in Chicago 
and The University of Chicago 
have developed an_ effective 
/ | method to target and kill cancer 
| cells using tiny magnetic discs. 
The microdiscs, only one mi- 
cron in diameter, work by dis- 
| rupting the outer membranes and 
| initiating chemical pathways that 
| | lead to apoptosis, or cell death. In 
laboratory tests, the microdiscs 
a4 | destroyed up to 90 percent of 
cancer cells after being activated 
for only 10 minutes. 
| One major drawback of che- 
| motherapy drugs, widely used to 
} | treat cancers, is that they cannot 
| | be targeted to tumor cells. These 
drugs affect the entire body and 


we 


; : k 3 often cause its surface. 
of 14 different species of dino- | painful side ef- “The — spin- 
: ‘ : 
saurs. These species were cho- fects such as The unique ‘soft vortex-mediated 
sen based on the completeness 


stimulus creates 
two dramatic 
effects: compro- 
mised integrity 
of the cellular 


hair loss, nau- 
| sea, fatigue and 
a weakened im- 
mune system. 

For several 


of their fossil record, its acces- 
sibility and the species’ ability 
to represent the evolutionary 
lineage from dinosaurs to pres- 
ent-day birds. 


magnetic material 
... was sufficient to 


achieve approximately 


| decades, scien- membrane .. . 

In addition, these dinosaurs COURTESY OF WWWTTAYLORLIFESCIENCE.COM | tists have been 90 percent cancer cell and initiation 
were also bipedal, walking on Based on the energy requirements of modern upright-walking animals, most dinosaurs may have been warm-blooded creatures. | trying to de- destruction. of programmed 
two legs instead of four, making velop nanopar- cell death,” said 
it possible to base their energy organisms adjust their me- they can provide. Endothermic ods suggested the small species | ticles that can — ELENA ROZHKOVA, Elena Rozh- 
demands off of those of mod- tabolism to warm themselves physiology can provide energy at were likely warm blooded as | deliver drugs RESEARCHER kova, a research 
ern-day bipedal animals. The re- up or cool themselves down, arate that is 10-times higher than well.” specifically to scientist at Ar- 
searchers predicted the amount similar to adjusting the thermo- that of an ectothermic system,” Furthermore, this conclusion | cancer cells. gonne National 
of energy that would be needed stat when heating or cooling a Pontzer said. was based on the assumption | Although sey- Laboratory who 


for different walking and run- 
ning speeds for species of all 


sizes. 


Their results strongly support 
the warm-blooded hypothesis, 
as even the least demanding of 
physical activities in the larger 
dinosaurs, such as a slow walk, 
demand much more energy than 


a cold-blooded physiology can 
provide. 

Cold-blooded animals rely 
primarily on heat from the sun 
to control their body tempera- 
tures, and thus maintain a rela- 
tively low metabolic rate. On 
the other hand, warm-blooded 


room. 

“Our results suggest these spe- 
cies would need a warm-blooded 
physiology, able to deliver oxygen 
(and therefore energy) at a higher 
rate,” Pontzer said in an e-mail to 
The News-Letter. 

Initially, scientists suggested 
that dinosaurs were cold-blood- 
ed, linking them to the reptiles 
from which the name dinosaur, 
meaning “terrible lizard,” origi- 
nated. Later discoveries and con- 
tinually mounting evidence sup- 
port the reverse. 

“Ectothermic systems are 
limited in the rate of energy that 


From an evolutionary stand- 
point, scientists still have yet to 
determine whether warm-blood- 
edness arose from the need for 
self-regulation of the dinosaurs’ 
internal temperatures or from the 
energy demands of their physical 
activities. 

The study did not focus on 
the relation of size to the energy 
demands of the dinosaur spe- 
cies. “Size had nothing to do 
with our analyses per se. . . but 
it did turn out that the clearest 
results happened to be for spe- 
cies larger than about 20 kg,” 
Pontzer said. “Still, our meth- 


By HUSAIN DANISH 
Magazine Editor 


Why areshower curtains pulled 
in when you take a shower? 

After completing an intense 
workout at the gym, I was ready 
to go back to my room and take 
a nice, long shower. I hopped 
in and turned on the water. I 
breathed in the steam and felt 
all of my tension melt away. 
Nothing could ruin this mo- 
ment. 

Then it happened. Out of no- 
where, the shower curtain at- 
tacked me. I tried to shake it off 
but every time I thought I was 
free of its grasp, it came back. 
The clammy curtain clung to my 
legs. . 
_ While “Attack of the Shower 
Curtains” is not coming to a 
‘theater near you anytime soon, 

ngy curtains are still annoy- 
. Surprisingly, people have 
ctual 


- spent time and money — 
figure out this mys- — 


curtains billow annoyingly in- 
ward. 

Some scientists have argued 
that it all has to do with buoy- 
ancy. When you take a hot show- 
er, the steam heats the air in the 
shower, causing the warmed air 
to rise. 

In order to replace this rising 
air, cooler air outside the curtain 
rushes in, bringing the curtain in 
with it. This is a fairly simple ex- 
planation, but has one major flaw: 
It doesn’t explain why a shower 
curtain is sucked in during a cold 
shower. 

Other scientists believe the 
shower curtain conundrum can 
be explained by Bernoulli’s prin- 
ciple. According to the theory, 
as a fluid — such as water or air 

— moves, the pressure around it 
drops. So in the case of showers, 


_the water rushing from the show- 


er head creates this low-pressure 
areas 


appear to be several dif p 
jeories as to why shower th 


fiid 


Ask a Scientist: The shower curtain controversy 


coming along for the ride. 

“The water stream creates an 
air current and low pressure, 
drawing the curtain toward it,” 
Peter Olson, professor in the de- 
partment of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences, said. “This is an exam- 
ple of the Bernoulli principle in 
aerodynamics.” 

The same principle explains 
how airplanes fly. As the wing 
moves, air is accelerated over the 
curved top surface, causing the 
pressure above the wing to de- 
crease. High pressure air below 
the wing pushes upward, lead- 
ing to lift. 

Another possible explanation 
for shower curtain behavior is 
a lesser known phenomenon 
called the Coanda effect. It is 
the tendency of a stream of fluid 
to be attracted to a nearby sur- 
face. In the case of the attacking 
shower curtain, the roles have 
been switched: The shower cur- 
tain is attracted to the stream of 


the stream of wa- 


f this attraction is 


that the cold-blooded metabo- 
lism of a dinosaur functions in 
the same way and has the same 
energy requirements as the mod- 
ern ectothermic species that were 
used for comparison. There is a 
possibility that a very different 
metabolic process could have al- 
lowed for movement in large di- 
nosaurs. 

Results from the study show 
that only the smallest of the dino- 
saurs examined, Archaeopteryx, 
was capable of having an ecto- 
thermic physiology that could 
fulfill its energy demands for all 
but its fastest speeds. 

There is still much more to 
this debate, with researchers pro- 
ducing findings that support and 
refute both hypotheses. 

“Both cold-blooded and 
warm-blooded hypotheses are 
favored, by different research- 
ers,” Pontzer said. “Recently, 
consensus seems to be shifting 


toward warm-blooded.” 


eral such methods are now being 


| tested in clinical trials, practical 


hurdles still remain. 

Up until now, effective treat- 
ments required high concentra- 
tions of magnetic particles and 
high levels of power to activate 
them. Both could cause harmful 
side effects in patients. 

The new research offers a po- 
tential solution to many of these 
problems. The team studied an 
aggressive brain cancer called 
glioblastoma multiforme. The sur- 
faces of these cancer cells, called 
glioma cells, contain a much 
higher concentration of a protein 
called IL13 than normal cells do. 

The microdiscs, each 60 nm 
wide and 1000 nm in diameter, 
were made of an iron and nickel 
alloy, then coated with a thin gold 
veneer. Gold is both nontoxic to 
living tissues and easy to modify 
with organic molecules. The gold- 
covered microdiscs were then 
coated with antibodies that would 


worked on the study. 

After they activated the micro- 
discs, the researchers noticed that 
most of the cancer cells looked 
like they were undergoing apop- 
tosis, the controlled pathway to- 
wards death that normal cells are 
programmed to follow once they 
reach the end of their useful lives. 

Cancer cells have developed 
mutations that allow them to es- 
cape cell cycle control and apop- 
tosis. Instead of dying when they 
should, they divide and grow con- 
tinuously, forming tumors. 

However, the microdisc-treat- 
ed glioma cells had fragmented 
DNA and nuclei, rounded shapes 
and irregular surface bulges 
(scientific term: blebs), all classic 
signs of cells undergoing apop- 
tosis. 

But the force the microdiscs ex- 
erted could not have caused such 
striking changes in the cells alone. 
In fact, the torque exerted by the 
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Cataract surgery not risky for older patients 


By VIVEK SINANAN 
Staff Writer 


Scientists have been investi- 
gating the link between age-relat- 
ed blindness and surgery used to 
correct cataracts in persons aged 
65 years or older. This is accord- 
ing to research findings of Neil 
Bressler of the Wilmer Eye Insti- 
tute, a division of the Hopkins 


COURTESY OF WWW.EYE2EYEKENT.CO.UK 
Researchers disproved the theory that cataract surgery 
worsened vision for patients who already had AMD. 


School of Medicine, that were 
published in Archives of Ophthal- 
mology earlier this year. 

The development of cataracts 
is known to be the leading cause 
of blindness internationally. A 
cataract, which is characterized 
by an increase in cloudiness of 
the lens through which light en- 
ters the eye, causes blindness in 
176 million people annually, or 
approximately 48 percent of all 
blindness cases worldwide. 

Cataracts are also associated 
with aging, and surgical remov- 
al of the cloudy obstruction is 
the most common and effective 
treatment. 

While cataracts are common 
across all age groups, age-related 


macular degenerations or AMDs 
is the leading cause of blindness 
in persons aged 65 years or older. 
AMD is caused by damage to the 
retina, which is the tissue located 
at the back of the eye. 

At the retina, light rays that en- 
ter the eye are sent to the brain via 
the optical nerve to be interpreted 
as the images we see. In persons 
with AMD, certain images in the 
central area of vision 
appear blurred, and it 
is especially difficult to 
distinguish faces. 

In his paper, Bressler 
investigates the claim 
that cataract surgery 
that is performed in pa- 
tients who have AMD 
causes a progression of 
this condition, thereby 
resulting in blindness, 
which the surgery was 
intended to prevent. 
He also analyzes dif- 
ferences in the relation- 
ship between cataract 
surgery and one type 
of AMD: dry. 

In dry AMD, or cen- 
tral geographic atrophy, the lay- 
ers of tissue associated with the 
retina, especially those that pro- 
vide the retina with its blood sup- 
ply, experience a loss of fluid that 
causes them to separate from each 
other and cease functioning. 

Conversely in wet AMD, or 
neovascular AMD, there is ex- 


between cataract surgery and 
wet and dry AMD formulated 
no definite causation of AMD by 
cataract surgery. In his paper he 
identifies some studies that in- 
dicate that patients with AMDs 
who undergo cataract surgery 
experience a progression of their 
AMD symptoms. 

However, not all studies agree. 
“Some studies have not provided 
support for the hypothesis that 
cataract extraction hastens pro- 
gression of AMD,” Bressler said. 

To test the correlation, Bressler 
conducted a study to determine 
the progression of AMD during a 
one year period following cataract 
surgery in patients with dry AMD 
that was present before surgery 
was performed. 

By analyzing the eyes of 65 pa- 
tients who had dry AMD before 
surgery, Bressler concluded that 
a relationship between cataract 
surgery and dry AMD was insub- 
stantial. “Our follow-up study of 
cataract surgery in eyes with non- 
neovascular AMD identifies a low 
rate of AMD progression during 
the first year after cataract sur- 
gery,” Bressler said. 

Of the eyes analyzed, only 
three, or 4.6 percent, showed any 
significant further development 
of AMD one year after surgery. 
Bressler therefore concluded that 
previous studies that demon- 
strated a causation of AMD pro- 
gression due to cataract surgery 


cess fluid in the eye. This form of could be a result of bias. 

AMD is caused by an abnormally To strengthen his findings, he 
large growth of the blood vessels _ used a control group of 59 patients 
of the retina, which causes leakage who received surgery but did not 
of the blood out of the vessels and have dry AMD before the op- 
into the eye. This flow of blood can _ eration. Of these, none developed 
cause scarring of the retina, which AMD during the one year period 
in turn results in the damage that of observation. A substantial rela- 
eventually leads to blindness. tionship between cataract surgery 


Bressler noted that previous 
research into the relationship 


and wet AMD progression re- 
mains unproven. 


Bs 


Brain aging reversed by social, 


By JEFFREY SIEGEL 
Staff Writer 


Researchers at Hopkins have 
implemented a program, Expe- 
rience Corps, in which retirees 


work as teaching aides in Ba 
more area elementary schoc 


This volunteer work has been 


“We found 
that participat- 
ing in Expe- 
rience Corps 


resulted in im- 
provements in 
cognitive func- 
tioning and this 
was associated 


Iti- 


Is. 


aie 


found to improve brain function 


in the study subjects. 


Individuals of retirement age 
are the fastest-growing sector 
of the American population to- 
day, and most adults will spend 
about a third of their lives in 
retirement. As a result, there is 
a growing interest in studying 
how people may best preserve 
brain function, rather than al- 
lowing it to erode with time and 


aging, 
“Experience 
and places 


Corps 
teams of 


in grades K-3. They work one- 
on-one and in small groups 
with children to improve lit- 
eracy and math skills,” said 
Michelle Carlson, an associate 
professor in the Department of 
Mental Health at the Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public 
Health, who led this neuroim- 
aging study. 

“They are also trained in li- 
brary support, learning the 
Dewey Decimal system, to help 
children identify and locate age- 
appropriate books.” 

Carlson’s basic question was 
whether age-related changes in 
brain activation that occur in late 
adulthood could be reversed by 
an activity intervention. “The 
degree to which the brain could 
change in old age is thought of 
as a measure of ‘plasticity,” Kirk 
Erickson, a co-investigator of the 
study, said. 


trains 
older 
adults into local Baltimore City 
elementary schools to work 15 
hours a week with their teacher 


with signifi- 
cant changes 
in brain activa- 
tion patterns.” 
Carlson _ said. 
“Essentially 
the —_interven- 
tion improved 
brain and cog- 
nitive function 
in these older 
adults.” 

“By _ travel- 
ing to and from 
school each 
day, engaging 
in complex and 
varied teach- 
ing activities 
and ___ problem- 
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solving, and in- 
teracting with 
children, teach- 
ers, and other EC volunteers, vol- 
unteers are becoming physically, 
cognitively and socially active,” 
she said, 

“Each of these types of ac- 
tivities has been associated with 
better cognitive health in later 
life, and reduces risk for demen- 
tia.” 

The retirees involved in the 
study were largely sedentary 
individuals, at risk for demen- 
tia due to the loss of social and 
physical interactions. Unlike 
programs that promoted weekly 
exercise, Experience Corps devel- 
oped social, cognitive and physi- 
cal interactions, rather than just 
physical interactions. Addition- 
ally, the study subjects’ connec- 


physical activity. 


sa Se 


tion to students they were work- 
ing with created extra incentive 
to participate actively. 

The experiment studied eight 
volunteers for Experience Corps 
and nine control subjects, and 
used functional magnetic reso- 
nance imaging to track changes 
in brain function. 

“This technique allows us to 
examine which brain regions 
are becoming ‘active’ while a 
person is doing a task,” Erick- 
son said. 

“For example, if you were do- 
ing a memory test, we could see 
which brain regions you were 
using to do the task. Using this 
technique both before and after 
the older adults were involved 


Diseases in heart and brain linked 


Alzheimer’s and heart disease have similar accumulations of misfolded protein plaques 


By SAM OHMER 
Staff Writer 
Scientists at the Hopkins 


School of Medicine, working 
with colleagues in Canada and 
Italy, have recently uncovered a 
surprising biochemical link be- 
tween Alzheimer’s disease and 
heart failure. 

The link seems to be tied to 
protein abnormalities — specifi- 
cally, abnormal protein folding 
that leads to the aggregation of 
large masses of misfolded pro- 
teins that can interfere in both 
the brain’s and the heart’s nor- 
mal functioning. Alzheimer’s 
and heart failure are not linked 
by causation, but rather by paral- 
lel causes, and this link may help 
scientists to characterize and 
treat similar medical disorders in 
the future. 

It is known that the brains of 
Alzheimer’s sufferers, when ex- 
amined post-mortem, display 
irregular protein tangles and 
plaques called tau tangles and 
beta amyloid plaques. These 
tangles or plaques are formed 
when misfolded proteins clump 
together, and such clumps can 
cause serious damage when they 
interact with, and get stuck in, 
brain tissues. 

The scientific team credited 
with this latest discovery has 
found that, at least in the canine 
model they have studied, heart 
failure can sometimes be caused 
by the same scenario. Protein 


COURTESY OF WWWCMBLBJMLEDU.CN 
Amyloid plaques accumulating in brain tissue contribute to Alzheimer’s disease. 


\ 


plaques form in heart muscle and 
may ultimately play a role in heart 
failure. By surgically engineering 
animals that had malfunctioning 
hearts, the team was able to elicit 
a stress response from the heart 
muscles, a response in which 
protein plaques formed. 

“In both cases (the brain and 
heart, respectively) it takes time 
for these plaques to build up and 
exert their toxic effect,” said Gi- 
ulio Agnetti of Hopkins’ Heart 
and Vascular Institute and the 
National Institute for Cardiovas- 
cular Research at the University 
of Bologna in Italy, “It’s a slow, 
chronic process in both cases. 
Due to these analogies, I started 
thinking that something similar 
to what's going on in Alzheimer’s 
disease could also be occurring 
in the heart.” 

Previous research had found 
that a protein called desmin 
formed plaques in genetically 
engineered mice hearts. David 
March of Hopkins and his team 
found that desmin also begins to 
form toxic plaques in the hearts 
of dogs whose hearts do not beat 
regularly. The desmin plaques 
are thought to be analogues of 
amyloid plaques found in the 
brains of Alzheimer’s patients. 

Desmin plaques seem to ag- 
gregate and play a toxic role, 
perhaps exacerbating the origi- 
nal stress that had been inflicted 
on the heart itself. Interestingly, 
when the dogs’ hearts underwent 
surgery, the toxic desmin plaques 


began to dissipate, the hearts be- 
gan pumping normally, and the 
irregular protein folding was no 
longer observed. 

The irregular form of the des- 
min protein seems to arise as a 
result of high levels of stress in- 
flicted upon the heart muscles — 
for example, when the heart beats 
irregularly or weakly. When the 
stress is relieved, so are the toxic 
and potentially lethal effects of 
the desmin plaques. 

Though surgical engineering 
of malfunctioning hearts is very 
different from in vivo genetically 
malfunctioning ones, being able 
to treat and alleviate the adverse 
effects of desmin plaque forma- 
tion may well prove invaluable 
in scientists’ understanding of 
not only heart failure, but also of 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

March’s team noticed one es- 
pecially important feature of the 
malfunctioning desmin proteins 
in dogs’ hearts: These proteins 
display only three different struc- 
tural changes, but these changes 
(specifically, an atypical phos- 
phorylation pattern) are large 
enough to cause the amyloid-like 
plaques to form within the heart 
cells, 

The plaques form in muscle tis- 
sues that serve an organizational 
role within the heart, meaning 
that when they go awry, so do 
the other heart proteins that rely 
on the desmin scaffolding for 
proper positioning, placement 
and performance. 

Understanding how the des- 
min works to exacerbate heart 
failure is an important step in 
combating the devastating ef- 
fects of heart failure. Instead of 
just treating the symptoms of 
heart failure, scientists and doc- 
tors may now be able to move 
towards treating the actual bio- 
chemical cause of heart failure. 

Indeed, the Hopkins team has 

already identified similar plaques 
within the hearts of human pa- 
tients suffering from heart fail- 
ure. By understanding desmin 
plaques in mice and in dogs, and 
their associated treatments, sci- 
entists may one day better un- 
derstand Alzheimer’s amyloid 
plaques and ways to treat them or 
address their toxic and damaging 
effects. This is great news for the 
millions of Americans and oth- 
ers around the world who suffer 
or die each year from these two 
diseases. 


= a » 
COURTESY OF WWWGREATERHOMEWOOD.ORG 
Retirees in Experience Corps, who worked with grade-school children, had improved cognitive function. 


with Experience Corps for six 
months allowed us to see how 
it changed the pattern of brain 
activity.” 

“These results are promising 
in that they suggest that what 
was typically thought of as inevi- 
table decline in old age might be 
reversible. The next steps will be 
to determine the extent to which 
these cognitive and brain deficits 
can be reversed and the types of 
interventions that are the most 
effective,” Erickson said. 

As it happens, this type of re- 
search is already underway. 

“We are extending these find- 
ings from a small matched case- 
control study to a more defini- 
tive randomized controlled trial 
of 120 men and women nested 
within the larger Baltimore Expe- 


| rience Corps Trial,” Carlson said. 


This study will run for a longer 
duration to see if prolonged work 
with Experience Corps might 
have a more pronounced effect... 

This study was supported 
by The Hopkins Pepper Center 


| and the larger randomized trial 


is being conducted in collabora- 
tion with the Greater Homewood 
Community Corporation and is 
supported by the National In- 
stitute on Aging, a Faculty In- 
novation grant from the Hop- 
kins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health, and the Neurobehavioral 
Research Unit at the Kennedy 
Krieger Institute. 
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Low vitamin D decreases sex 
hormones, raises disease risk 


By ALICE HUNG 


For the News-Letter 


A Hopkins research team led 
by Erin Michos recently found 
conclusive evidence indicating 
the strong relationship between 
vitamin D deficiency, low estro- 
gen level and increased risk of 
cardiovascular and bone diseas- 
es in males. 

Vitamin D is a_ fat-soluble 
substance found naturally in 
foods such as fatty fish, eggs and 
milk. It can also be produced by 
the body through exposure to 
sunlight. Today, vitamin D can 
even be found in vitamin supple- 
ments. 

This nutrient is essential in 
aiding the body’s absorption of 
calcium, reducing inflammation 
and improving other immunity 
functions. Blood levels of vita- 
min D below 20 nanograms per 
milliliter are considered un- 
healthy. 

Previous studies have shown 
that deficits in vitamin D and 
low levels of estrogen both in- 
crease risk of osteoporosis and 
heart diseases. Recent find- 
ings indicate the presence of 
a direct link between vitamin 
D concentrations and estrogen 
levels. 

It has long been known that 
cholesterol levels in blood af- 
fect bone and arterial health. 
Interestingly, vitamin D, es- 
trogen and testosterone are all 
produced from cholesterol as 
a precursor. This fact led sci- 
entists to investigate the direct 


relationship between vitamin D 
and sex hormones. 

In a subset of a study de- 
signed to determine the effect 
of vitamin D level on risk of 
diseases, blood samples from 
a group of men were analyzed. 
Both estrogen and testosterone 
concentrations were measured. 
These sex hormones can either 
be unattached, and thus free- 
circulating, or attached to a pro- 
tein called sex hormone binding 
globulin (SHBG). 

At first, low testosterone and 
estrogen levels seemed to be 
independent of vitamin D de- 
ficiency, although low sex hor- 
mone concentrations did point 
to increased rates of osteopenia 
— the early stage of osteoporosis 
— heart diseases and high blood 
pressure in men. 

When estrogen to SHBG ra- 
tios were compared however, 
rates of heart and bone diseases 
both increased when both estro- 
gen and vitamin D decreased. 
Every unit decrease of estrogen 
to SHBG ratios caused an 89 per- 
cent increase in bone disease in 
men deficient in vitamin D, and 
only a 64 percent increase in 
men with healthy levels of vita- 
min D. 

Michos plans on extending 
the study towards women in 
her future research. She also 
mentions clinical trials test- 
ing whether or not vitamin D 
supplements can prevent deaths 
caused by various cardiovascu- 
lar diseases, such as strokes and 
heart attacks. 
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Insufficient vitamin D can negatively affect 


COURTESY OF WWWSEASONALAFFECTIVEDISORDERLIGHT. COM 


mental, cardiovascular and bone health. 


ron and zinc supplements alleviate malnutrition 


By BARBARA HA 
Staff Writer 


In developing countries such 
as Bangladesh, micronutrient 
deficiency, especially among 
children, presents a concerning 
health issue to both domestic and 
international health officials. In 
particular, many children lack 
sufficient supplies of iron and 
zinc in their diets. Iron is known 
to have significant effects in de- 
creasing anemia and _ psycho- 
motor activity, while zinc helps 
to both reduce child morbid- 
ity and mortality from diarrhea 
and pneumonia and to improve 


there is often a lot of attention 
given to HIV/AIDS, which is def- 
initely a serious issue, but I think 
we sometimes forget about the 
chronic issues of malnutrition 
which are harder to quantify and 
thus may get less time in the lime- 
light,” Stephanie Chang, a physi- 
cian at the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality and a lead 
investigator in this study, said. 

A randomized group of ap- 
proximately 1,000 children aged 
six to 18 months were studied 
over a period of six months. They 
were each given one of five dif- 
ferent intervention regimens con- 
taining a placebo, only iron, only 


growth. zinc, iron and 
In an effort to zinc combined 
efficiently deliv- We sometimes forget or iron and zine 
er both of these : separately. 
supplements about the chronic Thedatawere 
PD SUE tae ssnesot malnutrition “lected by 


est number of 
children, health 
specialists and 
nutritionists 
have frequent- 
ly distributed 
these two sup- 
plements _to- 
gether; howev- 
er, these attempts have sometimes 
resulted in negative outcomes be- 
cause of detrimental interactions 
between the two nutrients. 

' Recently, a group of research- 
ers at the Hopkins Medical In- 
stitutions, in collaboration with 
the Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health and the Inter- 
national Center for Diarrhoeal 
Disease Research in Bangladesh, 
have carried out a study in a rural 
Bangladeshi population to further 


quantify. 


study the effectiveness of various ~ 


iron and zinc supplement delivery 
methods to improve diarrhea and 
anemia among the children of the 
population. 

“I was interested in the topic 
because, in international health, 


which are harder to 


—STEPHANIE CHANG, 
LEAD RESEARCHER 


trained village 
health workers, 
or VHWs, who 
were _super- 
vised by four 
trained individ- 
uals with earlier 
research experi- 
ence and at least 
12 years of school. Survey methods 
and blood samples were drawn 
from the participants periodically 
throughout the study period. 

As shown by this study, 
whether administered separately 
or together, these supplements 
are crucial in order for a child 
to maintain a healthy diet. The 
main results of this study had to 
do with the relationship between 
iron and zinc supplements and 
diarrhea. 

Zinc alone did not show any 
strong correlation with diarrhea 
incidence, prevalence, or dura- 
tion, but iron alone increased 
diarrhea prevalence. Combined 
zine and iron reduced diarrhea, 
including bloody diarrhea, inci- 


dence and prevalence when com- 
pared to iron alone. 

In other words, iron alone 
was found to increase diarrhea, 
but these harmful effects were 
alleviated by adding zinc, either 
separately or combined. Other 
outcomes that were noted, partic- 
ularly anemia, also showed im- 
provement from only iron alone 
and also with a combination of 
iron and zinc. 

Because of the benefits and 
risks of iron and zinc supplemen- 
tation, policy makers in develop- 
ing countries have encountered 
increased difficulty in assigning 
the most cost-effective and saf- 
est regimens for their constituent 
populations, 

For example, vomiting, a fur- 
ther cause of dehydration in ad- 
dition to diarrhea, is a widely 
observed side effect of combined 
delivery of iron and zinc tablets. 

Also, the correlation between 
diarrhea and iron and zinc sup- 
plementation, as in other studies, 
suffers from the possible influence 

of other confounding factors such 
as improved nutrition and health 
over time due to other causes, 
such as better food, shelter, sani- 
tation or other living conditions. 

“We need to look at both the 
benefits and harms of giving any 
intervention and to consider the 
context that the intervention will 
actually be used in order for re- 
search to be helpful,” Chang said. 

“It’s important to consider 
how much these findings apply 
to other populations. Our study 
was conducted in a non-malarial 
population, non-HIV population, 
but with some baseline degree 
of malnutrition. When looking 
more closely at the data, there is 
some suggestion that a combined 
supplement may not work as well 
in stunted children (short for age) 
and this is an area for future re- 
search.” 
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Google Wave rocks the e-mail boat a 


S described by 

Lars Rasmussen, 

Google’s software 

engineering man- 
' ager, Google Wave 
is what e-mail would look like if 
it was invented today, since the 
version of e-mail that we current- 
ly use is over 40 years old. 

Ever send an e-mail out toa few 
friends, and they “reply-all” about 
some of the points that you talked 
about, and then someone forgets 
to “reply-all” somewhere down 
the line, and that gets forwarded 
back to the group, and by the time 
you get to it, the subject line starts 
with “Re:Fwd:Re:Re:Fwd:” and 
the message itself has become a 
beastly creature that has sprouted 
arms and legs? Wave seeks to re- 
solve that and then some. 


So what is Google Wave? 
Google Wave is a real-time 


Gor gle v 


platform for Web communica- 
tion. It brings together e-mail, 
instant messaging and a splash 
of Google Docs. In a “wave,” 
Google’s version of an e-mail 
message, you can even embed 
things like videos, maps and 
polls. It’s all the things you’ve 
felt that e-mail lacked and more, 
so much more that things can get 
a bit tangled. 


So why should 
use yet anoth- 
er Web app? 
This 
question 
many 


is a 
that 
will 

ask, and they are right to do so. 

Google has put out a fairly con- 

sistent stream of various appli- 

cations, including Gmail, Docs, 

Calendar, Reader and Maps to 

name a few of the more popular 

ones. At present, there are many 
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Google Wave is a reinvention of e-mail, bringing together many forms of communication. 


Scientists develop method to 
destroy cancer with magnets 


MICRODISCS, From B7 
microdiscs was less than one tenth 
of the torque needed even to break 
the outer membrane. It was clear 
that the surface disruptions that 
the discs created were activating 
a signaling pathway inside the 
cell that led to apoptosis. 

The researchers found that 
microdisc-treated cells had much 
higher concentrations of calcium 
than usual. Calcium plays a major 
role in many cell pathways and is 
known to bea key signaling mol- 
ecule in apoptotic pathways. 

Previous studies have shown 
that minor cell membrane distur- 


One. key advancement in the | 


team’s research was that a rela- 
tively low frequency and short 
treatment time was enough to 
kill most cancer cells. The relative 
mildness of the treatment may 
help decrease side effects in vivo. 
“Using the unique ‘soft’ mag- 
netic material allows application 
of a low-frequency field . . . for 
only ten minutes, [which] was suf- 
ficient to achieve approximately 
90 percent cancer cell destruction 
in vitro,” Rozhkova said. “This is 
10 to 100,000 times weaker mag- 
netic field that it is used for super- 
paramagnetic particles.” 


_—_——__. 


Tech Talk 


bances can raise calcium levels. It 
is likely that the mechanical stimu- 
lus provided by the microdiscs is 
amplified as a chemical signal in- 
side the cell, leading to apoptosis. 


Although these findings offer a 
promising new way that nanotech- 
nology can be used to treat cancer, 
more work needs to be done before 
clinical trials can begin. 


Tue JouNs Hopkins News-Lerrer 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


who are happy with the setup 
that they have going, and they 
will wonder, “Why fix something 
that is not broken?” 

I see great potential in this prod- 
uct. Google will be releasing the 
bulk of the code in open-source. 
That means a company can have 


an internal Wave, where none of | 


the data ever leaves the server clos- 


et, giving Wave | 


an enterprise 
opportunity. 
Google 
also 
up the 
form to having 


Guo 


is 


opening, | 
plat- | 


all manner of | 


Applications and Extensions, in a 
similar way that Google has Gad- 
gets for its homepage. 


What other cool features are 
there? 

When I say real-time, | mean 
it. Those that you ‘share’ a wave 
with can see you typing your 
messages in real time, even as 
you're making typos and edits. 
They can go in your wave and 


edit content, highlighting and | 


Fly eyes used as models for robotic vision 


bolding as they wish. Of course, 
you added them to your wave 
in the first place, so choose your 
friends wisely. 

An interesting and useful 
feature called playback is built 
into Wave. It allows you to, well, 
‘play back’ the conversation in 
real-time or sped up. This way 
if you're really confused as to 


where a certain reply comes in, | 


you can just ‘rewind’ and see 
for yourself. This eliminates the 
need to add to the confusion by 
hitting ‘reply-all’ to ask who said 
what and when. 


Attachments are a thing of the | 
fields for miniature flying robots, 


past. Drag-and-drop file sharing 
allows anyone to drop a file in 
and your file is shared. It’s really 
that easy. 


So where do I sign up? 


Yes, Google Wave is ambi- | 


tious, and yes it is coming. Unfor- 
tunately, it’s also in a ‘preview’ 
stage. Google has given out over 
100,000 invitations by the last 
count, and those users received 
invites to give out. 

However, users invited by 
other users don’t always receive 
further invites to keep handing 
down. So it’s very much limited, 
and there are more than enough 
folks clamoring for a spot. 


Check out http://wave.google. | 


com to learn more and check out 
the videos that Google has posted 
about Wave. Wave has certainly 
pushed the boundaries of inter- 
net communication, and in the 
coming months expect to hear 
more about Google Wave. Is this 
the beginning of a new wave? 
Google would certainly like you 
to think so. 
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Researchers modeled equations for robotic vision, used in flying robots and navigation systems, after the compound eyes of flies. 


By KATHERINE TAN 


| Staff Writer 


Sometimes you do not have 
to understand what you see; you 
just need to derive patterns from 
nature. 

Russell Brinkworth and Da- 
vid O’Carroll, both researchers 
from the University of Adelaide, 


| Australia, observed the brain cell 


activity for fly eyesight. Incorpo- 
rating computation from the raw 
vision data, they created vision 


such as battlefield drones, search- 
and-rescue robots, automobile 
navigation systems and other 
systems, where computational 
power is especially important. 

By keeping the investiga- 
tion to small creatures such as 
the fly, which has relatively few 
optic neurons, researchers have 
been able to work on a smaller 
scale. Then, using equations and 
algorithms which represent the 
movements of objects in the vi- 
sual field, they were able to create 
larger scale models. 

These models for motion de- 
tection are based on elements 
thought to be present in biological 
systems, showing that accurate 
detection of large-scale motion 
can be achieved using a low-reso- 
lution system based on relatively 
simple mathematical operations. 

O/Carroll and other research- 
ers have been studying the sight 
circuits of flies. In a research pa- 
per published in the Public Li- 
brary of Science Computational 
Biology, O’Carroll and Brink- 


worth described the techniques 
they used for the investigation, 
using a digital camera to capture 
images for use as stimuli. 

A series of five equations was 
then used to run the data from the 
cameras. The researchers derived 


same as they do for fly vision. 
As O/Carroll and Brinkworth 
wrote in their conclusion, the 
non-linear elements interacted to 
produce an estimate of angular 
velocity that was independent of 
the scene it was viewing. 


the equations Moreover, 
based on _ the the performance 
tricks used by fly Tt doesn’t necessarily of the system 
circuits to handle 2 as a whole was 


changing levels lead us to a complete greater than 
of light intensity, : the simple addi- 
eee sided understanding -.. but tion of the indi- 
and contrastand to an appreciation that vidual compo- 
movement de- bh a nents taken in 
tection and ad- nature got it right. isolation. These 
aptation. Bo. , results baffled 

These __vari- David O'CaRROLL, the researchers. 
ables were in- RESEARCHER Nevertheless, 
tegrated and their findings 
processed into still showed a 
comprehensive strong correla- 


movements. This algorithm em- 
phasizes large-scale patterns of 
change, working a bit like video- 
compression systems that ignore 
areas that don’t change in color, 
hence giving a clearer global pic- 
ture of what is actually happen- 
ing. 

O’Carroll and Brinkworth then 
increased the resolution of the 
images, and analyzed them with 
a similar program which might 
function in a robot. They then 
compared the results to the inputs. 
Strikingly, they found out that the 
same pattern functioned in a range 
of natural lighting conditions. 

However, the researchers do 
not know why the same algo- 
rithms, when put together in 
other contexts, still function the 


tion between the fly vision model 
and the computational principles, 

This relatively cheap and 
simple model has opened paths 
to further research. “It’s amaz- 
ing work,” said Sean Humbert, 
a University of Maryland aero- 
space engineer, who had used 
O’Carroll’s previous algorithms 
to build tiny autonomous robots. 
If the strong correlations were 
true, millions of dollars other- 
wise spent on large scale model- 
ing could be saved. 

“That's one of the fascinating 
things here,” O’Carroll said in an 
interview with Wired Science. “It 
doesn’t necessarily lead us to a 
complete understanding of how 
the system works, but to an appre- 
ciation that nature got it right.” 


Scientists create 
an optical black 
hole using 
metamaterials 


Two researchers in China have 
fabricated a black hole capable of 
absorbing light. 

Black holes, theorized by Al- 
bert Einstein in his theory of gen- 
eral relativity, are areas in space 
with such high gravitational 
fields that they absorb everything 
near them — both particles and 
waves, such as electromagnetic 
radiation and matter. 

While they are not capable of 
dragging matter toward their 
centers, the optical black holes 
created here are comprised of 60 
concentric layers of metamateri- 
als. 

Metamaterials are materials 
that, due to their composition 
and the orientation of their mol- 
ecules, can bend light around 

themselves and are used in cloak- 
ing devices. 

Here the layers prevent mi- 
crowave radiation, a form of 
electromagnetic radiation, from 
escaping. The black hole can also 
absorb radiation at other frequen- 

cies. “apt 

One potential application of 
this new technology is in solar 
energy panels, which could ab- 
sorb as much light from the sun 
as possible. The more light ab- 
sorbed by solar panels, the more 
can be converted into usable elec- 


tricity. 
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NASA discovers 
black hole collision 
from 400 million 
years ago 


What happens when two black 
holes collide? You get an even 
bigger black hole. The galaxy 
NGC6240 was known to be the 
product of the collision of two 
older galaxies, but the nature of 
their center was previously un- 
known. The stars in this “star- 
burst galaxy” are still evolving at 
an extremely rapid rate. 

Past studies have found that 
the center was a source of X-rays, 
but a number of different images 
were not conclusive in deter- 


Briefs in Physics and Astronomy 
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Two black holes are moving toward each other in the center of galaxy NGC6240. 


mining their exact cause. A new 
image from NASA‘s Chandra X- 
Ray Observatory, however, has 
shown that there are two distinct 
sources of the radiation. 

The image also found high- 
energy photons and fluorescent 
iron atoms in the gas at the cen- 
ter which are indicative of a black 
hole. 

Current measurements in- 
dicate that the two black holes 
are now about 3,000 light years 
apart, but the collision has prob- 
ably already happened because 
of the distance between this 
galaxy and Earth and the time 
it takes for this information to 
be observed on Earth. Any ob- 
servation of the merger will be 
made in the next few hundred 
million years. 

This binary black hole system 
proves the theory that black holes 


merge within galaxies to form 
ever-larger black holes. 


CERN's Large 
Hadron Collider 
sets world record 


The Large Hadron Collider 
at CERN, the European Orga- 
nization for Nuclear Research, 
successfully collided two beams 
of protons for the first time last 
Monday, becoming the world’s 
highest energy particle accelera- 
tor. 

After numerous setbacks and 
delays, beams were run in each 
of the rings, allowing for syn- 
chronization of the beams and 
therefore collisions. At an ener- 
gy of 1.18 x 1012 electron volts, 
the LHC beat the record held 
previously by the U.S. Fermi Na- 
tional Accelerator Laboratory’s 
Tevatron collider, at 0.98 x 1012 
electron volts. 

The beams can cross at two 
points along the ring. At each col- 
lision point, a shower of particles 
is created. When protons hit at 
such high energies, they create 
many particles with a greater 
total mass than that of the two 
protons due to Einstein’s famous 
mass-energy equivalency (E = 
mc2). Observing and classifica- 
tion of these particles can lead to 
new discoveries as to what par- 
ticles comprise protons and neu- 
trons, in addition to their proper- 
ties. 


Eventually, the LHC will use 
higher energy beams with heavi- 


er elements (such as lead), allow- 
ing for more diverse particles to 
be created. The LHC should be 
running at its peak by Christmas, 
having provided adequate data 
for calibration. 


Findings from 

lunar collision 

mission report 
presence of water 


After much speculation and 
skepticism, scientists have ob- 
tained conclusive evidence that 
the moon contains water. 

Data from NASA’s_ Lunar 
Crater Observation and Sens- 
ing Satellite (LCROSS) mission 
in October has now provided 
evidence of water in the surface 
of the moon. Last 
month, NASA 
shot a rocket into 
the Cabeus crater, 
hoping that water 
could be found in 
the aftermath of 
the collision. 

No debris 
plume was initial- 
ly seen, but after 
extensive study, 
traces of vapor 
were __ observed. 
The surface at 
the impact site 
had not been dis- 
turbed for billions 
of years before 
this mission. 

A two-part 


plume was in fact created — a 
high angle plume containing dust 
and water vapor, and a lower angle 
plume containing more massive 
debris. When the vapor was hit 
by sunlight, some molecules were 
broken into hydroxyl, a pair of 
oxygen and hydrogen atoms, and 
hydrogen ions. 

Using spectrometry, which 
uses light to measure the chemi- 
cal composition of a sample, sci- 
entists compared the signature 
for hydroxyl to the impact data. 

After ruling out any effects 
from the rocket itself and any 
combination of other molecular 
traces, the data pointed to wa- 
ter vapor. Lunar water could be 
useful in future manned mis- 
sions not only as drinking water, 
but it could also be converted 
to breathable oxygen or rocket 
fuel. 


— All briefs by Dan Cadel 
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the equestrian team 


HORSES, From Al 
Though Mimi Gu had ridden 
with friends in high school, she 
never had any formal experience 
before joining the club. 

“It's really refreshing to get off 
campus and sort of be away from 
everything,” the freshman said. 
“The farm is really pretty and the 
horses are so nice.” 

Beginners are guided by those 
with more experience, including 
sophomore Maxi Gumprecht, an 
award-wining rider and former 
News-Letter Athlete of the Week. 
Beginners are monitored, but more 
experienced riders like Gumprecht 
are allowed go out on their own. 

Safety has been a priority for 
both the group members and Hop- 
kins administrators. Though they 
were ultimately approved by the 
Student Government Association, 
there were some concerns. 

“We are currently having con- 
versations with various University 
risk and legal officers on the opera- 
tions of this organization. There 
are still a number of questions that 
need to be addressed,” Director of 

Student Involvement Jason Heiser- 
man said. 

Riders are required to sign a 


how to put on the tack and how 
to clean up after it.” 

The horses are boarded in a pri- 
vately owned farm out in Parkton, 
Md. Riders pile into ZipCars for 


the 30-minute drive. The distance | 
has been a downside for Jabbour, | 
but she appreciated that the facili- | 
ties have covered arenas, making it | 
easier to practice through the win- | 


ter as they prepare to hopefully 
begin competing as a team. 
Though Director of Athletics 
and Recreation Tom Calder had 
not been approached about creat- 
ing a competitive equestrian team, 
he questioned whether Hopkins 
could provide financial support. 


“Based on the state of the cur- | 


rent US economy and how it has 
affected the University, the in- 
troduction of any new program 


or team in athletics or recreation | 


is going to be looked at over the 
next several years with start up 
and annual costs as two of the 
major considerations,” he said. 


But if things work out, the | 


team would likely compete in the 
Intercollegiate Horse Show As- 
sociation (IHSA). According to 
Gumprecht, their events would 
include both flatwork and jump- 

ing, but only on the 


hunt seat style sad- 
dle. 

Stasinopolous said 
she would welcome 
the opportunity to 
compete. 

“T don’t know if I’m 
good enough, but it 
would be a lot of fun. 
It’s a good way to get 
better, improve your 
technique and look 
better when you are 
riding,” she said. 

Gu also said she 
would consider com- 
peting, though she 
too had questioned 


COURTESY OF TOTALPROSPORTS.COM 
Equestrian is a sport that requires patience and poise. 


series of waivers removing Hop- 
kins from liability. “People have 
to agree to the fact that they are 
taking a risk,” Jabbour said. 


her skill level. “They 
assured us that there 
are competitions for all 
skill levels. I think it would be re- 
ally exciting,” she said. 

The team would be pitted 
against riders from schools such 


“They really have taken a lot of 
precautions,” Stasinopolous said. 
“There’s always someone super- 
vising . . . If a horse isn’t paying 
attention, they will jump on and 
show them who's boss.” 

The cost of a riding session 
is $25. Gu, who has gone riding 
twice this semester, said the cost 
was “kind of pricey.” 

Sophomore Marilyn Stasino- 
polous has only made it out to 
the barn once this semester, but 
for her it was more of an issue of 
finding the time than financial 
difficulties. 

“The price is reasonable. For 
people who don’t have a lot of 
experience with riding, the cost 
can seem like a lot, but it’s pretty 
inexpensive,” she said. 

Riders can also work in the 
barn for three hours to pay for 
one hour of riding. Stasinopolous 
felt this was a good opportunity 
for newer riders. 

“You get more accustomed to 
being around the horses so when 
you're riding you are not as ner- 
vous,” she said. 

Gu enjoyed learning more 
about the care and keeping of 
horses. “They teach you a lot 
about how to care for the horse. 
It’s not just about getting on and 
riding. You walk the horse, learn 


as Towson, Goucher and the Uni- 
versity of Maryland. 

“We would definitely sup- 
port Hopkins’ decision to create 
a team,” University of Maryland 
Equestrian Team Vice President 
Arielle Bluestein said. 

“Tt will take time to build a 
team, but you can be very com- 
petitive with a small number of 
students due to the fact that there 
are a limited number of spots 
available in each division at each 
horse show,” she said. 

Each school can only provide 
14 riders per competition. In IHSA 
events, riders are randomly as- 
signed horses provided by the host- 
ing team right before competition. 

“Sometimes you get horses that 
will know exactly what to do, and 
other times you will get a difficult 
horse. It’s just luck of the draw, to 
say the least,” Bluestein said. 

If Hopkins makes it to the IHSA, 
they will face their strongest com- 
petition from Goucher and Mary 
Washington. “They both have very 
strong teams and practice every 
day which gives them a big advan- 
tage,” Bluestein said. 

Though Jabbour hoped that 
the team could start competing 
next school year, “at this point 
our goal is to just take people out 
to the barn and ride.” 
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| By CECILIA FURLONG 
Stat? Writer 


A week after shocking unde- 
feated Hampden-Sydney 23-7 
| on the road for the program’s 
first NCAA tournament win, the 
Jays did just enough to squeeze 
by Thomas More, winning, 31-29 
courtesy of a 43 yard field goal 
from junior Alex Lachman as 
time expired. 

The Jays handed the previous- 
ly undefeated Saints, from Crest- 
view Hills, Kentucky, their first 
loss of the season, while the Jays 
continue their magical run in the 
Stagg Bowl. 

“The Hampden-Sydney win was 
the first time a Hopkins football 
team made it out of the first round,” 
| Junior Alex Lachman stated. 
| “The momentum from the 
Hampden-Sydney game defi- 
nitely carried over to the Thomas 
More game. We were very happy 
winning the first round game, 
| but we weren't satisfied with just 
one win. We knew we were go- 
ing to play a very good team in 
Thomas More, but everyone was 
really excited for the chance to go 
to Kentucky and play them.” 

On the road for the second 
straight week, the Jays came out 
firing from the beginning, torch- 
ing the Saints for 21 points in the 
first half. 

Sophomore backup quarter- 
back Tyler Porco put the Jays on 
the board first as he executed a 
| play-action fake, connecting with 
Junior Dan Crowley for a 63- 
yard touchdown pass. The Saints 
would respond later in the quar- 
ter after picking off sophomore 
quarterback Hewitt Tomlin’s 
pass, bringing the return into the 
| Jays red zone. The Jays defense, 
however, would hold the Saints 
| to only a field goal on the drive, 
preserving the lead at 7-3 going 
into the second quarter. 

Midway through the sec- 
ond, the Jays forced a Thomas 
More turnover, with senior Co- 
lin Wixted recovering the ball at 
the Saints two-yard line. Tom- 
lin found junior tight end Brian 
Hopkins in the end zone on the 
next play, giving the Jays a 14-3 
lead. 

The Jays broke up Thomas 
More's following possession, as 
senior Devin Hewlett came up 
with Hopkins second straight in- 
terception. Starting at their own 
19-yard line, senior running back 
Andrew Kase carried the ball 36 
yards on two plays to bring the 
Jays within the Saints half. Fol- 
lowing four completions by Tom- 
lin, Kase carried the ball one yard 
for his 50th career touchdown 
and a dominating 21-3 halftime 
lead over the unbeaten Saints. 

“Our coaches emphasize com- 
ing out strong,” Tomlin said. “We 
planned to come out big on this 
team because undefeated teams 
aren't used to being down and 
we wanted to send them a big 
message.” 

The second half proved to be 
another story, however, as the 
Saints grabbed all the momen- 
tum. With two touchdowns in 
less than three minutes midway 
through the third, the Saints put 
themselves back in the game, cut- 
ting the deficit to 21-17. 

The Jays, however, would re- 
spond on the next play as Tomlin’s 
28-yard fourth down conversion 
to junior D.J. Hartigan would set 
up Kase’s second rushing touch- 
down of the game, giving the 
Jays back their double digit lead 


at 28-17 entering the fourth. 


M. soccer finishes season with overtime loss 


M. Soccer, From B12 
few times the Falcons tried put- 
ting together an attack, they were 
quickly dealt with by a defense 
that was playing in top form. 

On another offensive drive, 
the Jays put enough pressure 
on their opponents to force an 
own goal in the 22nd minute. 
The score now 2-0 led to some 
high hopes of making it into the 
next round of the tournament. 

Going into halftime, it ap- 
peared as though the Jays were 
going to continue controlling 
the game, but the defending na- 
tional champions thought oth- 
erwise. 

Early in the second half, the 
Falcons established themselves 
as a threat with a score in the 
47th minute. Messiah’s Joshua 

Wood headed a corner kick from 
teammate Geoff Pezon into the 
corner of the net, just out of se- 
nior goalie Ravi Gill's reach. The 
Messiah fans erupted with fiery 
cheers, breaking their cold si- 


~ 


lence from before. 

The momentum shifted in the 
second half. The Jays began play- 
ing very defensively, not attack- 
ing as they did in the first half. 
In the 77th minute, the Falcons 
scored on a moment of confusion. 
The ball went in on a throw-in 
and the Blue Jays claimed that it 
was not touched by anyone from 
either team, therefore not mak- 
ing the ball in play. 

However, the referee ruled the 
play an own goal, saying that one 
of the Hopkins players touched 
the ball to validate the goal. Gill 
ran halfway up the field to con- 
test the call but the official ended 
up giving him a yellow card. 

The 2-2 score sent the game 
into golden goal overtime. Ten- 
sions were high as the game was 
so evenly matched throughout 
regulation time. In the 94th 
minute, the game seemed to be 

determined when junior Evan 
Kleinberg took a shot at the end 
of a break away that bounced 


off and over the sliding, out- 
stretched goalie. The ball was 
on its way over the goal line 
but at the last possible second, 
a Messiah defender cleared it to 
safety. 

In the second overtime, a Mes- 
siah attacker was fouled just out- 
side the box in the 106th minute. 
Then, in dramatic fashion, Messi- 
ah’s Nick Thompson swerved his 
shot around the wall and into the 
back of the net to send the Fal- 
cons into the next round of the 
NCAA Tournament. 

After a disappointing sea- 
son-ending loss, the Jays look 
forward to next season in hopes 
of advancing further in the post- 
season. 

“We have a solid group of re- 
turners. Everyone seems moti- 
vated to learn from the mistakes 
we've made,” sophomore Drew 
Holland said. 

“We won't be satisfied unless 
we win a national champion- 
ship.” 
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Horsing around with Football continues magical run with 31-29 win 
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Sophomore quarterback Hewitt Tomlin looks around the field for an open teammate, ready to make a pass. 


“We have been considered 
the underdog a lot this season,” 
Lachman said. “I think the un- 
derdog title motivates us even 
more because we want to prove 
to everyone how good we really 
are. The team has adopted the 
slogan of “shock the world” for 
the playoffs.” 

The Jays would need this 
mental toughness, as the Saints 
scored two unanswered touch- 
downs, taking their first lead of 
the game at 29-28 with less than 
a minute left in regulation. The 
Saints two attempts at two point 
conversions failed, leaving the 
door open for an improbable fin- 
ish from the Jays. 

Getting the ball with 51 sec- 
onds on the clock at their own 
30-yard line, Tomlin directed 
the Jays down the field, reaching 
Thomas More's 40-yard line with 
five seconds left on the clock. 
Head coach Jim Margraff elected 
to run one more play, and Tom- 
lin hit Tucker Michels for a nine- 
yard out, leaving only one second 
on the clock.) a 

“Coach Margraff made a cru- 
cial decision in running another 
play with five seconds left,” Lach- 
man said. “Tucker made a great 


catch and was able to step out of 
bounds with 1 second left. Dur- 
ing the last few seconds I knew 
I was going to have a chance to 
attempt a long field goal. I was 
extremely calm while I was jog- 
ging out onto the field. Looking 
back on it, I believe that I have 
never been more calm attempt- 
ing a kick. As soon as I kicked it, 
I knew it was good.” 

As Lachman’s 43-yard field 
goal soared through the uprights, 
sealing the game for Hopkins 31- 
29, the Jays began to celebrate an- 
other improbable victory, as they 
stunned their second undefeated 
opponent in as many weeks. 

“Our team actually enjoys play- 
ing on the road,” Tomlin said. “We 
like the idea of being able to beat 
opposing teams in their house. 
When teams are undefeated it’s a 
good feeling to be able to be their 
first loss and we enjoy having 
those big challenges, it makes the 
win that much better.” 

The Jays will look to continue 
their success on the road as they 
travel to Dover, Delaware this 
weekend for a semifinal game 
against host and _ third-ranked 
Wesley. 


the chance to play a great team 
like Wesley,” Lachman said. “We 
know that we are going to have 
to play a very good game to beat 
them. I think the team needs to 
maintain the “shock the world” 
mindset. We have to go to Wes- 
ley just as confident as we did 
against Hampden-Sydney and 
Thomas More.” 

Kickoff is set for 12 p.m. as the 
Jays look to knock off an unde- 
feated team for a third straight 
week. A win would put the Jays 
in the national semi-finals, and a 
win in that game would get Hop- 
kins on ESPN2. 


|. Wesley 
2. Albright 


3. Delaware Valley 
4. Johns Hopkins 

5. Thomas More 

6. Montclair State 

7. Washington & Jeff. 


“The team is really excited for 


Water Polo goes 1-2 at Eastern Championship 


By SHANT KESKINYAN 
Staff Writer 
The 20th-ranked Hopkins 


men’s water polo team headed to 
Cambridge, Mass. two weekends 
ago to play in the 2009 Water Polo 
Eastern Championship at MIT. 
The team took the first game 
but lost their second 
game to Bucknell, 
ending their season. 

“These games are 
really important for 
us as a team,” sopho- 
more Jeremy Maurer 
said. “We are on a 
roll right now ... we 
got past Southerns 
and now we're off to 
Easterns, where we 
have the opportuni- 
ty to show the entire 
collegiate water polo 
world that Hopkins 
water polo is the real 
deal.” 

Their first oppo- 
nent was Fordham 
University. Fordham 
got off to an early 
start in the pool on 
Sunday with a trio 
of goals early in the 
first period, push- 
ing the lead to 3-0. 
Fortunately, senior 
Peter Sauerhoff was 
able to halt the Ford- 
ham run and put the Blue Jays on 
the board, making the score 3-1 
at the end of the first period. 

The Blue Jays rallied behind 
Sauerhoff’s goal heading into the 
second period as senior Antonio 
Aguilera netted back-to-back 
goals. One of the goals was with 
even-strength on both teams, and 
one of them came on a man-up 
advantage. As the first half came 
to a close, freshman Alex Whit- 
tam, the 2009 Collegiate Water 
Polo Association (CWPA) South- 
ern Division Player of the Year, 
powered home a penalty shot 
with 22 seconds left in the second 
period to give Hopkins a 4-3 lead 
heading into the break. 

As the third period opened, 
Fordham was able to get on the 


board once again to even the 


score at 4-4 with 5:49 left in the 


period. However, Hopkins was 
able to counter the score yet 
again, as Kyle Gertridge scored 
on a man-advantage at 2:19, and 
Whittam was able to put anoth- 
er goal in net with 1:40 left in 
the period. With 67 seconds left 
in the third period, Fordham 
was able to score again, mak- 


ing the score 6-5 at the end of 
three. 

Fordham was able to even the 
score with only two minutes into 
the fourth period, but the Jays 
pulled ahead to 8-6. 

Fordham knocked another 
one past Hopkins goalie Jeremy 
Selbst, making the score 8-7 with 
3:22 left in the game. However, 
Hopkins responded yet again 
with a goal by freshman Ross 
Schofield, making the score 9-7 
with 2:57 left to play. Agitated by 
Schofield’s goal, Fordham was 
able to net two goals at the end 
of the fourth quarter to make the 
score 9-9, and push the game into 
overtime. 

Hopkins drew first blood in 
the first overtime period with 
a pair of goals by Schofield and 
Whittam. Fordham was able to 


; FILE PHOTO 
Freshman defender Kielan Crow gets ready to make a pass. 


score at the end of the first over- 
time period, making the score 
11-10 heading into sudden death 
period. The second overtime pe- 
riod also saw another goal by 
Fordham to even the score at 
11-11. With 1:07 left on the clock, 
Gertridge knocked in game-win- 
ning shot for the Blue Jays. 

The Blue Jays ad- 
vanced to the cham- 
pionship bracket for 
the first time in school 
history after the win 
over Fordham. In an 
unfortunate, yet excit- 
ing game, the men lost 
to Bucknell 10-9 in the 
third place game. 

“We can go into 
the locker-room at the 
end of the season with 
our heads held high,” 
Strickland said. 

Maurer agreed with 
Strickland and also 
added, “Our season 
was amazing and we 
went further than any 
other Hopkins water 
polo team in school 
history,” Maurer said, 
“And also farther than 
any Division III team in 
history. To be able to say 
that about this group 
of guys only seems fit- 
ting”. 

“The scene during 
the overtime period was abso- 
lutely surreal. Brown and Buck- 
nell had the next game and in- 
stead of warming up you could 
see the two squads watching a 
contest that nobody wanted to 
see end. 

Senior Kyle Gertridge used 
an old fashion T-shot to put the 
game away with 1:20 left in the 
sudden-death period. Gertridge 
would go on to make first team 
All East for his performance over 
the weekend. Freshman Alex 
Whittam had four goals in the 
game as he was named Southern 
Rookie of the Year at the Tourna- 
ment banquet. The win put the 
Jays in the championship bracket 
for the first time in the school’s 
history,” Bresnahan said. 

The Water Polo team finished 
with a record of 17-17. e 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


ALEX LACHMAN- FOOTBALL 


Lachman kicks his way into 


By MARY DOMAN 
Stat? Writer 


Junior Alex | achman is the 
placekicker tor the Hopkins toot- 
ball team. What ex 


actly does this 
mean? He is one 


of those who 
are “at times ostracized by other 
players due to the perceived non- 
physical and limited nature of 
their duties, as well as the fact 
they often are allowed to leave 
practice before the rest of the 
team.” Thank you Wikipedia. 

= tre 

Poor Alex. Not only is his ath- 
letic reputation questioned, but 
he also lives at WaWa. 

Luckily Lachman has con- 
firmed that his athletic abilities 


surpass any “non-physical and 
limited” stereotypes that befall 
his position. 

Proof that Alex Lachman is a 
contributing athlete to the Hop- 
Kins football team could be seen 
this past weekend, when he 
Kicked the game-winning field 
goal that took the Jays the fur- 
thest they’ve been in program 
history, to the third round of the 
NCAA playoffs. 

The kick happened on Sat- 
urday, in Crestview Hills, Ken- 
tycky. The score: Blue Jays 28, 
Thomas More (then undefeated) 
29. With one second left on the 
clock, coach Jim Margraff turned 
to Lachman and said, “Kick it.” 

“IT was weirdly calm,” Lach- 
man said. “More calm than I’ve 
ever been for a any kick before.” 

“Even though it was a 43 yard 
field goal, we had confidence in 
him,” said Junior Max Islinger, 
who has been the holder for near- 
ly every Lachman field goal and 
extra point. 

Islinger held the ball, Lach- 
man kicked it, and they both 
watched it head toward the goal 
post. Before the ball even went 
through the uprights, Lachman 
said he knew it was good. 


VITAL 
SLATISTICS 


Year: Junior 


Major: Political Science 


Hopkins Highlights: 

Dill Third-Team All-American in 
2007. Second-Team All-Centennial 
Conference honors. Scored 75 
points for the team this season, 
the single-season school record. 
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Junior Alex Lachman focuses in on the ball that he is about to send downfield. 


He sprinted to his teammates, 


who piled on top of him. “Ev- 


eryone was going nuts,” he said. 
“They crushed me.” 

The Final Score: Hopkins 31, 
Thomas More 29. 

“It was definitely the biggest 
play of the season,” Islinger said. 

Was luck on Lachman’s side? 
Or was it skill? Lachman sure 
does have plenty of superstitions. 
For example, he always ties his 
left cleat before his right. He only 
shaves on Thursdays. He doesn’t 
tuck in his jersey until the game 
starts, and he hasn’t gotten a hair- 
cut all season. 


don’t speak unless spoken to,’ or 
‘Know your role.’ Kickers are sup- 
posed to be quiet, in the corner. 
But I talk a lot and joke around. 
I make my presence known,” he 
said. 

Lachman’s presence is so in- 
tense that it even scares himself 
sometimes. Like the other month, 
when Lachman punched his re- 
flection in a mirror after locking 
himself out of his room. Though 
he was taken to the emergency 
room for his bloody injury, lucki- 
ly his golden foot was still in tact. 
No harm (to the team) done. 

But now all he has is a scar 


On the other hand, he is tal- yand smile to show when he tells 


ented. After a childhood soc- 
cer career, Lachman took his 
kicking skills to the football 
field, which he much pre- 
ferred because he “didn't like 
all that running.” He’s been a 
kicker since he started, and 
claims he wouldn’t want 
to play any position. And 
though Lachman is drawn 
to the physical aspects of his 
position — little running, lit- 
tle practice, and lots of kick- 
ing — he doesn’t quite fit the 
personality stereotype. 
“There are some sayings 
about kickers, like, ‘Kickers 


the story. “It was pretty. funny,’ 
he said. 9 
Lachman takes pretty much 
everything in his life with a light 
attitude. Like football practice. “I 
don’t really do anything at prac- 
tice,” he admits. “I stretch, and 
then I’m done. I kick before prac- 
tice and occasionally on Thurs- 
day. I do about eight minutes of 
practice per practice.” Only eight 
minutes? Like the Wikipedia en- 
try says, this is where kickers get 
their bad rep. But Lachman points 
out that there’s just not much to 
practice when you're a kicker. 
“There’s only so much you can do. 


The trip to nowhere: 


X. COUNTRY, From B12 


where XC meets Nationals 


You can only take so many kicks 
before you get tired or bored.” 

Despite the light practice, 
Lachman’s results have been stel- 
lar. He has been the Jays start- 
ing placekicker since arriving on 
campus as a freshman, and has 
kicked his way right into Blue Jay | 
football history. 

His freshman season he was | 
11 for 12 on field goal attempts, 
and converted all 23 extra points 
— earning DIII Third-Team All- | 
American Honors. This season, | 
Lachman earned Second-Team | 
All-Centennial Honors for his | 
impressive body of work — con- 
verting 12 of 16 field goal at- 
tempts and 39 of 42 extra points. 
His 75 total points set a school 
single-season record. 

Since his schedule is a bit on 
the open side, Lachman dedicates 
time as an elected member of the | 
Student Government Association | 
(SGA) and enjoys eating pizza 
and watching movies. His favorite 
movie is Stepbrothers. 

Television, however, is one thing 
that Lachman doesn't take lightly. 
Though he watches TV, he is torn 
about the effects. “I don’t like tele- 
vision series, because they never 
end,” he said. “You watch the same 
show for four years, and you still 
don’t know what's going to hap- 


Hopkins history | 


pen at the end.” Still, he can’t help | 


but watch shows like 24, which he 
wishes was shorter, “like 12.” 


The one never-ending season | 


Lachman is happy about, though, 
is this year’s football season. “It’s 
been pretty incredible,” he said. 
Not only have the Jays made foot- 
ball history this year, but Lachman 
has made quite a contribution to 
kickers nationwide. He’s shown 
that, contrary to Wikipedia's re- 
port, kickers actually are able to 
be both athletic and important to 


W. soccer ends dream 


season with 


W. Soccer, FROM B12 
the final whistle.” 

Messiah will compete in the 
Final Four in San Antonio, Texas, 
this weekend. But Weil considers 
his team to have had “a great run 
in the NCAA tournament with 
dominating victories against 
Cabrini, Eastern and Middlebury. 
We played some of our best soc- 
cer of the year in those games.” 

The accolades this team will 


| enjoy have just begun. Five play- 
Joy J & play 


ers were named to All-Centen- 
nial Conference teams. Jessica 
Hnatiuk, a powerful junior de- 
fender, led the way as Centennial 
Conference Player of the Year. 
Also receiving first team all-con- 


| ference selection were junior de- 


J-1 defeat 


Pam Kopfensteiner and Kristen 
Redsun. 

Stafford was also named as an 
honorable mention, while Erica 
Suter, was named to the second 
team all-conference. 

Last week, Paulucci was also 
named to the First Team Aca- 
demic All-American team, by 
ESPN the Magazine. 

Many players ended Hopkins 
careers among the leader boards 
for many statistical records and 
some players are chasing those 
records and others in their re- 
maining seasons. 

Weil has coached the women’s 
team for 18 years and his career 
winning percentage is over .700. 
The 2009 seniors gave him three 
of his most victorious seasons 


| fender, Jenn Paulucci and senior 


the team. 


and Weil took the time to thank 
them, saying, “they helped us be- 
come a perennial top team, one of 
the best programs in the nation.” 

There’s little rest for a program 
so inclined to winning. Weil looks 
forward to “the addition of some 
talented incoming freshmen.” 


goalkeeper Karen Guszkowski. 
Including the NCAA post season, 
Hopkins only allowed eleven 
goals and had sixteen shutouts. 
Last year, Guszkowski was 
named to the all-conference sec- 
ond team. This was the third time 
for Paulucci to receive first team 
honors and she also appointed to 
the Academic Honor Roll. Joining 
Jenn on the Academic Honor Roll 
are Erin Stafford, Sarah Geiszl, 


With a little luck as to avoid se- 
rious injuries, Weil is optimistic 
that next year’s team has potential 
to be even better than this year’s. 


ANGELI BUENO/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Freshman midfielder Laura Moody surveys the field as she decides her next move. 


W. hoops finishes second at Durgala Tourament 


By TRISTAN MOHABIR 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins women’s basket- 
ball team turned in a solid per- 
formance at the Mike Durgala 
Memorial Tournament, going 1- 
1 and losing a tight game in the 
tournament final. 

The Blue Jays rolled past 
Wheaton on Nov. 21, winning 71- 
37, but came up just short in their 
next game against Mary Wash- 
ington, falling 54-49. Junior for- 
ward Lindsay Burton had a stel- 
lar tournament and was named 
to the all-tournament team. 

To open the tournament, Hop- 
kins trounced Wheaton, win- 
ning by an incredible 34-point 


points on 11-of-13 shooting, and 
also hauled in 10 rebounds to 
record a double-double in her 


The Jays found the going 
much tougher in their next game 
against Mary Washington of Vir- 
ginia, though. Hopkins lead ear- 
ly, turning around a 10-9 deficit 
into a 19-10 lead on the back of 
a pair of treys by Lonesome and 
| Callanan. The Eagles responded, 
however, when Lauren Kornacki 
completed a three-point play 
that sparked a 12-0 Mary Wash- 
ington run. 

The Eagles struck quickly, 
getting two three-pointers from 
Ashley Reed and Katie Wimmer 
in the span of 30 seconds. The 
Jays reclaimed the lead for the 
@ last time after a pair of Nia Josiah 

4 free throws put them up 23-22. 
Mary Washington battled back 


appropriate at a swim meet or 
beach volleyball tournament. The 
noise level was incredible, with 
each team trying to out-cheer 
the others, even before the race 
began. As race time approached, 
fans got rowdier and louder, all 
of us just as anxious for the race 
to begin as our runners were. 


margin. Trailing 10-9 after a slow 
start, the Jays got the spark they 
needed after a steal by senior 
guard Britni Lonesome set up a 
jumper by junior forward Siob- 
han Callanan that would give 
Hopkins the lead for good. The 
bucket started a 24-5 Hopkins 


to take a 29-28 lead going into the 
half. 

PHOTOGRAPHER Wimmer and tournament 
MVP Jenna McRae took over to 
start the second half, combining 
for all 10 points of a 10-0 Mary 
Washington run. A Callanan 
jumper stopped the run, but the 


WILL 
Anastasia Wynn pulls up for a jump shot. 


first game of the season. She also 
had four steals and two assists. 
Wynn was Hopkins’ second- 


The girls race was first, at 11 


am.. When the gun sounded, 
people jostled to get a better look. 
The Jays got out to a good start. As 
soon as the runners passed, chaos 
ensued. We split up, heading to 
various parts of the course. Some 
of us ran through the woods, weav- 
ing our way around the trees and 


run to end the half, with the Jays 
leading 33-15 heading into the 
locker room. 

Six different Hopkins play- 
ers contributed baskets during 
the run, led by 12 points from 
Lindsay Burton. To cap the run, 
sophomore guard Chantel Mat- 
tiola collected her own miss and 
put in a layup with five seconds 


leading scorer, adding 12 points. 
Jeana Trimboli, who scored 10 


Eagles were consistent, not al- 
lowing the lead to fall below six 


points for the visiting Lyons, 
was the only Wheaton player to 
reach double digits, a testament 
to the quality of the Hopkins de- 
fense. The Jays also dominated 
the boards, out-rebounding the 
Lyons 42-28 while holding them 
to 32 percent’ shooting from 


points until the final two min- 
utes of the game. Chantel Mat- 
tiola hit a pair of free throws 


to cut the lead to five with 1:55 


remaining in the game, but the 
Eagles were able to get offensive 
rebounds when they needed 


them the most, never allowing 
the mascot, whose giant head kept 


throwing the person inside off bal- 


COURTESY OF HANNAH JANNARONE 


left on the clock, giving the Jays 
an 18-point lead. 


the floor. Wheaton committed the Jays to get within one bas- 


an embarrassing 29 turnovers, 


ket. 


ance. We made it just in time to see 
our first two girls, Mira Patel and 
Cecilia Furlong, run by, with Laura 
Paulsen close behind. As soon as 
our girls had all passed, we sprint- 
ed through the mud to the finish 
line, excited to see the final results. 
We cheered our girls in, one 
by one. Paulsen, who had fought 
strongly in the final mile despite 
having just come off an illness, was 


The second half saw con- 
tinued Hopkins 
domination, as the 
lead ballooned to 
33 points in just 
six minutes. Senior 
guard Anastasia 
Wynn intercepted 
a pass and went 
coast-to-coast, lay- 
ing the ball in to 


Members of the Cross Country team pose in their body paint and bare chests. 


which led to 32 Hopkins points. Lonesome and Callanan led 
the Jays with nine points each, 
but Hopkins shot just 22 percent 
from the floor in the second half. 
Also, doing their best Dwight 
Howard impression, the Jays 
shot a measly 50 percent from the 
charity stripe. 

Despite the tough loss, the 
team remains optimistic. “We 
executed our offense really well 


third respectively. 

The next race of the day was the 
men’s championship race. Junior 
Steve Tobochnik earned his chance 
to compete a week earlier with his 
20th place finish at the Mideast 
Regional Meet. Our team split up 
again, making sure that all the 
tough parts of the muddy course 


Looking around, I was excited for 
next year’s Nationals, and the new 
tradition we had started. 


NCAA Women’s 
Cross Country Results 


the first to cross the finish line, tak were covered. We cheered Toboch-(___ 1) Wis.-Eau Claire 171pts ignite a 17-2 Jays against Wheaton and everyone 
ing 37th place with a time of 23:091, nik onas he raced for a 133rd place ) 2) St. Cawrence 21. 180 pts. mun that sealed the got a chance to get in the game” 
with Patel closely behind in 47th. _ finish, with a time of 26:574. se ee victory. Again, the Wynn said. “We just came up 
Furlong crossed the line in 57th with After congratulating our team- 3) Calvin © 195 pts (run was a team short to a pretty good [Mary 
a time of 23:30.8. Freshman Liz Pro- mates and taking pictures on top / ee  )effort, with six Washington] team.” 

vost, competing in her first NCAA _ of the giant NCAA logo painted 4) Middlebury 4 245 pts ( different players Even with the second place 
Nationals, took 65th with 23:378and on the grass, we finally sought 2 bee ee (Scoring. Hopkins finish, the team is optimistic for 
senior Nadia McMillan rounded out refuge from the cold weather would lead by as the season ahead. “I'm really ex- 
the top five in 24:02.9 (105th). Senior back on the bus. many as 41 points cited for the season. We have a 


As I settled in for the six hour ( 
ride home, I looked around at my 


OG (24:28.4; 144th) and 
ae roel Valerio (25:18.7; 


in the game before 


lot of weapons this year” Wynn 
*  ) coming away with 


. . 


. said. “This is my last year and 
195th) finished closely after. The teammates, many still covered in) _ the 71-37 victory I really think this is our year to 
team took seventh place, despite the paint and mud. I suddenly real- to advance to the win the conference and make it 


ized how proud I was to be part tournament final. to NCAAs.” 


injuries and illness that plagued the 


later part of their season. The Uni- of team that supported its runners Burton put on The Jays’ next game is Thurs- 
versity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, St." so much that its members would an impressive dis- day at home, Goldfarb Gynasium _ 


WILL SHEPHERDSON/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Women’s basketball won a decisive victory over Wheaton. 


(play, leading all 
scorers with 22 


spend most of the weekend trav- 


Lawrence University and Calvin 
eling just to cheer their fellows on. 


versus Swarthmore. Tip off is set 
University took first, second and 


for 7 p.m.. 


<7 tat Saat Oe 4S Rant 8 _ ae tS 
“yee as oes ig debts sae Bae tae Od Ouhis HigeRIN 
oem pet A Us Su AS ol Se fat porhypiag re 3 tha Hepes a’ 


DECEMBER 3, 2009 


Down 29-28 with 50 seconds remaining, the 
Thomas More College of Kentucky, the secon 
the lead for most of the game, until a late score 
led a brilliant final minute drive, capped by 


M. basketball 
goes 2-1 al 
Pride of Md. 


By ERIC GOODMAN 
Sports Editor 


The Hopkins men’s basket- 
ball team opened its season with 
two wins at the Provident Pride 
of Maryland Tournament two 
weekends ago. 

The Jays started the first round 
matchup against nearby Stevenson 
University. A balanced attack led by 
14 points and 11 rebounds by senior 
center Andrew Farber-Miller and 10 
points and 10 rebounds from senior 
co-captain Pat O’Connell helped 
Hopkins to a 75-53 victory. 

Hopkins fell in its second 
game to Hood College 65-62. The 
Blazers jumped out to an early 
10-0 lead and never looked back. 

The Jays managed to make the 
game close at the end, but a three 
point jumper by O’Connell at the 
buzzer was no good. 

The Jays bounced back in their 
third game in three days, defeating 
Salisbury 58-53. Sophomore Danny 
Gergen had a career high 15 points, 
and Hopkins hit its last four free 
throws to seal the victory. 

O’Connell was awarded with 
all-tournament honors. 
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By CHIP HARSH 
Staff Writer 


The Women’s Soccer team ad- 
vanced to the Elite Eight of the 
NCAA tournament before being 
defeated by Messiah College, the 
number one-ranked team in Di- 
vision III. 

The final defeat ended an eight 
game winning streak that in- 
cluded a Centennial Conference 
Championship and three NCAA 
victories for a final record of 19- 
4-0 — the most successful season 
in Blue Jay women’s soccer his- 
tory under Coach Leo Weil. 

“It’s a group I’m very proud 
of for many reasons,” Weil said 
about his team. 

Hopkins hosted the first two 


rounds of the NCAA tourna- 
ment; and after two decisive vic- 
tories, Hopkins hosted the next 
two rounds of the tournament. 
On the first day, the Blue Jays 
faced Middlebury and Messiah 
faced Otterbein. 

The four teams combined for 


seven losses and 73 wins enter- 


ing the sectional tournament and 
Weil’s team was prepared to face 
their strongest competition of the 
year. Still undefeated Messiah 
beat Otterbein in double over- 
time, followed by a 1-0 Blue Jay 
victory over Middlebury. 

Sunday was Hopkins’ firstever 


Mike Henrici and the Jays played solid 
basketball as Hopkins won two games, 


No Horsing Around: 
Equestrian at JHU 


How two students, four hors- 


es and a lot of enthusiasm might 
just create an equestrian team at 
Hopkins. Find out the challenges 
they face and what they hope to 
accomplish. Page B10 


4 


appearance in the NCAA Elite 
eight, but it would come against 


INSIDE 


Athlete of the Week: 


Alex Lachman 


Kickers are often looked down 
upon in the football world. But 
junior Alex Lachman has tried to 
break the stereotype at Hopkins. 
The All-American is this week’s 
Athlete of the Week. Page B11 


‘ 


a powerful Messiah team. The 
Falcons would have to beat the 
Blue Jays on Homewood Field, 
and they prevailed, winning the 
Battle of the Birds, 4-1. 

“We played arguably the most 
difficult schedule of any Divi- 
sion III women’s soccer team this 
year,” Weil said. 

Weil also pointed out that 
all of the final four participants 
were on his 2009 schedule, and 
that the Jays defeated two of 
them (Wash U. in St. Louis and 
Lynchburg) in the first week of 
the season. 

Sophomore Erica Suter scored 
the winning goal that finished 
Middlebury’s season, which 


came in the second minute of the 
Saturday afternoon game. Sarah 


FILE PHOTO 


Sophomore midfielder Colleen Quintan helped Hopkins reach the NCAA Elite Eight. 


Roeder had the assist. The next 88 
minutes and 30 seconds were de- 
fined by the phenomenal defense 
and goalkeeping consistent with 
the rest of the season — allowing 
only three shots. 

The relentlessness offense that 
got Hopkins to the Elite Eight was 


also exemplified against Middle- | 


bury, as the girls put up 14 shots. 


Sunday’s match-up, in con- | 


trast to Saturday’s, was all Mes- 
siah as the Falcons got out to a 
3-0 lead by the 55th minute. Ju- 
nior captain, Allie Zazzali had 
the only goal for the Blue Jays on 
Sunday against Messiah, in the 
56th minute, bringing the Blue 
Jays within two scores. But the 


Women’s Basketball: 


Second place finish 
The Blue Jays fell just short 


COURTESY OF JAY VANRENSSELAER 

Jays needed to score to keep their magical playoff run alive. Facin 
unbeaten deg Hopkins faced in the 

ut the Sain 


hy FRR EOS 


e playoffs, the Jays hel 


P s ahead. But sophomore quarterback Hewitt Tomlin 
Alex Lachman’s 43 yard game-winning field goal. See page B10. 


W. soccer bows out of NCAA’s in Elite Eight 


Falcons stopped every Jay offen- 
sive. Zazzali and Suter each had 
three shots. 


Div You Know? 


Usain Bolt, the world’s fastest human, has 
adopted the world’s fastest animal. Bolt 
formally adopted a three-month-old chee- 
tah cub on Monday as part of an effort to 
help protect Kenya’s endangered species. 
Bolt fittingly decided to nickname the cub, 
who will be kept in an animal orphanage in 
Kenya, “Lightning Bolt.” 


By KAT BASELICE 
Sports [Editor 


Cross Country meets are not 
known for drawing huge crowds. 
Spending the better part of your 
Saturday morning watching a 20- 
plus minute race 


(ross Country places 
seventh at Nationals 


Home CALENDAR 


THURSDAY, DecemBer 3 
W. Basketball vs. Swarthmore, 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, December 9 
Wrestling vs. Gettysburg, 5 p.m. 


egizing the best way to cheer our 
teammates on the following day. 
The next morning, we dressed 
to face the chilly morning: short 
shorts, sports bras for the girls (and 
bare chests for the boys), along 
with plenty of body paint. As we 
drove up to the 


is rarely on the top course, it be- 
of anyone's to-dO  uyyppepeememee aE came clear that 
list. ee ; this was not 
However, when ‘We dr essed to face your typical 
the girls Cross ' , ° Cross Country 
Country team and the chilly ae S* meet. In my 
individual qualifi- short shorts, sports seven years of 
er Steve Tobochnik bras and... body running, [have 
earned a chance ° never seen 
to compete at this paint. such a_ large 
year’s NCAA Di- and enthusias- 
vision III National Kat Baselice tic crowd. 
Championships, DRE sre I had heard 
my teammates rumors __ that 


and I decided that 

was exactly what 

we wanted to do with our week- 
end. 

After selling t-shirts to cover 
the costs of a rather small bus, we 
packed our bags and war paint 
and headed out to the middle of 
nowhere (Berea, Ohio). Six hours, 
three fast food stops, and a game 
of Disney Scene-It later, we arrived 
at our hotel. Wasting no time, we 
began making posters and strat- 


Messiah’s_ Amanda Naeher=| 4) 


and Erin Hench combined for 14 
shots and all three goals. 

Weil said about the tough final 
loss, “The first half of the Messiah 
game was disappointing because 

. . we didn’t play our game. I 
though the second half was much 
more indicative of how we like to 
play.” 

Coach Weil was _ very 
proud that his team was able 
to persevere and that they 
fought “hard right up until 

SEE W. Soccer, Pace B11 


Nationals were 
crazy and that 
the fans were just as competitive as 
the runners they were supporting. 
However, nothing prepared me 
for what I encountered that day. 
An entire team had dressed as 
Spartans, running around making 
threatening gestures with their tin 
foil swords at any group of fans. 
Most fans sported  cloth- 
ing that would have been more 
See X. Country, Pace B11 


COURTESY OF HANNAH JANNARONE 
The competing runners and their fans all stand around the NCAA logo after the race. 


M. soccer falls to Messiah in Sweet Sixteen 


By MARCEL DUARTE 
Staff Writer 


With over 2,000 screaming 
fans, Messiah College had all 
the advantages on the night of 
the NCAA Tournament Sweet 16 
game. The Hopkins Men’s soccer 
team knew that they were the 
complete underdogs going into 
the game against the defending 
national champions, but that did 
not deter them from playing some 
great soccer. The Jays wrapped up 
their season in a tough fashion, 
losing 3-2 in double overtime. 

Bundled up in black and 
baby blue, the Hopkins faith- 
ful cheered on their Jays as the 
surreal first half finished up 
with the Jays up 2-0 against top- 
ranked Messiah. 


Going into the game, the Fal- 
cons had only let up six goals at 
home for the entire season, and 


"FILE PHOTO 
Chand Balfour and the Jays fell in double-overtime. 


within 22 minutes, that 
number had increased by 
two. 

Starting things off ear- 
ly for the Jays, Senior Max 
Venker let one rip on tar- 
get in the 16th minute that 
rebounded off of Messiah 
keeper Jared Clugston. As 
the ball bounced around 
in the box, Junior Scott 
Bukoski did what he does 
best and finished it in the 
back of the net for his 16th 
goal of the season. The 
Jays were ecstatic and fo- 
cused their newfound 
confidence in applying 
pressure and controlling 
possession in the attack- 
ing end for most of the half. The 
SE M. Soccer, Pace B10 


BLUE JAY ATHLETICS SCOREBOARD 


Hopkins 15, Stevenson 53 | 


Hopkins 58, Salisbury 53 


Hopkins 1, Middlebury 0 


"Hopkins 11, Fordham 10 


Hopkins 31, Thomas More 29 


Hopkins 71, Wheaton 37 


Hopkins 73, Ursinus 63 


Hopkins 75, York 66 


in the Mike Durgala Memo- 
rial Tournament, falling to Mary 
Washington in the finals. But the 
Jays showed promise for this up- 
coming season. Page B11 


